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10.Desert
HereIhavetriedtomappresentandplausiblefutureswhilstcallingforadesertion
fromoldillusionsandunwinnablebattlesinfavourofthepossible.Iwouldhope
thattheimplicitcallthroughout,forustoindividuallyandcollectivelydesertthe
causeofclasssociety/civilisation,wasclear.YetIcanalreadyheartheaccusations
frommyowncamp;accusationsofdesertingthecauseofRevolution,desertingthe
struggleforAnotherWorld.Suchaccusationsarecorrect.Iwouldrejointhatsuch
millenarianandprogressivemythsareattheverycoreoftheexpansionofpower.
Wecanbemoreanarchicthanthat.

Muchofthispiecehasbeen‘bigpicture’,butthatshouldnotdetractfromthe
truevalueofthehandson,thelocal,ouremotionalrelationshipsanddaytoday
projects.Thefutureshouldnotbeallowedtoforecloseontoday,eveniftodayis
foreclosingsomepossibilitiesinthefuture.Nofutureisworthlivingorfightingfor
thatisnotexistentinthepresent.

NoneofwhatIhaveoutlinedinthispieceisamazinglyrevelatory;intheanar-
chistcommunityIliveinsomemixoftheseideasareoftenfelttobecommonsense.
InothersIthinkthisisthecasetoo.Onewouldhowevernotknowthatfromour
overtstatedpositionseitherintextorofteninthewaywetalktoeachother.It’s
almostasthoughwefeelwehavetheseviews,despitebeinganarchists.Yet,asI
haveoutlined,Ifeeldiscardingprogressiveandrevolutionaryarticlesoffaithcan
makeusstronger,freerandmentallyhealthier.

Tobedisillusioned—with‘GlobalRevolution’andwithourcapacityto‘Save
theEarth’—shouldnotalterouranarchistnature,ortheloveofnaturewefeel
asanarchists.Therearemanypossibilitiesforlibertyandwildnessstill.Whatare
someofthesepossibilitiesandhowcanwelivethem?Whatobjectives,whatplans,
whatlives,whatadventuresaretherewhentheillusionsaresetasideandwewalk
intotheworldnotdisabledbydisillusionmentbutunburdenedbyit?

IfIcrosstheriverwillyoucrosstheriver
Ordrowninthisdesert,thisemptycupwe’redrinkingfrom
Ifwearebeasts,wearenotbeastsofburden
Soridealone,orridewithmanyothers
Justrideawayasfastasyoucan.
—BlackbirdRaum,ValkyrieHorsewhipReel1

1BlackbirdRaum,‘ValkyrieHorsewhipReel’,Swidden(SantaCruz:BlackPowderRecords).
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achieving wider social and ecological gains. There are many answers on how we
can do this.

We are anarcho-syndicalists on the shop floor, green anarchists in the
woods, social anarchists in our communities, individualists when you
catch us alone, anarcho-communists when there’s something to share,
insurrectionists when we strike a blow.31

An Anarchism with plenty of adjectives, but one that also sets and achieves
objectives, can have a wonderful present and still have a future; even when fun-
damentally out of the step with the world around it. There is so much we can do,
achieve, defend and be; even here, where unfortunately civilisation probably still
has a future.

31Crimethinc., ‘Say you want an Insurrection: Putting the “Social” in Social War’, in, Rolling Thunder,
No. 8, Fall 2009.
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ableundersurveillancestates,orwithwildplacesandpeoples,whichinmuch,
butbynomeansall,ofthetemperateworld,areincreasinglyfewandfarbetween.
Despitethedenials,civilisationsstillhavemanyoutsides,andasIhavearguedin
earlierchaptersglobalheatingwillprobablyexpandmanyofthem.

Love,healthandinsurrection
Itismyopinionthatthesituationishopeless,thatthehumanracehas
producedanecologicaltipoverpoint…butassumingthereisapossibil-
ityofchangingthesocieties“courseinthedarknessdeathwardset”,it
canonlybedonebyinfection,infiltration,diffusionandimperceptibil-
ity,microscopicallythroughoutthesocialorganism,liketheinvisible
pelletsofadiseasecalledHealth.
—KennethRexroth,AnarchistandPoet,July196930

Wehavechosentobeanarchists,presumablyatleastinpart,becausewefeel
itismorehealthyandethicaltobeso.Itisbetternottobebossesandservants
inourintimateandsocialrelationships.Turningthepainwefeelintoresistance
isbetterthanturningitoneachother,ourownclassandourownbodies.Itis
environmentallyhealthier(touseadegradedterm)todefendwildfreedomsthan
letallofearthbecomecivilisation’sterritory.

IfRexrothwerealivetodayhewouldnotbesurprisedthatit’snowprobably
toolatetochangethe“courseinthedarknessdeathwardset”.Yetthoseofuswho
havechosentobeanarchist,insomeofthemostdomesticatedplacesonearth,still
needtofindeachother—bothtobeeffectiveandtobesociallyrounded.Wehave
tomaintainsomeinvisibilityfrompowerwhilststillbeingsociallypresentenough
tobecontagious.

Toooftensomepeople’sactivismresemblesthemanicphaseofbi-polardisor-
der.Thisisfollowedinevitablybyadepressivephase,whichoncehavingdisillu-
sionedfolksoffeelingsofomnipotenceonlyreinforcesillusionsofpowerlessness.
Tobecomestrongerandhealthier,andencourageandsupportotherstodoso,itis
sensibletosetourselvesrealisableshorttermgoals,ratherthanadoptinganallor
nothingperspective.Thisisthecasewhetheritisinwhatwewantourresistanceto
achieve,whatwewanttoactivelycreate,whatwewanttolearnorsimplywhatwe
wanttobecome.Inthiswayourconsciousactioncantakeonthefunctionofcol-
lectivetherapy,makingourlivesmeasurablyimprovedforbeinganarchists,whilst

29APolisharistocrat,quotedin,JeanJacquesRousseau,TheSocialContract(CosimoInc:NewYork,
2008),p.70.

30KennethRexroth,‘RadicalMovementsontheDefensive’,SanFranciscoMagazine,July1969.Bureau
ofPublicSecrets—RexrothArchive,(https://www.cddc.vt.edu/bps/rexroth).
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Desert1noun

1.Abarrenordesolatearea,especially:
(a)Adry,oftensandyregionoflittlerainfall,extremetempera-

ture,andsparsevegetation.
(b)Aregionofpermanentcoldthatislargelyorentirelydevoid

oflife.
(c)Anapparentlylifelessareaofwater.

2.Anemptyorforsakenplace;awasteland:aculturaldesert.
3.Archaic:Awild,uncultivated,anduninhabitedregion.

[MiddleEnglish,fromOldFrench,fromLateLatindesertum,from
neuterpastparticipleofdeserere,todesert;seedesert2.]



Author’s Note
I have written Desert as a nature loving anarchist primarily addressing others with
similar feelings. As a result I have not always explained ideas to which I hold when
they are, to some extent, givens within many anarchist and radical environmental
circles. Hopefully I have written in an accessible enough manner, so even if you
don’t come from this background you will still find Desert readable. While the best
introductions to ecology and anarchy are moments spent within undomesticated
ecosystems and anarchist communities, some may also find the following books
helpful — I did.

• Peter Marshall, Demanding the Impossible: A History of Anarchism (London:
HarperCollins, 2008).

• Fredy Perlman, Against His-story, Against Leviathan (Detroit: Black & Red,
1983).

• Christopher Manes, Green Rage: Radical Environmentalism and the Unmaking
of Civilization (Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1990).

• Clive Ponting, A Green History of the World (London: Penguin Books, 1991).
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extent of apocalyptic thinking amongst elites (and the failure of oppressed classes to
often live up to them) was most evident in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. Yet
even in the day-to-day absence of such uprisings there are, and will be, opportuni-
ties to intervene and participate in moments of wider social and ecological struggle;
to show leadership from below, help instill a fighting spirit and provide important
infrastructure. Success often comes when upsurges seem to appear out of nowhere,
but benefit from the will and experience residing in established communities of re-
sistance. Politicos often want to push these moments beyond their natural lifespan,
but momentum lasts only so long, and it doesn’t take much time for the state to
organise. Such situations will not be the foundation for a total libertarian trans-
formation of the world, yet they do have a chance of occasionally achieving real
class gains, defending communities and ecologies, making people safer, showing
people their own capacity, and breaking social spells.28 They can, obviously, be
costly, both in terms of repression and the calming power of having let off steam.
We should also be under no illusion that authoritarian social forces — on both sides
of the barricades — will not try and control such moments for their own uses.

It seems then, at least in the minds of some of our enemies, that the main offen-
sive forms that resistance will take in more surveyed and grating future temperate
worlds, will be those of un-networked super-empowered small groups (and indi-
viduals) and largely unmanaged episodes of mass social opposition. For now, a
middle ground also exists — mostly occupied by activism and crime — but maybe
for not much longer. As I said earlier, subversive actions serve the needs of power
as well as liberty, so toleration may last longer than strictly technologically neces-
sary if it plays the role of inhibiting emerging forms of action. It should also be
obvious that the oppositional forms so far mentioned — existent or yet to appear —
are methods of opposition, not enablers of transcendence or ending. This will not
stop them being claimed as such. In our circles some communists will no doubt see
social struggles and outbreaks of disorder as leading to transcendence, while some
primitivists will see 5GW as a way of ending civilisation in its heartlands.

Situations in far off lands also call, and those behind the walls can get out — at
least at the moment. It is often dangerous to go where battle-storms are brewing,
potentiality for anarchies opening up and ecologies needing defence, but some al-
ways “prefer liberty with danger over peace with slavery.”29 Even some of those
who don’t, may feel an obligation to fight, either to a level that may be unsustain-

28“To be a feminist, one has first to become one… Feminists are not aware of different things than other
people; they are aware of the same things differently. Feminist consciousness, it might be ventured, turns
a ‘fact’ into a ‘contradiction.”’ — Sandra Lee Bartky, quoted in: Carol J Adams, The Sexual Politics of Meat:
A Feminist-Vegetarian Critical Theory (New York: Continuum, 1991), p. 184. Whilst many articulate their
Anarchism thanks to the written word it’s rare, in my experience at least, that many decide to become
anarchist through it. Rather the most powerful ‘propaganda’ is that ‘by the deed’ — lived experience,
either through involvements in resistance or through meeting the love and lived ethics of anarchist
communities.
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strictly‘political’,manyactivistsseemedrathermiffedwhenSeptember11thand
thegrowthofIslamicterrorismupstagedthe‘movementofmovements’whicha
decadeagowasmeanttobetheonlygameintown.Thegrowth(limitedasitis)
ofnon-stateauthoritarianactors,whetherAl-Qaedawannabesorfarright‘race
soldiers’,showsthattherearemanypotentiallyinsurgentsubculturesbehindthe
walls,manyofwhichareourenemiesasmuchasthestatesare.

ColonelThomasXHammes(USMarineCorps)inhisinfluentialbook,The
SlingandtheStone,popularisedtheideaoffourthandfifthgenerationwar.
Somemilitarytheorieshavelongdivideddifferentformsofmodernconflict
intogenerations.InthemostcommonschemaFirstGenerationWar(1GW)is
characterisedbytheemergenceofconflictinvolvingmassivearmiesculminating
intheNapoleonicWars,2GWbyindustrialisedWWIstyleconflicts,and3GWby
WorldWarIIstyleBlitzkrieg.4GWwasdevelopedintheoryandpracticebyMao
andincludes,amongstothers,thewarsinChina,Vietnam,Somalia,Gaza,Iraq
(followingthesuccessful3GWblitzkrieginvasion),aswellastheso-called‘waron
terror.’Thisisavastlysimplifiedversionofthescheme,butyougettheidea.

Hammesspendsmostofthebookexplaining4GW,pointingoutthatthisisa
formofwartheUSandcoare,andwill,befightingforsometime,andthat—at
leastinthe20thcentury—itistheonlytypeofwarthatithaslost.TheWestern
stateshavemostlybeenprettysuccessfulinstopping4GW‘terrorincidents’hap-
peningwithintheirbordersforawholehostofreasons,notleastofwhichhasbeen
theirincreasingcapacityforeffectivesurveillanceofnetworks.Hammesstatesthat
“Fourthgenerationwarismorethanseventyyearsoldandisreachingmaturity.”
“Whileweareonlybeginningtounderstanditclearly,historytellsusthefifthgen-
erationhasalreadybeguntoevolve.”He’sopenaboutsayingit’stooearlytotell
buthisbestguessisthat5GWmaybecarriedoutby“super-empoweredindividu-
alsorsmallgroups”who,unlike4GW,arenotembeddedwithinwidernetworks,
andthereforefarlessvisible.Thisisprettymuchadescriptionofhowmuchofthe
ELFandALFhaveportrayedthemselves,thoughrarelyadescriptionofreality—as
thesuccessfulrepressionofnetworksfrom‘80sanimalliberationtothe‘90sgreen
scareshow.Italsoresonatessomewhatwiththeincreasingappearanceof‘lone
wolfattacksacrosstheoppositionalspectrum.It’sworthpointingoutthat“super-
empowered”inHammes’sensedoesn’tjustmeananoverabundanceofNietzchean
selfbelief,buttheforce-magnifyingeffectofhightechnology.27

Earlierwelookedatmilitarythinkingaboutinsurgencyinthenewmega-cities
ofthemajorityworld,butthosewhowouldmaintainthesubmissivepeacealsore-
membertheLAUprisingandarerapidlymilitarisingastheyawaititsreturn.The

27Incidentallythetheory/practiseof4GWishighlyevolvedandwhileincorporatingguerrillaand
networkwarhasawidermeaningonpaperandontheground.Forthisalonethebookisworthreading.
ColonelThomasX.Hammes(USMC),TheSling&TheStone:OnWarinthe21stCentury(St.Paul:Zenith
Press,2004).Quotes,p.xivandp.290respectively.TheALFdohilariouslymakeanappearanceasa
possiblescreenforaChinesemilitary4GWfalseflagattackontheAmerican‘livestockindustry.’p.259.

Forward!
Somethinghauntsmanyactivists,anarchists,environmentalists,manyofmy
friends.Ithauntedme.Muchofoursubculturestellusit’snotthere,thatwecan’t
seeit,hearit.Ourbestwishesfortheworldtellusnottoseeit.Butformany,
despitetheirbestefforts—carryingonwiththenormalactivism,themovement
building,livingbothaccordingtoandasanexpressionoftheirethics—despiteall
this,thespectregainsform.Thefaintimagegrowsmoresolid,moreunavoidable,
untiltheghostisstaringoneintheface.Andlikemanymonstersofpasttales,
whenitsgazeismet—peoplefreeze.Becomeunabletomove.Giveuphope;
becomedisillusionedandinactive.Thismalaise,freezing,notonlyslows‘activist
workload’,butIhaveseenitaffecteveryfacetofmanyofmyfriends’lives.

Thespectrethatmanytrynottoseeisasimplerealisation—theworldwill
notbe‘saved’.Globalanarchistrevolutionisnotgoingtohappen.Globalclimate
changeisnowunstoppable.Wearenotgoingtoseetheworldwideendtocivilisa-
tion/capitalism/patriarchy/authority.It’snotgoingtohappenanytimesoon.It’s
unlikelytohappenever.Theworldwillnotbe‘saved’.Notbyactivists,notbymass
movements,notbycharitiesandnotbyaninsurgentglobalproletariat.Theworld
willnotbe‘saved’.Thisrealisationhurtspeople.Theydon’twantittobetrue!But
itprobablyis.

Theserealisations,thisabandonmentofillusionsshouldnotbecomedisabling.
Yetifonebelievesthatit’sallornothing,thenthereisaproblem.Manyfriends
have‘droppedout’ofthe‘movement’whilstothershaveremainedinoldpatterns
butwithasadnessandcynicismwhichsignalsafeelingoffutility.Somehover
aroundscenescritiquingall,butlivingandfightinglittle.

“It’snotthedespair—Icanhandlethedespair.It’sthehopeIcan’t
handle.”1

ThehopeofaBigHappyEnding,hurtspeople;setsthestageforthepainfelt
whentheybecomedisillusioned.Because,truly,whoamongstusnowreallybe-
lieves?Howmanyhavebeenburntupbytheeffortneededtoreconcileafunda-
mentallyreligiousfaithinthepositivetransformationoftheworldwiththereality
oflifeallaroundus?Yettobedisillusioned—withglobalrevolution/withourca-
pacitytostopclimatechange—shouldnotalterouranarchistnature,ortheloveof

1No,notDerrickJensenbutJohnCleese!—Clockwise.Film.ChristopherMorahan.1986;London,
ThornEMIScreenEntertainment.
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nature we feel as anarchists. There are many possibilities for liberty and wildness
still.

What are some of these possibilities and how can we live them? What could it
mean to be an anarchist, an environmentalist, when global revolution and world-
wide social/eco sustainability are not the aim? What objectives, what plans, what
lives, what adventures are there when the illusions are set aside and we walk into
the world not disabled by disillusionment but unburdened by it?

77

not be embryos of a future mass anarchist society, direct action may not lead to the
destruction of capitalism; but it does protect some threatened ecosystems, helps
many of us and stops the further erosion of some liberties. Strikes and syndicalism
may not be steps towards a future anarcho-communism but they may aid survival
in the here and now and open up time in which to live better. Riots may not lead
to revolution but they can break the social spell for many. I wouldn’t pretend for a
moment that we are significantly slowing the death march that civilisation is taking
life on earth, but the “weapons of the weak”25 are the ones they have, not the ones
they dream of.

The most fertile ground for resistance over the last 30 years has been neither
‘underground’ or ‘aboveground’ but in the networked space between the two. As
noted earlier in discussion of increased surveillance, this ground may be disappear-
ing from under our feet, irrelevant of arguments of its utility. For resistance cul-
tures that are often skewed generationally towards the young it’s often easy to
forget how fast options narrow. There was a time, not many decades ago, when po-
lice had no riot uniforms and had to use metal rubbish bin lids as improvised round
shields amidst an inner-city insurgency. Not so long ago animal liberationists could
break into laboratories where nomotion sensor would pick them up— because they
hadn’t been invented. Charities could openly run fundraising pushes for medical
support for armed liberation movements abroad (SWAPO) — through the National
Union of Students! This is no call for 1980s nostalgia — by others’ reports, in many
ways things are far better now; but some avenues have closed, and more will follow
them.

To an extent, a lot of the type of actions that will become increasingly difficult,
especially the spectacular stuff, could be dumped with little loss anyway. Often
their only purpose is to make people feel they are Doing Politics.26 However, some
victories and successful campaigns have achieved real gains, defended real people
and places, and often with tactics which may be decreasing in viability. What, then,
are the ‘other side’ thinking is the future of resistance?

For a start we should be clear that we are by no means viewed as the only, or
even the main, resistive social force. Unhappiness, poverty, social division, irra-
tionality and the desire to fight abound, and many in elites understand that the
potential for chaos is often barely under wraps. As pointed to earlier in the dis-
cussion of the rise of mega-cities, state theorists often do not make the mistake
of seeing economic crime as divorced from the wider class war. In terms of the

25To use James Scott’s term, in a different context. James Scott,Weapon is of theWeak: Everyday Forms
of Peasant Resistance (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1987).

26In contrast, as French anarchist Pierre Chardon put it: “Anarchist action) — patient, hidden, tena-
cious, involving individuals, eating away at institutions like a worm eats away at fruit, as termites un-
dermine majestic trees — such action does not lend itself to the theatrical effects of those who wish to
draw attention to themselves.” — Quoted in, David Berry, A History of the French Anarchist Movement:
1917–1945 (Oakland: AK Press, 2009), p. 42.
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shoulddiluteourselves.Weareanarchists.Whatstrengthswehavearisefromour
desires,andactivedecisions,tolivefreerandwilder,ascommunities,asindividu-
als;falseunitywithauthoritariansocialforcesonlyweakensus.Inourownsmall
ways,whereweexist,libertariancommunitiesofresistancearegatheringresources
andgrowingconnectionsofmutualaidinthecities,re-inhabitinganddefending
theland,andtryingtogrowafightingspirit.Wecandofarbetter,butwehave
started.

Subculturesarepartoftheencompassingsocietyandthusoneoftheirchar-
actersisthattheirpractisescanseepoutintothesurroundingculture,oftenina
deformedwaybutnotalwaysentirelywashedcleanoftheirethicsandhealthiness
(orotherwise,asthecasemaybe).Horrificasthesituationtodayis,itwouldbe
worsestillifitwasnotforresistanceandtheunforeseeneffectsofpeopletrying
tolivewell.Justaswecannot‘savetheworld’,wewillnot‘reclaimthefuture’;
neverthelesswewillbepartofit.

Wearenot‘theseedofthefuturesocietyintheshelloftheold’butoneofmany
elementsfromwhichthefutureisforming.

Resistmuch,obeylittle
Whenresistanceanddesertionsignificantlythreatenthoseinpower,repression/counter-
revolutionisinevitable.Oneanswertohowtomakecounter-cultureslessofa
threattothosewithinthemwouldbetodrainthemofantagonism;makethem
obviouslyunthreateningtopower.Thiscounselofevasionandnon-resistancehas
longbeenarticulatedinthelivedexperienceofanarchiesbothoutsidecivilisation,
andwithin.Todaythough,puttingasidetheethicalissuesinvolved,24thefactis
thatwhileyoucantryandignorethestate,ifyou’rewithinitscontrolledterritory
thechancesarethatthestatewon’tignoreyou.Thosecommunitieswithaland
basecapableofsomelevelofself-sufficiencywillstillfaceintervention,whilst
thoseimmersedincapitalismwilloftenhavelittleoptionbuttolabour,andlacking
resistance,forworseninghoursandwages.

Anotheranswer,andnoticeablyit’stheonemanyofushavetaken,explicitly
ornot—istoresist(preferablyinwinnablecampaigns),butbarringwidersocial
crisisusuallyatasomewhatmutedlevel—allthetimeattemptingsomelevelof
invisibility.

Givenwherewefindourselves,alotofwhatwealreadydomakessense,even
whentheovertjustificationsforsuchactionremainmiredinvisionsofsalvation
(asoutlinedinChapter1).Ironically,thesepracticalactionsaresometimesaban-
donedwhenitisrealised(correctly)thattheywillnotleadtothetransformation
oftheworld.Justascounter-cultures/communes/communitiesofresistancemay

24WardChurchill,PacifismasPathology(Winnipeg:ArbeiterRing,1998)pp.70–74.

1.No(Global)Future
Religiousmyths:progress,globalcapitalism,global
revolution,globalcollapse
TheideaofProgresswascentraltothemodernWesternparadigmandthepresump-
tionthattheentireworldwasmovingeveronwardstoabetterfuturewasdominant.
Theideaoftheinevitabilityorpossibilityofagloballibertarianfutureoriginates
fromthatbelief.

InmanywaysAnarchismwas/isthelibertarianextremeoftheEuropeanEn-
lightenment—againstgodandthestate.Insomecountriessuchasturnofthe
TwentiethCenturySpainitwastheEnlightenment—itsmilitantlypro-science
anti-clericismbeingasmuchanattractionasitsanti-capitalism.Yettherubbishof
historyisnotsoeasilydiscardedand‘progressive’revolutionarymovementshave
oftenbeen,inessence,formandaim,thecontinuationofreligionbyothermeans.
Asanexample,thebeliefthatuniversalpeaceandbeautywouldbereachedthrough
apocalyptictumultsofbloodandfire(revolution/themillennium/thecollapse)in-
dicatesfirmlythatasanenlightenmentideology,Anarchismhasbeenheavilybur-
denedbyitsEuro-Christianorigins.JohnGraywastalkingaboutMarxismwhen
hesaiditwasa“…aradicalversionoftheenlightenmentbeliefinprogress—itself
amutationofChristianhopes…[Following]JudaismandChristianityinseeinghis-
toryasamoraldrama,that’slastactissalvation.”1Whilesomeanarchistsnever
fellforsuchbunkum,manydid,andsomestilldo.

ThesedaysProgressitselfisincreasinglyquestionedbothbyanarchistsand
acrosssociety.Ihaveyettomeetanyonetodaywhostillbelievesintheinevitabil-
ity2ofaglobalanarchistfuture.Howevertheideaofaglobalmovement,con-
frontingaglobalpresentandcreatingaglobalfuturehasmanyapostles.Someof
theseareevenlibertariansandlookhopefullytothepossibilityofglobalanarchist
revolution.

1JohnGray,AlQuedaandWhatItMeanstoBeModern(London:TheNewPress,2003),p.7.
2WhileIknowno-onepersonallywhoprofessesthistoday,Anarchismasthetelosofhumanhistory

isstillpresentinourpropaganda.Aslateas2006inwhatIwouldsayisthemostaccessibleandby
farthemostvisuallybeautifulintroductorybooktoAnarchyitisstated:“thatthegeneraldirectionof
humanhistorywascontinuallytowardsliberty,inspiteofanythingthatauthorityimposed,andthat
furtherprogresswasinevitable…Societyisnaturallydevelopingtosecurealifeofwellbeingforall,in
whichcollectiveproductivitywillbeputtocollectiveuse—Anarchism.”—CliffordHarperreferring
approvinglytoPeterKropotkin’s‘ScientificbasisforAnarchism’,in,CliffordHarper,Anarchy:AGraphic
Guide(London:CamdenPress,1987),p.59.
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The illusory triumph of capitalism following the destruction of the Berlin Wall
lead to the proclamation — more utopian3 than real — of a New World Order —
a global capitalist system. The reaction of many to globalisation was to posit one
from below, and this was only re-enforced by the near simultaneous public emer-
gence of the Zapatistas and the invention of the Web. The subsequent international
action days, often coinciding with summits, became the focus for the supposedly
global anti-capitalist ‘movement of movements’. The excitement on the streets en-
abled many to forestall seeing the spectre by looking in the direction of the ‘global
movement’. But there never was a global movement against capitalism, then4, or
ever5, just as capitalism itself was never truly global. There are many, many places
where capitalist relations are not the dominant practice, and even more where anti-
capitalist (nevermind anarchist) movements simply don’t exist.

Amidst the jolly unreality of this period of ‘Global Resistance’ some could get
really carried away: “We have no interest in reforming the World Bank or the IMF;
we want it abolished as part of an international anarchist revolution.”6 Such state-
ments are understandable if written in the drunk-like exuberance one can some-
times feel on having defeated the police, but they are found more commonly. The
self-description of one Anarchist Federation reads: “As the capitalist system rules
the whole world, its destruction must be complete and worldwide”.7

The illusion of a singular world capitalist present is mirrored by the illusion of
a singular world anarchist future.

3The idea of the millennium implicit in the ‘end of history’ affects the rulers as well as the ruled.
4Though the ‘global’ day of action that arguably kicked off this period, J18 1999, was named by

Reclaim the Streets (London) as the ‘Carnival against Capital’, there is little evidence that most who
participated elsewhere (especially outside the West) saw themselves as anti-capitalist, either then or in
the subsequent period. Peoples Global Action — the main network that then linked anarchists/activist
groups in the West to organisations in the Majority World — was never really that global and its scale
was often exaggerated.

5As the absence of any global movement against capitalism is so obvious, those with a desire to
believe in one have to go to impressive mental lengths. Ignoring the grand-standing of the authoritarian
left, the main technique in our circles is to think of all the diffuse struggles and moments of personal and
collective resistance implicit in class struggle, and then join them together by naming them: communism,
the movement of movements, the multitude — take your pick. Fundamentally this is an example of
magical thinking, by categorising and naming the diffuse and invisible it becomes real. The thing can
then be given attributes and desires can be projected on to it — unsurprisingly often exactly the same
desires the imaginer would like to see in a movement which expressed their politics. That these incidents
of struggle might be being carried out by people with fundamentally different beliefs, desires and needs
is unimportant, for it is the imaginary construct that matters, not its actual content.

6Andrew Flood, ‘S26 in Ireland and the Origins of the Anti-capitalist movement’, Workers Solidarity
Movement (Ireland), 13th September 2000.

7UK Anarchist Federation, Resistance, May 2009, p. 4. These quotes are just illustrations — you could
find many similar ones yourself. Don’t take it as a dig if you are allied to these organisations/tendencies.
Many of you I know are doing great stuff and are lovely people who I have shared laughs and struggles
with.
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the inhabitants of anarchist counter-societies were always, by definition, active
minorities. The minorities may have got larger in insurrectionary moments, but
they remained minorities always. The same can be said for libertarian subcultures
ever since. For the foreseeable future libertarians in temperate regions will remain
minorities, even as possibilities for widespread anarchy arise beyond the walls.
There are many things we can do, but we cannot change the fact that we will not
be joined voluntarily and actively by most citizens. We will always be within and
against, and this may become increasingly dangerous for all involved.

I live in an area with a sizeable anarchist subculture. I like living amongst peo-
ple who make my life lovelier in a society not of my choosing, and with whom I
can continue to engage in resistance. Such clustering is unfortunately almost de-
signed to attract unwanted attention. We should hold no illusions about our ability
to be simultaneously open to the world yet closed to the state, but ‘security culture’
measures can minimise the damage. In the end though, our security rests primarily
on the wider society, not simply the practices of the subcultures we create. Gov-
ernments would no doubt lock far more of us away than they do, but for now, in
many countries at least, there is some protection in the state’s fear that increased re-
pression risks widening resistance and more generally breaking the spell of illusory
social peace.

Counter-cultures need embedded security to survive, but our main security lies
hidden in the wider culture.

When we choose which interventions/campaigns/struggles to fight, and which
locations to live in, we should select them, where we can, partly on their potential
for social contagion. For the presence of factors that link us, and our desires, ethics
and needs, to those of the surrounding society. Doing so is self-protective. Beyond
our own security, choosing battles based on where people already are, and linking
the anarchies we are growing with existing ecologies, social relations and gains
from previous struggles, has the significant advantage of making anarchy more
translatable. As Colin Ward said:

Many years of attempting to be an anarchist propagandist have con-
vinced me that we win over our fellow citizens to anarchist ideas, pre-
cisely through drawing upon the common experience of the informal,
transient, self-organising networks of relationships that in fact make
the human community possible, rather than through the rejecting of
existing society as a whole in favour of some future society where some
different kind of humanity will live in perfect harmony.23

Seeking out other elements, other allies, wider compatible .social relations, en-
ables us to learn from them, aid them — and be aided in return. That’s not to say we

22Murray Bookchin, The Spanish Anarchists: The Heroic Years 1868–1936. Edinburgh: AK Press, 1988).
23Colin Ward, Anarchy in Action (London: Freedom Press, 1992), p. 5.
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northatweshoulddesistfromgrowingcommunitiesinwhichtoliveandlove;
ratherthatwewouldbewisetounderstandthatmany‘subversive’actions—and
socialrelations—increasinglyservetheneedsofpoweraswellasliberty.Thebal-
anceofadvantageshouldalwaysbetakenintoconsideration.Weneedtoalways
askourselvesthequestion:Towhatextentistheplannedactionormethodofsocial
relationshiplikelytohaemorrhagedataonpotentiallyresistiveidentities?Within-
creasinglypowerfulsurveillancestatesandstormsapproaching,ourresponsibility
toeachother,especiallytothoseasyetunimplicated,grows.

Yet,despitethiscontradiction,ifwedon’tbelieveinaglobalrevolutionaryfu-
ture,wemustlive(asweinfactalwayshadto)inthepresent.Shelvesoverflow
withhistoriesofpaststrugglesandhallucinationsofthepost-revolutionaryfuture
whilstsurprisinglylittlehasbeenwrittenaboutanarchistlifeunder,notafter,cap-
italism.19Yetthatiswheremostofusintemperateregionsare,andwheremostof
usarelikelytoremain.

Thestateisnotsomethingwhichcanbedestroyedbyarevolution,but
isacondition,acertainrelationshipbetweenhumanbeings,amodeof
humanbehaviour;wedestroyitbycontractingotherrelationships,by
behavingdifferently.
—GustavLandauer20

Inmanyplacesweare“behavingdifferently”byspreadingloveandco-
operationANDresistingand/oravoidingthosewhowouldbeourmasters.Oneof
thestrengthsofanarchistcurrentshasalwaysbeenthedesire,andattempt,tolive
ourethicsnow.Onedoesnotneedtobelieve,asmanyhave,thatcounter-cultures
arepre-figurativetoseetheirvalue.Afterall,whilstinmosttemperateplacesan-
archistsubculturesarenot“newworldsforthefuture”theystillremain“barracks
andsanctuariesfortoday.”21

Thisisnothingnew,evenifitdoesseem(initsownsmallway)toonceagainbe
becomingmorewidespread.Theclassicalanarchistperiodwaspropelledforward
primarilybypeasantinsurgencies(thinkZapataandtheMachnovicha)and
essentiallybohemian,mostlyurban,anarchist“counter-societies”(touseMurray
Bookchin’stermfortheworldscreatedbySpanishanarchistsbeforethefascist
counter-revolution).22FromSpainpre-1936,totheJewishanarchistsinNorth
America,theillegalistsofFranceandtheItaliananarcho-syndicalistsofArgentina;

18‘SilenceandBeyond’,in,Tiqqun1,(Paris:Tiqqun,1999).
19See:PaulAvrich,AnarchistVoices(Oakland:AKPress,2005),TheCall(London:ShortFusePress,

2010),ColinWard,AnarchyinAction(London:FreedomPress,1988),‘GrowingCounterCultures’,in,
DownwithEmpire,UpwithSpring!(TeWhanganuiaTara/Wellington:RebelPress,2006),pp.61–79,
Crimethinc,Droppingout:ARevolutionaryVindicationofRefusal,Margitiality,andSubculture(London:
ActiveDistribution,2010).

20GustavLandauer,RevolutionandotherWritings(Oakland:PMPress,2010).
21DownwithEmpire,UpwithSpring!(TeWhanganuiaTara/Wellingtcn:RebelPress,2006),p.77.
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Iloveus,there’ssomuchwecandoandbe,butthere
arelimits
Anarchistsaregrowinginnumber.Groupsandcounter-culturesareappearingin
countrieswheretherewerefew,orno,socialmovementanarchists8previously.Yet
anhonestappraisalofourstrengthsandprospects,andthoseofthecommunities
andclasseswearepartof,wouldshowclearlythatwearenotgrowing“thenew
societyintheshelloftheold”9,thatsomedaywillliberatetheworldinamoment
ofrupture.Theearthhasalotofplaceswithalotofpeople;arealitythatcan
increasinglyeasilygetlostintheweb-encapsulatedglobal(activist)village.10To
wanttoridtheworldofcapitalistsocialrelations,orfurtherstillcivilisation,isone
thing.Tobecapableofdoingsoissomethingelseentirely.Wearenoteverywhere
—wearerare.

Actions,circlesoffriends,socialcentres,urbanguerrillacells,magazineedi-
torialgroups,eco-warriors,housingco-ops,students,refuges,arsonists,parents,
squats,scientists,peasants,strikers,teachers,landbasedcommunes,musicians,
tribespeople,streetgangs,lovinginsurgentsandso,somuchelse.Anarchistscan
bewonderful.Wecanhavebeauty,andself-possessedpowerandpossibilityin
buckets.Wecannot,however,remaketheentireworld;therearenotenoughofus,
andneverwillbe.

Somemayarguethatagloballibertarianrevolutioncansucceedwithoutbeing
made,orsignificantlyaided,byovertanarchistsso‘our’presentnumbersandre-
sourcesarenullandvoid.Whileit’sagiventhatsocialcrisesandrevoltareregular
occurrencesinsocietiesbasedonclasswarfare;toputonesfaithinthe‘revolution-
aryimpulseoftheproletariat’isatheoryapproximatetosaying‘It’llbealrighton
thenight.’

Thereisunfortunatelylittleevidencefromhistorythattheworking
class—nevermindanyoneelse—isintrinsicallypredisposedtolib-
ertarianorecologicalrevolution.Thousandsofyearsofauthoritarian
socialisationfavourthejackboot…11

8Iusethephrase,‘socialmovementanarchists’,tomeanthoseofuswhoself-labelasanarchists,
andfeelalliedsomewhat,tolargelywesternoriginated,anarchisttraditions.Manypeoplesandindi-
vidualshave,anddo,liveanarchist/acephalouslives,withoutanylinktoourrelativelymodernsocial
movements.IwriteabouttheseotheranarchistsinChapter4—AfricanRoadstoAnarchy

9Statementsthatrefertobuildingorgrowingthenewsocietyintheshelloftheoldarerelatively
commoninlibertarianwriting.Thoughtheconceptpredatesit,theoriginofthesephrasesisthoughtto
bethecenturyoldpreambleoftheconstitutionoftheIndustrialWorkersoftheWorld:“Byorganising
industriallyweareformingthestructureofthenewsocietywithintheshelloftheold.”

10Surethewebconnectstheglobe,butmostofusenduphearingmainlypeoplejustlikeourselves:
“Weendupwithinthesefilterbubbles…whereweseethepeoplewealreadyknowandthepeoplewho
aresimilartothepeoplewealreadyknow.Andwetendnottoseethewiderpicture.”EthanZucker-man,
ListeningtoGlobalVoices,TED,(https://www.ted.com/).
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Neither we, nor anyone else, can create a libertarian and ecological global future
society by expanding social movements. Further, there is no reason to think that
in the absence of such a vast expansion, a global social transformation congruent
with our desires will ever happen. As anarchists we are not the seed of the future
society in the shell of the old, but merely one of many elements from which the
future is forming. That’s ok; when faced with such scale and complexity, there is a
value in non-servile humility — even for insurgents.

To give up hope for global anarchist revolution is not to resign oneself to anar-
chy remaining an eternal protest. Seaweed puts it well:

Revolution is not everywhere or nowhere. Any bioregion can be liber-
ated through a succession of events and strategies based on the condi-
tions unique to it, mostly as the grip of civilisation in that area weakens
through its own volition or through the efforts of its inhabitants… Civil-
isation didn’t succeed everywhere at once, and so it’s undoing might
only occur to varying degrees in different places at different times.12

Even if an area is seemingly fully under the control of authority there are always
places to go, to live in, to love in and to resist from. And we can extend those spaces.
The global situation may seem beyond us, but the local never is. As anarchists we
are neither entirely powerless nor potentially omnipotent, thankfully.

From anti-globalisation to climate change
For many of us, when the turn of the century anti-globalisation surge lost its mo-
mentum,13 the global thinking, and religious optimism went with it. However, in
the last few years, an attempt to resurrect the ‘global movement’ appeared amongst
us once again — this time around climate change.

The mobilisation at the Copenhagen UN Climate Change Conference was billed
by many as the next Seattle14 and some groups have claimed they are “building
a global movement to solve the climate crisis.”15 Greenpeace, for instance, says

11Down with Empire, Up with Spring! (Te Whanganui a Tara/Wellington: Rebel Press, 2006), p. 74.
12Seaweed, Land and Liberty: Toward an organically self-organized subsistence movement, (‘Occupied

Isles of British Columbia’: Self Published, 2002). Available online: (http://www.anti-politics.net/distro).
13We started to be defeated on the streets by the police, bored by the routine, infiltrated by the left,

intimidated by lengthy prison sentences, overshadowed by Islamist insurgence and Western wars of
invasion, watered down by immersion in the anti-war movement and then weakened by its failure.
Some key struggles were on some levels won (GM Terminator technology stalled andWTO negotiations
imploded), many migrated to more advantageous (or dramatic) terrains of straggle, some battles moved
beyond what was generally acceptable. Many consolidated locally and/or abandoned illusions about
the mass and the spectacular. Myriad ‘non-political’ issues of everyday life — kids, generational shift,
depression, death and employment — should also not be underestimated.
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New communication technologies = New ways of making us talk.
When these new technologies are combined with old fashioned ‘human intel-

ligence’ gathered by informers and infiltrators operating within resistant commu-
nities, states and corporations can gain a level of oversight that would have been
unthought-of even a few decades ago. Whether or not control technologies con-
verge to create an intelligence state that understands everyone rather than merely
gathers data on them is yet to be seen; but against those pre-existing cultures of
opposition the lenses are very much already focused. Sadly, much of the focusing
is done by us.

The fact that our tyrannical enemy no longer draws its power from its
ability to shut people up, but from its aptitude to make them talk — i.e,
from the fact that it has moved its centre of gravity from its mastery of
the world itself to its seizure of the world’s mode of disclosure requires
that a few tactical adjustments be made.
— “Silence and Beyond”, Tiqqun 1

A limited response would be (along with abandoning any dialogue with power
and spectacle) relinquishing the use of new near universal communication technolo-
gies. Though this may have wider lifestyle benefits, it may also increasingly make
oneself stand out. According to a UK military mid-term future projection: “By the
end of the period [2036] it is likely that the majority of the global population will
find it difficult to ‘turn the outside world off.’ ICT [information and communication
technology] is likely to be so pervasive that people are permanently connected to
a network or two-way data stream with inherent challenges to civil liberties; being
disconnected could be considered suspicious.”16 We are moving to such a future
fast. When the French anti-terrorist police invaded the land community in Tarnac
in 2008 one of the public justifications they gave for suspecting that a terrorist cell
was forming was that few on the land had mobiles!17

The agreed convention is that the first step for those who, having planned the
future, now wish to bring it about is to make oneself known, make one’s voice
heard — speak truth to power. Yet “the listener imposes the terms, not the talker.”18
Much of the low-level contestation that characterises activism, and the limited so-
cial spaces that make up counter-cultures, actively mark out areas, and people, in
need of potential policing. That’s not to say that all resistance is futile (if meaning-
ful, achievable objectives are kept in mind, and tactics not transformed into aims),
states.” — ‘CCTV in the Sky: police plan to use military-style spy drones’, Guardian, 23.1.2010. More
recently ACPO confirmed that three forces are already using drones and a national scheme is out for
tender, ‘Unmanned drones may be used in police surveillance’, Guardian, 24.9.2010.

16Development, Concepts and Doctrine Centre, Global Strategic Trends Programme 2007–2036 (Lon-
don: Ministry of Defence, 2006). ‘A source document for the development of UK defence policy’ quoted
in, Gwynne Dyer, Climate Wars (Toronto: Random House, 2009), p. 5.

17‘Rural idyll or terrorist hub?’, Guardian, 3.1.2009.
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up—inmycountrytherichestliveonaverage10yearslongerthanthepoorest10
andoneofthegreatestsinglepredictorsoffatalheartdisease—thankstosocial
stress—ishowlowoneisinahierarchy.11Justasworldwidemorepeoplekill
themselvesthangetkilledinwarsandthroughinterpersonalviolence,12inBritain
suicideremainsthehighestsinglecauseofdeathforbothmalesandfemalesaged
15–34.13Assimilationispainfulandtrauma,self-harm,abuseandaddictionarerife.
AsRaoulVaneigemsaid,formany,“thegreatestkeptstatesecretisthemiseryof
everydaylife.”14

Ourlivescanbebetter,freer,andwilderthanthisandasanarchistswedoour
utmosttomakethemso,notintheever-afterofpost-revolutionaryheaven,but
now.Neverthelessdespitebeinganarchistsmanyofusfindourselvesinrelatively
temperatesocialclimatesfarfromovertconflictonthescalelikelytobeseenbe-
yondthewalls.Thisbringsbothadvantagesanddisadvantages.

Surveillancestates&securitycultures
TheFortressfacesinwardsaswellasout.Increasinglynewtechnologiesofcon-
trolarebroughtinunderthejustificationoffearofthebarbarians—whetherof
terroristsormigrants.Somewhatevocativeofsci-fidystopias(nottomentionthe
GazaStrip)covertsurveillancedronesarealreadyflyingBritishskiesintroduced
initiallyformaritimebordercontrol,apublicjustificationwhichthepolicethem-
selvesadmitislargelyaruse.15Inmanycountries,cameras,somenowwithmicro-
phones,proliferatetothepointofbeingpracticallyinvisible—notbecausetheyare
covertbutbecausetheyhavebeennormalised.Pervasivetechnologiesofcontrol,
manyevenpaidforbyourselvesandadoptedvoluntarily,suchasmobiles,com-
puters,bankcardsandroadcameras(withnumberplaterecognition)mapsocial
networks,changingaffiliationsandphysicalmovements.

10‘PoorinUKdying10yearsearlierthantherich,despiteyearsofgovernmentaction’,Guardian,
2.7.2010.

11RichardWilkinson,MindtheGap:Hierarchies,HealthandHumanEvolution(London:Weidenfeld
&Nicholson,2000).

12JamesPhillips,Trauma,RepairandRecovery(Oxford:OxfordUniversityPress,2008),p.5.
13Thisstatisticinvolvesanorderingofdatawhichsplitsbothcancersandaccidents.See:ClareGrif-

fithsetal.,LeadingcausesofdeathinEnglandandWales—Howshouldwegroupcauses?(London:
NationalOfficeofStatistics,2005),p.11.

14RaoulVaneigem,TheRevolutionofEverydayLife(London:RebelPress,1983).
15“PoliceintheUKareplanningtouseunmannedspydrones,controversiallydeployedin

Afghanistan,forthe‘routine’monitoringofantisocialmotorists,protesters,agriculturalthievesand
fly-tippers…Previously,KentpolicehassaidthedroneschemewasintendedforuseovertheEnglish
channeltomonitorshippinganddetectimmigrantscrossingfromFrance.However,thedocuments
suggestthemaritimefocuswas,atleastinpart,apublicrelationsstrategydesignedtominimisecivil
libertyconcerns.‘Thereispotentialforthese[maritime]usestobeprojectedasa‘goodnews’story
tothepublicratherthanmore‘bigbrother”aminutefromoneoftheearliestmeetings,inJuly2007,

13

“climatechangeisaglobalpublic‘bad’.Tosolveitrequiresglobalcollectiveaction…
Wehavenoalternativebuttobuildaglobalgrassrootsmovement,movepoliticians
forward,andforcecorporationsandbankstochangedirection.”16I’lltakeitas
agiventhatyouthereaderunderstandthenaiveunrealityofsuchlobbygroups
butit’sworthlookingatthoseatthelessinstitutionalisedendofclimatechange
campaigning.

Therearethreemaintendencies,andsometimesfolkwanderfromonetoan-
other.Firstly,therearethosethathavesimilarbeliefstoGreenpeace—i.e.‘direct
action’asanawarenessraising/lobbyingstrategy.Secondly,therearethosewho
usethediscoursearoundclimatechangetoaidmobilisationinlocalcampaigns
which,thoughunlikelytohaveanyeffectonclimatechange,atleasthaveprac-
ticalandsometimesachievableobjectivesinmindi.e.haltingthedestructionof
anecosystem/theworseningwellbeing17ofacommunityorsimplyincreasingself-
sufficiency.18Thirdly,therearethosenostalgicanti-capitalistswhoenvision‘cli-
matejustice’asametamorphosisoftheimagined“alter-globalisationmovement”19
(noticeit’sincreasinglynolongeranti-globalisation).Ananonymouswriterde-
scribedthelasttendencywell:

[Whenactivists]trytoconvinceusthatit’sthe‘lastchancetosavethe
earth’…it’sbecausethey’retryingtobuildsocialmovements…Thereis
agrowinganddisturbingtrendthathasbeenlingeringaroundradical
circlesoverthelastfewyears,basedontheideathatblindpositivity
canleadtointerestingandunexpectedsuccesses.MichaelHardtand
TonyNegri’sbookshaveprovidedsomeofthetheoreticalbasesforthis,
andithasbeentakenupbysomewhowanttounitethemassesunder
thebannerofprecarity,organisemigrantsandmobiliseforsummits.
Formanycomingfromtheleftwingtradition,ithasbeenthemessage
ofhopethattheywerewantingtohear,atatimewhentheirideologies
seemedmoremoribundthanever.
…Theoreticianswhoshouldunderstandcapitalismwellenoughto

14ApartfrombeinghopelesslyUSA-centricthiswassurelyanotherexampleoffundamentallymagical
thinking.OnewondersifanequationthatconcludedCopenhagen=Seattlewouldhavebeenaspopular
ifCOP15hadoccurrednearthesixthanniversaryofSeattleratherthanthenumericallyelegantten
yearanniversary.

15The10.10.10dayorganisedby350.orgsaw1600+eventsin135countries,mostlyoftheritualistic
treeplanting/lightbulbchangingvarietythoughalsoappropriatelywiththeoptionof‘faithwork’.

16JohnSauven—ExecutiveDirectorofGreenpeaceUK,‘Globalcollectiveactionisthekeytosolving
climatechange’,Guardian,16February2010,p.33.

17SeethesadlynowevictedMainshillSolidarityCamporthesuccessfulClimateCamplinkedcam-
paignagainsttheexpansionofHeathrowAirport.

18SomeofthegroupsalliedtoTransitionTownswouldbethemostobviousexample,atleastinthe
BritishIsles.

19SeeTadzioMullerandBenTrott,HowDoYouInstitutionaliseaSwarm?(https://www.zeitschrift-
luxemburg.de/?p=412).
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know better, write that a global basic income or free movement for
all is an achievable goal. They may not believe it themselves, but
ostensibly want to inspire others to believe in it, claiming that the
‘moments of excess’ generated by such Utopian dreams will give rise
to potent movements for change. Climate change… is certainly a
suitable testing ground for the politics of manufactured hope, being
so alienated from our actual everyday realities. But whilst the new
movement politicians — facilitators not dictators — watch their
movements grow, there is still a case for living in the real world.20

Outside the convention centres the new stars appear more and more like those
within. Inside and out the message is that a global future is winnable if only we
organise. However, the reality both within ecosystems generally and peoples stom-
achs in particular is that there is no global singular future21 and no imaginary com-
munity, either of states or ‘multitudes’ (or both a la Cochabamba)22 can stop climate
change.

Given our obvious inability to re-make the entire world the way we might like
it to be, some replace the myth of ‘global revolution’ with a belief in imminent
‘global collapse’ — these days usually some mix of climate change and peak oil. As
we shall see later (both in the next chapters and our future years) global heating will
severely challenge civilisation in some areas and probably vanquish it in others. Yet
in some regions it will likely open up possibilities for the spread of civilisations rule.
Some lands may remain (relatively) temperate — climatically and socially. As for
civilisation, so for anarchy and anarchists — severely challenged, sometimes van-
quished; possibilities for liberty and wildness opening up, possibilities for liberty
and wildness closing. The unevenness of the present will be made more so. There
is no global future.

20You are Now Fucked, Natterjack Press, (https://www.natterjackpress.co.uk/menu/downloads.php).
The title refers to a Climate Camp leaflet the front cover of which was simply the text “You are Not
Fucked”.

21Unless of course climate change reaches one of the truly End Times possibilities outlined well by
Mark Lynas in his description of the end-Permianwipeout. This is a possibility…Mark Lynas, Six Degrees:
Our Future on a Hotter Planet (London: HarperCollins, 2007), p. 243.

22The 2010 World People’s Conference on Climate Change and the Rights of Mother Earth was
called for and hosted by the Bolivian Government. For a good anarchist critique see: Dariush Sokolov,
‘Cochabamba: Beyond the Complex — Anarchist Pride’, Shift Magazine No. 9, 2010. A far more pro — if
still somewhat questioning — approach to the conference can be found in: Building Bridges Collective,
Space for Movement? Reflections from Bolivia on climate justice, social movements and the state (Bristol:
Self-published, 2010).
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energy that could result in “major destabilisation, an increase in rioting and po-
tentially significant problems with international migration, as people move out to
avoid food and water shortages.”7 Though this storm may initially break elsewhere,
those states (and their captives) that rely heavily on international trade will be hit.

Such a picture of social conflict should not give the false impression that the
coming ‘troubles’ will result in some kind of libertarian social transcendence. To
suspect that the futurewill see an increase in trouble and that some of those troubles
will be ‘us’, does not presume any form of overall ‘victory’. Rather, social crises
are inevitable in societies based on class warfare, and will only be exaggerated by
the emerging conditions. Additionally, it would be unwise to ignore the pacifying
effect of everywhere else being perceived as ‘worse’. In Chapter 3 (Desert Storms)
we looked at how lands such as America and the British Isles etc. may “fall back on
a combination of policies that add up to quarantine” and it would be naive to think
this would be a policy favoured by states only; indeed we can expect stronger calls
for More Borders to come from across classes.8 In contrast Lovelock has, some may
be surprised to find, an optimistic view:

Scandinavia and the oceanic parts of northern Europe such as the
British Isles may be spared the worst of heat and drought that global
heating brings. This puts a special responsibility upon us to … give
refuge to the unimaginably large influx of climate refugees.9

Legal immigration today is class (and to a certain extent race) selective and this
is likely to become only more the case. Overall struggles are extremely unlikely to
change this, though when focused on individuals will no doubt continue to have
some great successes.

While those of us living ‘behind the walls’ may be shielded from some of the
more overt and large scale conflicts — and opportunities — that are likely to char-
acterise this century, the social war is all around us. The lack of overt civil war
is merely a sign of the depth of our domestication, as in most places, the policing
needs only be sporadic. Pecking orders are almost everywhere, and from the bore-
dom, pain and indignity of wage labour to our exclusion from the land community,
we live in (and are) occupied territory. If we disregard the illogic of private property
and take food or shelter when needed we risk facing security guards, bailiffs, police
and prisons. Though largely absent from the spectacle the class casualties mount

7John Beddington, quoted in, World faces ‘Perfect storm’ of problems by 2030, chief scientist to warn’,
The Guardian, 18.3.2009.

8UK immigration control was actually a ‘victory’ (sic) first brought in following a huge mobilisation
by the Left against Jewish migrants. Noticeably pretty much the only section of the Left that agitated
against it was the only groups that did not accept borders at all — the anarchists. See: Steve Cohen,
That’s Funny, You Don’t Look Anti-Semitic: Anti-racist Analysis of Left Anti-Semitism (London: Beyond
the Pale Press, 1984).

9James Lovelock, Climate Change on the Living Earth, The Royal Society, 29 October 2007.
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agriculturalforms.
InthefilmChildrenofMencountriesworld-wideseemtobeengulfedinfamine,

insurrection,civilwar,epidemicsand‘natural’disasters.MeanwhileBritain“sol-
dierson”withabanalauthoritariansystemthatseesmostpeoplecontinuingin
theirassignedclassrolesandtravellingdailytoworkasmuchoftheplanetseem-
inglyimplodesaroundthem.Polyglotrefugeesinvastnumbersareimprisonedin
aseasideghettotown.Suchapicturecouldbeanimagefromthefutureclimatefor
notjusttheBritainIslesbutmanytemperatecountries,especiallythosestateswith
oceanicborders(whichbothmoderateclimaticextremesandenableeasierborder
control)suchasNewZealand,Tasmaniaetc.Whileconformityandsocialcopying
will,Isuspect,remainthenorm,increasinglyauthoritarianconditionsandtheeco-
nomiceffectofglobaldislocations,willoccasionallyfermentspectacularepisodes
ofclassangerandthewiderformationofdissidentcultures—however‘marginal.’
GordHilloftheKwakwaka’wakwnationmayhaveitaboutright:

Theconvergenceofwar,economicdeclineandecologicalcrisiswill
leadtogreateroverallsocialconflictwithintheimperialistnationsin
theyearstocome.Itisthisgrowingconflictthatwillcreatechangesin
thepresentsocialconditions[with]greateropportunitiesfororganised
resistance.Therulersarewellawareofthis,anditisforthisreason
thatstaterepressionisnowbeingestablishedasaprimarymeansof
socialcontrol(i.egreatlyexpandedpolice-militaryforces,newterror
lawsetc)…Wearenowinaperiodthatcanbedescribedasthe‘calm
beforethestorm’.6

MirroringGordHill,butfromastatistperspective,theUKchiefscientisthas
warnedofa“perfectstorm”in2030duetopotentialshortagesofwater,foodand

2Forexamplesomemodelspredictthat“thedroughtconditionsassociatedwiththebriefAmerican
Dustbowlcouldconceivablybecomethe[AmericanSouthwest]regionsnewclimate.”—LaurenceC.
Smith,TheWorldin2050:FourForcesShapingCivilization’sNorthernFuture(NewYork:Penguin,2010),
p.108.

3“Theclimatewarcouldkillnearlyallofusandleavethefewsurvivorslivingastoneageexistence.
Butinseveralplacesintheworld,includingtheUK,wehaveachanceofsurvivingandevenofliving
well.”—JamesLovelock,TheVanishingFaceofGaia:AFinalWarning(London:Penguin,2009),p.22.
ForaninterestingperspectiveonafutureBritainIslessee:MarekKohn,TurnedOutNice:HowtheBritish
IsleswillChangeastheWorldHeatsUp(London:Faber&Faber,2010).

4“SocialWar:Thenarrativeof‘classstruggle’developedbeyondclasstoincludethecomplexitiesand
multiplicitiesof…conflictwithinallhierarchicalsocialrelations.”—LiamSionnach,‘EarthFirstMeans
SocialWar:BecominganAnti-CapitalistEcologicalSocialForce’,in,EarthFirst!Journal,Lughnasadh
2008,Vol.28,No.5.

5Europol,TerroristActivityintheEuropeanUnion:SituationsandTrendsReport(Europol:The
Hague,2003).

6Zig-Zag,ColonizationandDecolonization:AManualforIndigenousLiberationinthe21stCentury
(Victoria:WarriorPublications,2006),p.28.

2.It’sLaterThanWeThought
Observedclimatechangeisfasterthanexpected
Onerecurringthemeinenvironmentalismisthattheapocalypseisalwaysimmi-
nentbutforeverdeferred.Everygenerationseemstohaveonelastchancetosave
theplanet.BiologistBarryCommonersaidbackin1970:“Weareinaperiodof
grace,wehavethetime—perhapsageneration—inwhichtosavetheenviron-
mentfromthefinaleffectsoftheviolencewehavealreadydonetoit.”1Similar
pronouncementscanbeheardtodaybuttheperiodofgraceisprobablyover.Back
in1990theeditorsofTheEcologistsetoutageneralevaluationofthestateofthe
earthin5000DaystoSavethePlanet:

Todaywearetoldthatourplanetisincrisis,thatwearedestroyingand
pollutingourwaytoaglobalcatastrophe…Wemayhaveaslittleasfif-
teenyears,perhapsasshortatimeas5000daystosavetheplanet…
OneofthemajorconcernsarisingoutoftheGaiatheoryisthatweare
pushingnaturalprocessesbeyondtheircapacitytomaintainanatmo-
spherefitforhigherformsoflife.Beyondacertainpoint,thesystem
mayfliptoanentirelynewstatewhichwouldbeextremelyuncomfort-
ableforlifeasweknowit…oncetriggered,thechangetothenewstate
couldoccurwithextremerapidity.2

By2005thecountdownenvisagedinthetitlehadreachedzeroandtheorigina-
toroftheGaiatheory,JamesLovelock,waswritingTheRevengeofGaiawherehe
wouldstatethathethoughtthelivingearthwasprobablynowmovingirrevocably
toahotstate.Lovelockcametothisconclusionprimarilyasaresultofseeingsci-
entificobservationsofclimatechangesurpassingwhatmostpredictionssaidwas
meanttobehappening.InanaddresstotheRoyalSocietyhestated:

ThepositivefeedbackonheatingfromthemeltingoffloatingArctic
andAntarcticicealoneiscausinganaccelerationofsystemdrivenheat-
ingwhosetotalwillsoonoralreadybegreaterthanthatfromallofthe
pollutionCO2thatwehavesofaradded.Thissuggeststhatimplement-
ingKyotoorsomesuperKyotoismostunlikelytosucceed…wehave

1Quotedin,ChristopherManes,GreenRage:RadicalEnvironmentalismandtheUnmakingofCivili-
sation(Boston:LittleBrownandCompany,1990),p.25.

2EdwardGoldsmithetal,5000DaystoSavethePlanet(London:Hamlyn,1990).
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to understand that the Earth System is now in positive feedback and is
moving ineluctably towards the stable hot state of past climates.3

Lovelock’s public advocacy of nuclear power,4 disbelief in wind farms as a
panacea and his clear statements that massive climate change is now probably in-
evitable has made him unpopular with many greens. He’s definitely ‘off-message’.
It’s rather inconvenient, then, that he’s got such a good environmental and scien-
tific pedigree. As a polymath in his nineties he has worked in many fields. Notably,
he invented the Electron Capture Detector that made the discovery of the Ozone
Hole and the writing of Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring5 possible. His initially hereti-
cal Gaia hypothesis, of a self managing living earth, is now widely accepted under
the title Earth System Science. He’s long argued for wild land expansion and been
sympathetic to ecological defence actions. As an avid hiker he even carried out a
personal bombing campaign around the right to roam way back in the 1930s! His
detractors often admire his pioneering work but say (in a somewhat ageist manner)
that he has now gone a bit batty. The real problem, though, is that he has made a
professional career of being beholden to no-one else’s ideology or pay-packet. As
such he has the capacity to say what many in scientific and environmental institu-
tions are thinking but are afraid to say so directly in public. Lovelock thinks that
a range of factors have led to a consistent under-diagnosis of the extent of human
effects on the earth. These factors include:

• A speed and complexity of change which research/publication schedules can-
not keep up with.

• A failure to see and comprehend the living earth as a dynamic self-regulating
system.

• A lack of joined up thinking due to academic compartmentalisation.
• Governmental pressures on the writing of IPCC synthesis reports.6
• The possibly considerable masking of present heating by global dimming.7

3James Lovelock, Climate Change on the Living Earth, Lecture at The Royal Society, 29 October 2007.
4His pro-nuclear stance is practical if you are pro-civilisation like he is. He does not say that nuclear

power is the solution to global heating which he sees as now inevitable. He thinks nuclear fission and
eventually nuclear fusion are the only technologies capable of ‘keeping the lights on’ as civilisation
retreats. As someone who wants the lights to go out, I can see the logic of his arguments but wanting
the opposite have no need to agree with his stance or reject his wider arguments because of it.

5Arguably the book that launched the environmental (rather than conservation) movement.
6Here it is less the science itself which is at question but its presentation in the policy-makers sum-

mary, the editing and wording of which does come under some level of governmental pressure. Others
in the field have also called for increased independence from governments: ‘IPCC: cherish it, tweak it
or scrap it?’, in, Nature, 11 February 2010.

7Industrial pollution has increased aerosol particles in the atmosphere which are thought to
reflect sunlight back into space and seed clouds. If one could somehow turn off global indus-
try tomorrow, this dimming effect would disappear and surface temperatures could rise signifi-

9. Anarchists Behind the
Walls

Social war in temperate climates

James Lovelock says that in the “predicted climate catastrophe… what is at risk is
civilisation.”1 I am unfortunately less optimistic — civilisation in some form or other
will persist, at least in many regions. It is no accident that the first civilisation to
spread globally originates in temperate Europe. Many other civilisations raised up
empires only to destroy their environments and collapse. The oceanic temperate
climate gave Western European civilisation a wider margin of error, enabling civil-
isation to escape its own regional locality and devour much of the earth. As with
other civilisations, it leaves deserts in its footprints — but being global in reach but
temperate in origin the physical deserts are largely elsewhere. Thus some of the key
countries historically responsible for global heating will be the least dramatically
affected by it — at least directly.

While those large capitalist core countries that spanmultiple climate zones (Aus-
tralia, USA, Russia) may see considerable direct disruption,2 under most models
those living in temperate zones — especially oceanic and mountainous lands — can
expect a heated, yet relatively calm, climate punctuated by extreme events.3 To a
very large degree the forecast for social war4 is likely to be similar to that of the
climate forecast: heated, yet relatively calm, while punctuated by extreme events.
Relative, that is, to situations elsewhere on a rapidly heating and conflicted planet,
NOT relative to social and climatic situations today. Mediterranean lands will prob-
ably get far hotter — in both senses — and this may favour the growth of anarchists
in a spreading version of what Europol has referred to as the “Mediterranean trian-
gle of anarchistic violence”.5 Generally speaking landlocked temperate countries
in the middle of continents are likely to see their summers get considerably hot-
ter, with some such as Lovelock even predicting the functional collapse of existing

1James Lovelock, The Revenge of Gaia (London: Penguin, 2006), p. 10. Some have questioned if he
genuinely thinks this, implying he is exaggerating for effect or to encourage action. I asked him this
personally and he said he does genuinely think this is probably the case.
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butisbynomeansaghosttown.“Pripyatbeganreturningtonatureassoonasthe
peopleleft,andtherewasnoonetotrimandpruneandweed.”28

Nature’sincrediblepowertore-growandflourishfollowingdisastersisevident
bothfrompreviousmassextinctionsandfromitsabilitytohealmanylandsscarred
bycivilisation.Itstruepowerisrarelyconsideredwithinthesealed,anthropocen-
tricthinkingofthosethatwouldprofitfromthepresentorattempttoplanthe
future.YetthefunctioningoftheEarthSystemisdestructiveaswellasbountiful
anditisnotaconsciousgodwithaninterestinpreservingusoritspresentarrange-
ment—somethingwemayfindoutiftheEarthisnowmovingtoanewmuchhotter
state.Withusorwithoutus,“whiletheclasswarisvicious—therecanbeonly
onewinner,thewild.”29Inasensethereissolaceinthis,butweshouldnotlookto
such‘victory’asChristianFundamentalistslooktotheir‘rapture’,forthosespecies
thathavebeenpushedtooblivionwillnotrisefromthedeadandneithershallwe.
Nevertheless,naturebatslast.

28MaryMycio,WormwoodForest:ANaturalHistoryofChernobyl(Washington:JosephHenryPress,
2005),p.6.ElementsintheUkranianstatearepresently(2010)pushingtore-domesticatemuchofthe
desertedlandforagriculturalproduction.

29DownwithEmpire,UpwithSpring!(TeWhanganuiaTara/Wellington:RebelPress,2006),p.159.
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It’sbeyondthescopeofthistexttogiveanoverallsummationofLovelock’s
thinking,nevermindthewidersciencearoundglobalheating.Partofthenature
oftheproblemisthatbythetimeyoureadthisthesciencewillhavemovedon
considerably.IfyouareinterestedhavealookatthesourcesIhavereferencedand
readwideryourself.Howeverwhilethedetailsmayvarytheinexorabledirection
ofmuchofthescienceseemstobethatweareprobablyheadingtoaconsider-
ablyhotterearth,andfast.Recentobservationsputusfurtherdowntheroadthan
manyofusthoughtevenafewyearsago.Decadeslaterdowntheroad.Combined
withinertiaaroundreducingcarbonemissionsthismakesthechancesof‘stopping’
massiveclimatechangeprobablyratherslight.

WhileNGOsarestillbabblingaboutstoppingatwodegreeswarming,increas-
inglymanyclimatescientistsarediscussingafourdegreewarmingbyendofthe
centuryorevenasearlyas2060.8Thisisbynomeansafringeworry.The2007
IPCCreportpredictedariseofbetween2and6.4℃thiscentury.BobWatson,its
formerchairmanhaswarnedthatthe“worldshouldworkonmitigationandadap-
tationstrategiesto‘preparefor4℃ofwarming.”’9ThisisbadenoughbutLovelock
goesfurtherandcitesanumberoffeedbackmechanismshethinksarealreadymov-
ingustoanevenhotterstate,ofwhichthemeltingofseaicementionedaboveis
themostwellknown.Whatcouldthisnewhotstatelooklike?Somehighlights:

•Hotdesertsspreadingovermuchoftheglobalsouthandintosouthernand
evensomeofcentralEurope.

•Colddesertspredominantlyintheglobalnorthretractingtoleavenewfron-
tierlandinSiberia,Scandinavia,Canada,Greenland,Alaskaandeventoa
certainextentintheAntarctic.

cantly,almostimmediately.Thiscouldpushfeedbackmechanismsintoplace,withmassivein-
creasesingreenhousegasesbeingemittedbynon-humanmanagedsystems.Lovelocksaysfor
thisreasonhethinkswearelivingina“fool’sclimate”—damnedifwedoanddamnedifwe
don’t.HereIhaveoutlinedaverysimple(andthereforeflawed)pictureofaverycomplexpro-
cess.Forabetterstatingofthetheory,seeMeinratAndreaeetal.‘Strongpresent-dayaerosol
coolingimpliesahotfuture’,in,Nature,30June2005.Foramoreapproachable(ifsimplisticand
partiallyoutofdate)introtoglobaldimmingwatchBBC’s2005‘GlobalDimming’documentary,
(https://www.bbc.co.uk/sn/tvradio/programmes/horizon/dimming_trans.shtml).Themaskingaffectis
nowwidelyacceptedbutitsextentisstillunknown.Forinstanceina2008studybytheMetOffice
HadleyCentremodelsshowedeitheramodestorsevereincreaseinheatingfollowingasuddenremoval
ofhaze.Eitherway“Itisverylikelythatpresent-dayaerosolcoolingissuppressingamajorportionof
currentgreenhousewarming.”—PeterStottetal.,‘Observedclimatechangeconstrainsthelikelihood
ofextremefutureglobalwarming’,in,TellusB,60:pp.76–81,2008.Amongtheadvocatesofpurpose-
fulgeo-engineeringtheideaofincreasingglobaldimmingbydumpingsulphatesintothestratosphere
seemstobegainingsupport,ohjoy..It’sworthunderliningthatbythetimeyoureadthismuchofthe
sciencewillhavebeensuperseded/advanced.

8ProceedingsoftheSeptember2009conference—‘4DegreesandBeyond:Implicationsofaglobal
changeof4plusdegreesforpeople,ecosystemsandtheearth-system’,jointlysponsoredbytheUni-
versityofOxford,theTyndallCentreforClimateChangeResearch,andtheMetOfficeHadleyCentre,
https://www.eci.ox.ac.uk/4degrees

9BobWatson,quotedin,‘HowtoSurvivetheComingCentury’,NewScientist,25February2009.
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• Mass attempts at migration from arid zones to the still habitable areas.
• Mass human die-off coupled with accelerating species extinctions.

Lovelock puts it rather bluntly:

Humans are in a pretty difficult position and I don’t think they are
clever enough to handle what’s ahead. I think they’ll survive as a
species all right, but the cull during this century is going to be huge…
The number remaining at the end of the century will probably be a
billion or less.10

Of course, I don’t know this is a true picture of present and future climate change.
The true complexity of the Earth System (and human social dynamics within it) is
probably beyond our comprehension (definitely beyond mine) and models should
not be confused with reality. My informed hunch (that’s all one has in the fool-
making business of describing the future) is that the picture painted is probably
a reasonable approximation. You may not think so, but I would ask that you run
with me as it’s a possibility worth considering. That hunch is as much informed
by an anarchist critique of capitalism as it is a reading of climate science. Looking
around me, it’s a lovely bright day and the leaves of the trees are almost shining;
but little in the society in which I live indicates to me that a problem of the scale
and complexity of climate change is going to get fixed. Given that, I feel that the
big question posed is not so much if we will reach a world somewhat resembling
that outlined above but when.

Lovelock is seriously proposing that such a world (or to be more accurate, such
worlds) will emerge by the end of this century, and that emergence trends will start
to become obvious by mid century. It could take longer, but either way it may be
advantageous to take such shifts into consideration when thinking about what we
want to achieve in our lives.

Here, to be clear, we are not talking about amillennial apocalypse, though it may
feel like that to some caught in its more horrible or exciting moments. Rather we
are talking about massive accelerating change. James Hansen (NASA), comments:

If we wish to preserve a planet similar to that in which civilization de-
veloped and to which life adapted, Palaeolithic evidence and ongoing
climate change suggest that CO2 will need to be reduced from its cur-
rent 385 ppm to at most 350 ppm.11

Chances are it won’t be. The environmental niche that civilisation (class divided
agriculturally-sustained city culture) developed in is on the way out. With it will
probably go many of civilisation’s citizens. And there are many, many citizens.

10Quoted in, ‘How to Survive the Coming Century’, New Scientist, 25 February 2009.
11James Hansen, quoted by Bill McKibben, in, ‘Civilizations Last Chance’, Los Angeles Times, May 11

2008.
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they might is, in some places, opening the door to large scale rewilding25 somewhat
resembling the wilderness regeneration advocated by radical environmentalists for
decades. Smaller ecological restoration26 projects seem to be also on the increase.

Advantage —The situation is dire.

One can’t really make the situation much worse, and one’s actions could help make
a real difference in struggles to defend wildness and liberty.

An obvious criticism of damage control is that it could be seen as treating the
symptoms and not the root cause. Diagnosis of the malady is clear but it would be
deluded to believe one had (or more ominously was) the cure. Whatever the prog-
nosis, the spread of the disease is surely still worth resisting and if anything climate
change only underlines this. Slowing the destruction of wilderness (what Lovelock
describes as “the vanishing face of Gaia”27) may enable the Earth System to better
deal with continuing anthropogenic releases of carbon dioxide, a significant per-
centage of which it’s worth remembering, arise at the moment from deforestation.
This is not to say that habitat defence can ‘stop climate change’. Like it or not cli-
mate change is probably now the context in which ecological struggles are fought,
not a subject against which one can struggle.

Nature bats last

In Eastern Europe an amazing wilderness throngs with elk and wolves. Above the
woods and pastures of Wormwood Forest eagle owls fly whilst beavers build dams
in the rivers and swamps. In what has become effectively one of Europe’s largest
nature reserves creepers climb buildings, lynx run in abandoned fields and pines
have long since broken through much of the tarmac. Welcome to the Chernobyl
exclusion zone. Following the 1986 nuclear disaster over 120,000 people were evac-
uated from the area — most never to return. In the heart of the zone, the previously
50,000 strong city of Pripyat is now deserted — bar a small number of squatters —

24Thomas E. Lovejoy, ‘Conservation with a Changing Climate’, in, Thomas H. Lovejoy and Lee Han-
nah, eds., Climate Change and Biodiversity (New Haven: Yale University Press: 2006), p. 326.

25For a good intro to the ideas of conservation rewilding — Dave Foreman, Rewilding North America:
A Vision for Conservation in the 21st Century (Washington: Island Press, 2004). Already rewilding is a
bit of a buzz word which is not only framing new style conservation projects but also being used to sex
up projects with less ‘legitimate claim’. Either way for an easily accessible — if propagandist overview
of current projects worldwide Caroline Fraser, Rewilding the World: Dispatches from the Conservation
Revolution (New York: Henry Holt, 2010).

26For some thoughts on ecological restoration from a British radical environmental perspective see:
‘Take a Sad Song and Make it Better?: Ecological Restoration in the UIC, in, Do or Die, No. 8, 1998, pp.
159–173.

27James Lovelock, The Vanishing Face of Gaia: A Final Warning (London: Penguin, 2009).



66

ofsuccessfulsolidarityinecologicallyimportantareascometomind.Peopleswho
havefoundrefugeinwildareas—andwishtodefendthem—canuseandcon-
structethnicityandaboriginalitymyths23tobothcarveoutprotectivelandrights,
mobiliseromanticsupportfromoutsideandpresentaself-protectiveimagewhether
of‘peacefulsages’or‘violentsavages’dependingonutility.
Advantage—Non-stateforcesarealsocausingecologicaldestruction.

Muchdestructionandattacksarecarriedoutbyforcesthat,thoughinnowaylib-
ertarian,areneverthelessoutsideoradversarialtotheparticularstatethatcontrols
theterrainonpaper.ConservationistsfromtheuniformlygovernedWestoftenpre-
sumegovernmentscontrol‘their’territoryandarefloorediftheyarenotableor
willingtoact.Ratherthanstrengtheningthestate(asconservationistshaveoften
done)insomesuchsituations,thosewhowishtosupportlocalcommunitiesin
militantlydefendingtheirecologiesmaybeabletodosodirectly,‘legally’andrela-
tivelyopenly.Astherecentexperienceof(EarthFirst!co-founder)BruceHayse’s
abortive‘greenarmy’intheCentralAfricanRepublicattests,therecanbemanypit-
fallsandproblems,butpossibilitiesremain.Evenmoredirectly,SeaShepherdhas
successfullybrandeditselfasenforcingconservationininternational—i.elargely
ungoverned—waters,enablingittocarryouteco-defencewhichelsewhere(and
withlesscleverbranding)wouldbejudgedsabotage,theft,harassmentandobstruc-
tion.
Advantage—Globalisationisspreading.

Aspartofglobalisation,anincreasingamountofurbansocialmovementanarchists
arecroppingupinlandsclaimedbysuchstatessuchasIndonesia,Chile,thePhilip-
pinesandRussia.Manyofthesearewellplacedtoengageinecologicalresistance
andsolidaritywithindigenouspeoplesandchannelthosefromelsewheretosup-
portsuchstruggles.
Advantage—Habitatfragmentsmaybeunabletopreservebiodiversity.

It’sgenerallyacceptedthat—“withclimatechange,eventhebestdesignedpro-
tectedareasystemcannotaspiretoconservebiologicaldiversityifitconsistsmostly
ofisolatedunits.”24Meyersstatesabovethatwildlandfantasiesareunlikelytohalt
biologicalmeltdown;whilethisisprobablytrue,thefactthatmanywanttobelieve

22FormoreinfoontheZapatoscaseseeSolidaritySouthPacific—https://www.eco-
action.org/ssp/prisoners.htmlForanexcellent,informativeandrefreshinglyhonestoverviewof
thesolidaritytripinquestionandoverviewoftheecological/indigenousstrugglesinthePhilippines
see:FromMactantotheMiningAct:Everydaystoriesofdevastationandresistanceamongtheindigenous
peopleofthePhilippines(Leeds:RepressedDistro,2003).

23Thisisnottosaythattherearenotaboriginalgroups,merelytopointtotheprobabilitythatmany
ofthosesolabelledorwhoclaimsuch‘status’areinsteadmarooncommunitieswhohavefledtoremote
areastoavoidincorporationintocivilisation.See:JamesC.Scott,TheArtofNotBeingGoverned:An
AnarchistHistoryofUplandSouth-EastAsia(NewHaven:YaleUniversityPress,2009).
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Ghostacresfeedpopulationovershoots

Integraltothegrowthofindustrialcapitalismhasbeenavastincreaseinhuman
population.Therearenowaroundsevenbillionofuscomparedtoaround600mil-
lionatthebeginningofthe18thcentury.Thatjumphashappenedin13genera-
tions12andinlargepartitwasnoaccident.SilviaFedericihasclearlylaidoutthat
akeyfoundationofearlycapitalismwasthedestructionofwomen’scontrolover
theirownfertility:“…wombsbecamepublicterritory,controlledbymenandthe
state,andprocreationwasdirectlyplacedattheserviceofcapitalistaccumulation”
(seeboxbelow).Whileitwascapitalismthatfirstenforcedandthenenabledthis
mostrecentmassexpansion,indoingsoitwas/issinginganolderanthemofcivil-
isation13—thistime,though,withmechanicalamplification.

Iwasborninthemid1970swhenthehumanpopulationwasfourbillion;by
thetimeIdie(hopefullynotbefore2050)theUNestimatesthattheearth’shuman
populationwillbeover9billion.14Thisestimate,though,presumes‘businessas
usual’.Whetherthishappensornotwilldependonthreeinterdependentfactors:
birthcontrol,deathcontrolandfoodsupply.

Worldwide,despitethecontinuededictsofcultpatriarchssuchasthePope,
manyareincreasinglyusingbirthcontroltolimitfamilysize.Thecontinuingpower
struggletoenableustodosoisakeybattleandonearoundwhichmanyanarchists
—amongstothers—haveorganised.15Howeverthespreadofbirthcontrol—andthe
fightforwomen’sliberation16moregenerally—willnotstoptheprobabledoubling
ofhumanpopulationinmylifetime.Withdecreasingfamilysizealreadyaglobal
norminmuchoftheworld,itistheabilityofindustrialmedicineandhygiene
measurestoenactdeathcontrolthatisnowkey.Thehumanpopulation,atleast
inbusiness-as-usualprojections,willcontinuetoriseuntilatleast2050aslongas
thosealivetodaylivetheirexpectedlifespansandhavetheexpectednumberof

12Incontrast,thepre-historicplanetarygatherer-hunterpopulationisestimatedtohavestayedunder
10millionfornearlyallofhomosapiens60,000generations.GeraldMarten,HumanEcology(London:
EarthscanPublications,2001),pp.26–38.

13“Befruitfulandmultiply,andreplenishtheearth,andsubdueit:andhavedominionoverthefish
oftheseaandoverthefowloftheair,andovereverylivingthingthatmovethupontheearth.”—King
JamesBible,Genesis1:28

14WorldPopulationProspects:The2008Revision,PopulationDivisionoftheDepartmentofEconomic
andSocialAffairsoftheUnitedNationsSecretariat.June1009.



20

children.
However, we do not have to wait until then to overshoot the planet’s human

carrying capacity (its maximum permanently supported load) as we have proba-
bly done so already. Industrial civilisation has managed to push up food supply
by both colonising ever more wild land for agriculture and developing fossil fuel
reliant ‘green revolution’17 agro-technologies and transportation. Essentially, in-
dustrial agriculture relies on the harvesting of ghost acreage18 (the fossilised pho-
tosynthetic production of ecosystems millions of years ago) to produce food at the
present rate. This can be only temporary, for unless one is a believer in the cornu-
copian myth that resources are limitless, someday the fossil-fuel hunting will draw
a blank. When this will happen no-one really knows, though many argue that we
have already passed ‘peak oil’. Some may counter that hydrogen fuel cells, solar
power, genetic engineering, nanotechnology and green goo will somehow avert a
population crash. These apostles of progress more and more resemble cargo cults in
their belief that technology marshalled by either the market (if capitalist) or state
planning (if socialist) will provide all that is needed. In the unlikely event that
they’re right, and the food supply does keep up with population growth, the highly
managed nature of the provision will guarantee that the ‘freedom supply’ (for both
humans and other animals) is increasingly scarce.

So the rapidly growing human population needs fossil fuels to stay alive. Most
of us are eating oil and illness is largely controlled with high energy reliant tech-
nologies. Here is yet another reason I doubt the ability of activists, or states for that
matter, to convince society to decarbonise. It sounds nice, but for millions, if not
billions, it would mean shorter lives if humanity stopped importing from the past.

On a significantly hotter globe a major human die-off could be on the cards
even if one does not go along with the ideas around peak oil. As much of the
majority world becomes hotter and poorer, farmers will be unable to afford the
petro-chemical based imports necessary for continued production even if fossil fu-

15The work of ‘new social movement’ anarchists and feminists from the ‘60s onwards is relatively
well known but anarchist involvement in birth control struggles reaches further back. Emma Goldman,
among many things a nurse and midwife, was one of its most well known advocates and for lots of the
movement’s nameless it was a significant part of their daily organising. This is as much an issue of
class struggle as of women’s liberation. As Emma Goldman proclaimed, “Large families are a millstone
around the necks of working people!” The following quote refers to French anarchists of the early 20th
century but could apply to many in other countries: “’Anarchism can be considered their crowning
synthesis,’ and ‘neo-malthusianism’ (family planning), education and anti-militarism were valid and
necessary fields of activity for anarchists working for a total social revolution.” — David Berry, A History
of the French Anarchist Movement: 1917–1945 (Oakland: AK Press, 2009), p. 26.

16See George Bradford, ‘Woman’s Freedom’, in, How Deep is Deep Ecology? (Detroit: Fifth Estate,
1989).

17For a decent intro to issues around the green revolution see, Vandana Shiva, Monocultures of the
Mind: Perspectives on Biodiversity and Biotechnology. (London: Zed Books 1998).

18William R. Catton Jr., Overshoot: The Ecological Basis of Revolutionary Change (Illinois: University
of Illinois Press, 1982), p. 38.
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conservation, to when the struggles that don’t raise significant contradictions for
us are ‘dealt with’. This is likely to be never.
Advantage — Civilisation is genocidal as well as ecocidal.

Some indigenous peoples, driven by deeply held land ethics, willingly defend the
bio-diverse wildland communities they are part of from development. Others are
forced to do so as, rightly or wrongly, states often view them as impediments to
progress, or simply want to destroy their habitat to enclose human subjects, other
‘natural resources’ and territory. Either way, the genocidal nature of civilisation en-
sures that the resistance of minority indigenous communities from the mountains
of Orissa to the forests of the Amazon is often an ecosystem’s best defence. Soli-
darity and joint struggle with such peoples is often the most successful strategy for
wilderness defence and one that usually involves few compromises and contradic-
tions for biocentric libertarians.
Advantage — Conservation budgets in much of the world are tiny.

It’s not entirely atypical that in just over 25 years the purchasing power of a for-
est officer’s salary (a graduate post) in the Ugandan Forest service fell by 99.6%.19
Such situations enable small amounts of outside money to have a significant impact
if carefully targeted. Sea Shepherd has managed to gain influence and strengthen
conservation in the Galapagos Islands by providing funds, equipment and technical
support to the Park Service — who had previously suffered from both inadvertent
neglect and purposeful underfunding to hamstring their chance of interfering with
politician-backed mafia style industrial fishing.20 Rangers in some of the planet’s
most important reserves are often badly armed and suffering significant casualties
with little outside support. For instance, 158 Congolese rangers have been killed
over 10 years defending mountain gorilla habitats, and small amounts of money —
not least to support bereaved families — is making a real difference to the sustain-
ability of projects and communities.21

Advantage — A lot of people are racist.

Many outside of the ‘west’ believe all those from it — especially (but not only)
those with white skin privilege — possess political/economic powers they do not
have. This illusion (unfortunate as it is from an anti-imperialist perspective) can be
of great use. For instance, a prison visit to forest conservationist Raul Zapatos by a
handful of eco-anarchists from the British Isles on a solidarity trip in the Philippines,
combined with a small amount of ‘international pressure’ from similar circles, was
probably a significant factor leading to his release.22 Numerous similar examples

19‘Requiem or revival’, in, Jaboury Ghazoul and Douglas Sheil eds., Tropical Rain Forest Ecology, Di-
versity, and Conservation (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010), p. 400.

20Sea Shepherd Conservation Society — https://www.seashepherd.org/galapagos/
21The Thin Green Line Foundation — https://www.thingreenline.info/
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Therearestillplacesandpeoplesthatcivilisationhasnotyetconqueredandin
theseplaceslinescanbedrawnandbattlesjoined.Ecologicalresistancescattered
acrosstheplanethasbeeninspiringandofteneffective.

Differentpeopleusedifferentpriority-settingsystemstochoosewheretoplant
theirspears,withthecommonestbeingthesimplest—wherecanIreachandwhere
doIlove?Formany,theanswerstothequestionsofhowandwheretodefend
thewildwillbeobvious,thelocalagentsofdestructionclear,communitiesroused,
placestobeoccupiedavailable,stufftobedestroyedvisible.Thethingthenissimply
toact.

However,manywildecosystems(andthenon-civilisedpeoplesthatarepart
ofthem)havefew(ifany)alliesandmanypotentialwarriorsliveinplaceswith
littlewildnesstodefend,orwithlittlechanceofvictory.Giventhescaleofthe
attackontheEarthSystem/Gaia/MotherEarth,someprioritysettingsystemscall
forincreasedfocusinparticularareas.18Additionally,strongpersonaldesiresto
respondtothecallofthewildbyseekingadventure,escape,strugglingcommunities
andconflictalsodrivepeopletoseekotherterrains.Withtheobjectiveofaiding
suchchoices,let’smapoutsomeadvantagesthatbecomeclearwhenweacceptthat
thesituationisasbadasitprobablyis.Givenweareinaprettyshittysituationit
seemshelpfultotransformdisadvantagesintoadvantages.
Advantage—Wearesmallinnumberbuttheproblemsaregreat.

Thefirstdisadvantagethatcanbeturnedaroundisthesimplefactthatnotthat
manypeoplearewillingtocommittodefendingthewild,fewarelibertariansand
fewerstillareabletotravelfarfromhome,orputtimeandresourcesintosolidarity
actionorfundraising.Whenthisiscoupledwiththescaleoftheglobalproblem,and
thenumberanddiversityofbattles,anobviousadvantageappears.Theproblems
vastlyoutnumberthoseofuswishingtoengagethemfromourperspectiveand,
thus,weshouldbeabletoconcentrateononlythosebattleswhichmostreflect
ourethics.Wecanleavethemajorityofthosemessiersituations,whichaboundin

17DaveForemen,speakingonthefilm,EarthFirst:ThePoliticsofRadicalEnvironmentalism,produced
byChristopherManes,1987.

18Ashasbeenarguedwidelythereisaneedforincreasedecologicaldefenceinboththe‘biodiversity
hotspots’(34regionswithhighbiologicaldiversityunderimminentthreat)andthelastgreattropical
wildernesses(Amazon,NewGuinea,Congo)aswellasatSea.Thescaleofthepresentcrisisandthe
likelihoodoffuturemassiveclimatechangemaynowaddweighttotheargumentcallingfora‘longwar’
focusonthelastbigwildernesses,butit’sprobablynotyettimetogiveuponthehotspotsalltogether.
It’salsoperfectlyconceivablethatiftheEarthSystemismovingtoahotstatetheneventhe‘longwar’
strategyisratheroutthewindow.

>Hohum.Foranup-to-datesummationofHotspots—https://www.biodiversityhotspots.org/.For
acritiquesee:PeterKereivaandMichelleMarvier,‘ConservingBiodiversityColdspots’,in,American
Scientist,Volume91(2003),pp.344–351.Intheend,numbercrunchingonlygetsonesofar;irrelevant
ofanecosystemsrelativeglobal‘importance’,itisourdesiretobepartofitandbecomeitsdefencethat
pushesustoaction,whetherit’sarainforestontheothersideoftheplanetorarewildingvacantlot
downtheroad.
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elsdon’trunout.Further,whileindustrialagriculturehastemporarilyincreased
land’scarryingcapacity,intheprocessmuch‘productive’landhasbeendenuded
andwithouttheapplicationoffertiliserswouldnowbeunabletoproduceasmuch
foodorganicallyasitdidoriginally.EvenSoutherners‘lucky’enoughtostillhave
accesstofossilfuelinputswillfindmagicpotionslosetheirpowerswhensoildries,
bakesandblowsaway.Withlittlenutritionormedicinediseasewillharvestmuch
ofthehungry.

Itwouldbenicetoimaginethatthosecountriesstillabletoproduceconsid-
erablefoodquantities(inpartthankstoimprovedgrowingconditions—moreof
thatlater)wouldgiftitbutIwouldn’tholdyourbreath.Abillionpeopleonearth
arehungryalready.19Ratherthanthespectacularmassdeathofwholecommuni-
tiesthismostlycausesincreasedchildhoodmortalityanddecreasedoveralllifespan.
Yetcapitalismhas,fromthebeginning,haddefinite‘form’,(justasktheIrish)inal-
lowing(andcausing)millionstostarvemoredramatically.MikeDavisremindsus
ofanoftenforgottenexamplewhenhewrites(inLateVictorianHolocausts)ofthe
30–60millionpeopleinthelaterpartofthe19thcenturywhostarvedtodeath,“not
outsidethe‘modernworldsystem’,butintheveryprocessofbeingforciblyincor-
poratedintoitseconomicandpoliticalstructures.”20Similarhungershavetaken
theirtollthroughoutthefollowingcentury,manyengineeredbystatesocialists,
thosemostattentivestudentsofBritishEmpire.

ItwouldbehopelesslyUtopiantobelievethathungercouldbeexiledfromthe
humanconditionbutmostlythosedyingtodayofstarvationdosowhilstothers
intheirsocietieskeepeating.Hungeristhelanguageofclasswarfare.Powerhas
manylevelsandamongstmuchofthepooreststarvationinthefutureislikelyto
beplayedoutasgenderedviolence,asitisnow.21

Iwillleaveittootherstoargueabouttherelativecontributionofpopulation
numbersorindustrialconsumptionpatterns(asthoughbotharenotnowintrinsi-
callylinked)toglobalheating.Today,global(andlocal)populationgrowthisabar-
riertoanysignificant‘de-carbonisation’.Tomorrow,capitalism’spresentinability
toout-engineeritsaddictiontofossilfuelswilllikelyresultinamassivepopulation
crash.

19WorldHungerHitsOneBillion,BBC(https://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/world/europe/8109698.stm),19
June2009.

20MikeDavis,LateVictorianHolocausts:ElNinoFaminesandtheMakingoftheThirdWorld(London:
Verso,2001),p.9.

21“Thisgirlhere,forinstance,isinafeedingcentreinEthiopia.Theentirecentrewasfilledwithgirls
likeher.What’sremarkableisthatherbrothers,inthesamefamily,weretotallyfine.InIndia,inthe
firstyearoflife,fromzerotoone,boyandgirlbabiesbasicallysurviveatthesameratebecausethey
dependonthebreast,andthebreastshowsnosonpreference.Fromonetofive,girlsdieata50percent
highermortalityratethanboys,inallofIndia.”—SherylWuDunn,Ourcentury’sgreatestinjustice(July
2010:https://www.ted.com/).
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Climate change brings possibilities as well as clo-
sures
Global heating, population growth, peak oil and other environmental limits are
probably not the apocalypse that will end the reign of capital and the state every-
where. The global collapse is probably no nearer than the global revolution. Never-
theless it does mean that a totalised global capitalism, enclosing all relationships
within it, becomes even less likely. The Western project of cultural expansion faces
its limits. As part of that, the libertarian movements which capitalism has carried
on its coat tails also face the real limits to the growth of Anarchism. Yet just as
the establishment of a one world of Anarchism is foreclosed so the possibilities of
many new/old worlds — some anarchies — becomes widespread. Some of these
possibilities will be opened up by conflict, some will be closed by conflict.

The very nature of states is to control populations, but many of the billions will
not hunger quietly. Yesterday the late Victorian holocausts triggered millenarian
uprisings amongst those being swept away by the spreading flood waters of the
‘world system’. Tomorrow, as the tide retracts and surplus populations are left on
the (desert) sand, we seem set for yet another, if anything more brutal, century of
wars and insurrections.
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incredibly interventionist nature of most of British conservation. The bioregion
where I live is, in the context of temperate Europe, bio-diverse but it is heavily
managed, in part by conservationists. Given the fragmentation of existing habitat
it would probably be disastrous if such management stopped.15 Effectively, in my
bioregion it is a ridiculous choice between wild (i.e. self-willed) land and biodiver-
sity. From a radical environmental perspective (not to mention one with an eye
to island biogeography) the solution would be rolling back human management of
habitat over a large enough area that the ecosystems could function effectively. Re-
alistically it now looks more probable that much of the world’s wildernesses will
increasingly resemble my bioregion thanmy bioregion resemble the world’s wilder-
nesses.

There is likely to be plenty of work for those conservation managers with a
stomach for the needed endless interfering, but it’s not the kind of conservation
Aldo Leopold would recognise. Even if such massive expansion of governance by
conservationists over humanity and protected areas is carried out (doubtful), unless
there is a significant slowing of climate change (which I suspect will not happen
any time soon) biodiversity will be affected “in ways that will eventually become
impossible to manage.”16

A few years back an old friend and comrade told me, with obvious sadness in
his eyes, that the earth will need active management for the next 1,000 years. In
some senses he’s probably right; the trick of government has always been that it
creates problems to which only it can be the solution. While doubting its efficacy,
I for one will not condemn those who — motivated by biocentric passion — take
this path. However, for those unwilling to step away from their core ethics around
liberty/wildness/anarchy, other options remain, narrowing though they are.

Damage control

Action, action of any kind. Let our action set the finer points of our phi-
losophy… Out of this planet, out of the earth has emerged a society of
warriors, women and men who are planting their spears in the ground
and are taking a stand… Our job is damage control.

— Dave Foreman17

15That’s not to say it all makes sense. Much of UK conservation is simply baggage from previous
management regimes or is skewed towards particular favourites (woodland flowers as an example) rather
than orientated to awhole system approach. For an old but unfortunately still relevant critique see: Clive
Hambler and Martin R Speight, ‘Biodiversity Conservation in Britain: Science Replacing Tradition’, in,
British Wildlife, 6 (3) pp. 137–148.

16‘Global Greenhouse Gas Levels and the Future of Biodiversity’, in, Thomas E. Lovejoy and Lee Han-
nah, eds., Climate Change and Biodiversity (New Haven: Yale University Press: 2006), p. 390.
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inJune2004alone):oneangrycatevenattackedacitybus.”11
Attemptstoovercomesuchintrinsic‘civilisedhumanvs.wildnature’divisions

withconservation-as-developmentprojects,eco-tourismcommunityincomegener-
ationschemesandthelikehavehadsomesuccess,butnotmuch.Oftenasnot,they
havesimplymonetisedexistingrelationshipswiththeland,bredresentmentand
instilledanotherlayerofbureaucracyovertheheadsoflocalpeoplewithmarginal
conservationgains.12Moresuccessful,horriblethoughitistoadmit,hasbeenthe
widescalefencingoff—includingsometimeseviction13—ofpeoplesfromland-
scapes,andtheircontinuedpolicingbyparkrangers.Butputtingone’sethicsaside
forthemoment,this‘Yellowstonemodel’seemsincreasinglyunworkablewithout
significantinjectionsofresources,increasedmilitarisationandanexpansionofland
coverage.Noneofwhichseemparticularlylikelyonmuchoftheplanet.

Bothofconservation’sbigideas—parksandconservation-as-development
projects—areeffectivelyformsofgovernmentoverpeoplewhichpresumea
staticecologythreatenedbyahumanpopulationinflux.Onaclimatechange
modifiedearth,whereecosystemsarethemselvesinflux(theyalwayswere,but
notsorapidly);theobviousanswerfromamainstreamconservationperspectiveis
expandingouttoencompassmanagement/governmentoverhumansystemsinthe
landscapematrixaroundreservesandmanagement/governmentoftheecosystems
withinreserves.Overall“managementstrategiesarelikelytohavetobemore
innovativeandmoreinterventionist.”14

Wealreadyknowsomeofwhatthiswillbegintolooklike—justlookatthe

9“Protectedareasarethemostimportantandmosteffectivecomponentofcurrentconservation
strategies…Thereisstrongreasontobelievethattheywillcontinuetobecentralinconservationstrate-
giesdesignedforclimatechange…Areaunderprotectionisexpanding,whileremainingundisturbed
habitatisdeclining,sothatbythetimeclimatechangeimpactsarepronounced,protectedareasmay
representmostoftheremainingnaturalareasoftheplanet.Protectedareasprovidetheleastdisturbed
naturalhabitat,andthereforethebesthopefornaturalresponse(e.g.,rangeshifts)tochangingclimate.
Consequently,protectedareaswillplayadominantroleineffortstoconservebiodiversityinthefuture,
astheydonow.”—LeeHannahandRodSalm,‘ProtectedAreasManagementinaChangingClimate’,in,
ThomasE.LovejoyandLeeHannah,eds.,ClimateChangeandBiodiversity(NewHaven:YaleUniversity
Press:2006),p.363.

10StephenM.Meyer,TheEndoftheWild(Cambridge:MassachusettsInstituteofTechnologyPress,
2006),p.49.

11MikeDavis,PlanetofSlums(London:Verso,2007),p.136.
12Foraninsightfulanthropologicalcritiqueofaconservation-as-developmentprojectsee:PaigeWest,

ConservationisOurGovernmentNow:ThePoliticsofEcologyinPapuaNewGuinea(Durham:DukeUni-
versityPress2006).

13Foragood(ifanthropocentric)lookatstateengagementbyconservationorganisationsandthe
resultantclasheswithindigenouspeople,especiallythroughthecreationofNationalParks,see:Marcus
Colchester,SalvagingNature:IndigenousPeoples,ProtectedAreasandBiodiversityConservation(Geneva:
UnitedNationsResearchInstituteforSocialDevelopmentwithWorldRainforestMovement,1994).

14LeeHannahandRodSalm,‘ProtectedAreasManagementinaChangingClimate’,in,ThomasE.
LovejoyandLeeHannah,eds.,ClimateChangeandBiodiversity(NewHaven:YaleUniversityPress:
2006),p.370.

3.DesertStorms

Themilitarylookstothefuture
Whilstpoliticiansofbothstatesandsocialmovementsrepeatplatitudes,smileat
theirconstituentsandfaceoffagainsteachother,somerealistsarelookingtoacli-
matechangedfuturelessassomethingthatcanbeavoidedandmoreassomething
thatwillneedtobepoliced.InNationalSecurityandtheThreatofClimateChange
leadingthinkersandactorsfromtheUSmilitaryinvestigatedawiderangeofsce-
narios.Theirfirstfindingwasthat“projectedclimatechangeposesaseriousthreat
toAmerica’snationalsecurity.”How?

Inalreadyweakenedstates,extremeweatherevents,drought,
flooding,sealevelrise,retreatingglaciers,andtherapidspreadof
life-threateningdiseaseswillthemselveshavelikelyeffects:increased
migrations,furtherweakenedandfailedstates,expandedungoverned
spaces,exacerbatingunderlyingconditionsthatterroristsseekto
exploit,andincreasedinternalconflicts.Indevelopedcountries,these
conditionsthreatentodisrupteconomictradeandintroducenew
securitychallenges,suchasincreasedspreadofinfectiousdiseaseand
increasedimmigration.1

Aswellasseeingclimatechangeas“anewhostileandstressingfactor”thatwill
producenovelthreatsgenerally,theyalsosawitasexacerbatingexistingspecific
ones.

ClimateChangeactsasathreatmultiplierforinstabilityinsomeofthe
mostvolatileregionsoftheworld.ManygovernmentsinAsia,Africa,
andtheMiddleEastarealreadyonedgeintermsoftheirabilityto
providebasicneeds:food,water,shelterandstability.Projectedcli-
matechangewillexacerbatetheproblemsintheseregionsandaddto
theproblemsofeffectivegovernance.Unlikemostconventionalsecu-
ritythreatsthatinvolveasingleentityactinginspecificwaysatdiffer-
entpointsintime,climatechangehasthepotentialtoresultinmulti-
plechronicconditions,occurringgloballywithinthesametimeframe.

1CNACorporation.NationalSecurityandtheThreatofClimateChange(Alexandria:CNACorpora-
tion,2007),Finding1.
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Economic and environmental conditions will further erode as food pro-
duction declines, diseases increase, clean water becomes increasingly
scarce, and populations migrate in search of resources. Weakened and
failing governments, with an already thin margin of survival, foster
the conditions for internal conflict, extremism, and movement towards
increased authoritarianism and radical ideologies…
Because climate change also has the potential to create natural and hu-
manitarian disasters on a scale far beyond those we see today, its con-
sequences will likely foster political instability where social demands
exceed the capacity of governments to cope.2

Similar nightmares and fantasies are talked about by military experts else-
where.3 It should be remembered that armies plan for what could possibly happen,
not what will definitely happen. Additionally, there is institutional self-interest
in thinking the world is getting more dangerous if your job is providing enforced
order. However, it is worth taking their predictions of strife seriously not least
because when policy recommendations such as theirs are enacted, shadows of
their dreams can become reality. Just as ‘generals are always fighting the last war’,
so too their vision of future ones are shaped by present conflict. It should come
as no surprise then that much of the military discourse around climate change is
centred around hot wars, failed states and the political violence that can emanate
from them. Potential cold wars, within the global north and extreme south, are
given less prominence. I will follow this convention for now, though I will return
to such possibilities later.

Hot wars and failed states
Looking at conflicts today there is already an obvious Equatorial Tension Belt which
is expected to significantly expand. Its existence is due to a whole host of vari-
ables not least of which are the accumulated environmental impact from collapsed
civilisations, the legacies of direct western colonialism, high population levels, the
presence of ‘resources’ useful to capitalism and habitats that are on the margin of

2Ibid, Finding 2.
3For example: “’With the effects of climate change compounding existing pressures, future opera-

tions will be more frequent and more intense than those currently underway in East Timor and the
Solomon Islands.’ [Air Chief Marshall Angus] Houstan said that rising sea levels caused by climate
change would worsen social problems on the islands, many of which are poor and underdeveloped,
with the potential for sustained economic growth low in all but a few countries. This meant that island
nations would struggle to adapt to climate change, he said, while changing rainfall patterns, extreme
weather and rising sea levels would threaten agriculture and fisheries on which they depended. ‘From
there, it is a small step to political instability and social disorder,’ Houstan said.” — ‘Australia military
head warns of Pacific climate instability’, France 24, 3.11.2010 (https://www.france24.com/).
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because of their abilities and our choices. They are ghosts because while they seem
plentiful today and may in fact persist for decades, their extinction is certain, apart
from a few specimens in zoos or laboratory-archived DNA samples.”7

A great many of the plants and animals we perceive as healthy and plentiful
today are in fact relics or ghosts. This seeming contradiction is explained by the fact
that species loss is not a simple linear process. Many decades can pass between the
start of the decline and the observable collapse of a population structure, especially
where moderate-to-long-lived life forms are involved. Conservation Biologists use
the term “extinction debt” to describe this gap between appearance and reality. In
the past century we have accumulated a vast extinction debt that will be paid in the
century ahead. The number of plants and animals will spiral as the extinction debt
comes due.8

“Conservation is our government”

Sowhat strategies are conservationists coming upwith to protect biodiversity, wild-
ness and ecosystem services amidst climate change? The main proposed answer
still seems to be protected areas,9 but with a greater protection for their surround-
ing matrix and with an eye to flux and increased interventionist management. Of
course, putting a park sign on a habitat doesn’t automatically result in preserva-
tion; in an increasingly crowded world, it’s almost a form of advertising. As Meyer
puts it, “bio reserves have become the preferred hunting grounds for poachers and
bush meat traders: it is, after all, where the animals are.”10 While the predation is
largely humans eating the wild, it’s got to the point where the inter-species conflict
also flips the other way. “In Mumbai, slum dwellers have penetrated so far into the
Sanjay Gandhi National Park that some are being routinely eaten by leopards (ten

7Stephen M. Meyer, The End of the Wild (Cambridge: Massachusetts Institute of Technology Press,
2006), pp. 9–14.

8Stephen M. Meyer, The End of the Wild (Cambridge: Massachusetts Institute of Technology Press,
2006), p. 16.
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Howimmense?Noonereallyknows,thoughplentyaretryingtoworkitout.4
Whilethereisalotofuncertaintyonthedetails,mostconservationbiologistswould
probablyagreethatunless“action[is]rapidlytaken,thesixthgreatextinctionevent
onEarthwillbeensuredbyincreasinglyfragmentedhabitatcombinedwiththe
biologicaldynamicsresultingfromclimatechange.”5Somevoicesgofurther.As
StephenM.MeyerpointsoutinTheEndoftheWild,extinctionrates—longbefore
significantclimatechangekicksin—arealreadyintheorderof3,000speciesayear
andrapidlyaccelerating.Thesituationistrulydire.

Overthenext100yearsorsoasmanyashalfoftheEarth’sspecies,
representingaquarteroftheplanet’sgeneticstock,willfunctionally
ifnotcompletelydisappear…Nothing—notnationalorinternational
laws,globalbio-reserves,localsustainabilityschemes,oreven‘wild-
lands’fantasies—canchangethecurrentcourse.Thebroadpathfor
biologicalevolutionisnowsetforthenextseveralmillionyears.And
inthissensetheextinctioncrisis—theracetosavethecomposition,
structure,andorganisationofbiodiversityasitexiststoday—isover,
andwehavelost.6

Idon’tknowaboutyou,butwhenIreadthatlastsentenceforthefirsttime
itwasashock,anditisworthreadingmorethanonce.“Theextinctioncrisis—
theracetosavethecomposition,structure,andorganisationofbiodiversityasit
existstoday—isover,andwehavelost.”Meyer’sgeneralpositionisthatinthe
anthroposcene,undomesticatedspeciesareeffectivelydividedintoeitherWeedy
SpeciesorRelics,withmanyoftheRelicSpeciesrapidlybecoming,atbest,Ghosts.

WeedySpecies“thriveincontinuallydisturbed,humandominatedenviron-
ments”,whilstRelicspecieslive“onthemarginsinever-decreasingnumbersand
contractingspatialdistribution…RelicSpeciesdonotthriveinhuman-dominated
environments—whichnownearlycovertheplanet.”Meyersarguesthat,“to
surviveoutsideofzoos,relicswillrequireourpermanentanddirectmanagement.”
Thoserelicsthatdon’tgetsuchconservationattention,andevenmanythatdo,
will,ifnotimmediatelybecomeextinct,entertheranksoftheGhostSpecies.These
speciesare“organismsthatwillnotsurviveonaplanetwithbillionsofpeople,

4Wecanlookattropicalforests—thosegreatreservoirsofdiversity—inparticular.“Projections
to2050estimate10%extinction(i.e.speciescommittedtoextinction)ofalltropicalrainforestspecies
basedonhabitatlossalone,butafargreaterextinctionof24%underprojectedmid-rangeclimatechange
scenarios.”—‘Biodiversityinachangingworld’,in,JabouryGhazoulandDouglasSheileds.,Tropical
RainForestEcology,Diversity,andConservation(Oxford:OxfordUniversityPress,2010),p.356.Worse
emissionscenariospushthathorrendousfigureto37%inonemodel.—LaurenceC.Smith,TheWorld
in2050:FourForcesShapingCivilization’sNorthernFuture(NewYork:Penguin,2010),p.138.

5‘GreenhouseGasLevelsandBiodiversity’,in,ThomasE.LovejoyandLeeHannah,eds.,Climate
ChangeandBiodiversity(NewHaven:YaleUniversityPress:2006),p.395.

6StephenM.Meyer,TheEndoftheWild(Cambridge:MassachusettsInstituteofTechnologyPress,
2006),p.4.
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agricultureviability.4GivenwhattheUSgeneralsdescribeabovesomegovern-
mentsintheseregionswillfall,whilstothers,tovaryingdegrees,will‘fail’.Some
stateswillretractbacktotheir(maybeshifting)capitalsleavingtherestoftheir
supposedterritoriesinamosaicofwarandpeace,otherswillbeengulfedincivil
war,revolutionandinter-stateconflict.Therewillnodoubtbemuchhorrorbut
alsomuchpotentialforconstructingfreelives.

Unsurprisingly,thereisdivisionamongmilitarythinkersonwhatthegreatpow-
ersoftodaywillbeabletodo.Somearguethatthey:“…maybedrawnmorefre-
quentlyintothesesituations,eitheraloneorwithallies,tohelpprovidestability
beforeconditionsworsenandareexploitedbyextremists.”Andthatthey“…may
alsobecalledupontoundertakestabilityandreconstructioneffortsonceaconflict
hasbegun,toavertfurtherdisasterandreconstituteastableenvironment.”5Others
predictamarkedlyreducedplanetarypolicingroleinaneffectiveendtotheNew
WorldOrderdeclaredbytheUSwhich,“lackingthemeanstohelplocalauthori-
tiesrestoreorder,‘willlikelyfallbackonacombinationofpoliciesthataddupto
quarantine.”’6

Socialmovementanarchistsintheseregionsmightwanttothinkseriously
aboutwhatpracticalpreparationscanwiselybemadeforself-rule,civilwar,sur-
vivalandtheunfortunatelyinevitableemergenceandstrengtheningofauthoritar-
ianforcesandinter-ethnicconflict.“Wemusthavetheabilitytodefendourselves,
survive,andexploitcrisesinsocietyincludingcapitalistattemptstodestroyus.The
dividedandindustrialnatureoftoday’ssocietyhasalreadydeterminedtheinsta-
bilityoftomorrow.”7

Inthedepthsofcriseswithsocialdemands“exceedingtheabilityofgovernment
tocope”theglorydaysofAnarchismmaybeback.“Ifclimatechangeresultsinre-
ducedrainfallandaccesstothenaturalcapitalthatsustainslivelihoods,poverty
willbecomemorewidespread,leadingtoincreasedgrievancesandbetterrecruit-
mentopportunitiesforrebelmovements.”8Whoknowswemayevenseescenesas
dramaticastheanarchistarmouredtrainsofMariaNikiforova.9Fromthesteppes
oftheUkrainetothesierrasofMexicoandthestreetsofBarcelonaahugenumber
ofthosewhoeveridentifiedasanarchistsdidsoembroiledinovertwar.

4JamesR.Lee,ClimateChangeandArmedConflict:HotandColdWars(London:Routledge,2009),p.
7.

5NationalSecurityandtheThreatofClimateChange(Alexandria:CNACorporation,2007),p.6.
6KurtMCampbelletal,TheAgeofConsequences:TheForeignPolicyandNationalSecurityImplications

ofGlobalClimateChange(CentreforStrategicandInternationalStudies,2007),quotedin,GwynneDyer,
ClimateWars(Toronto:RandomHouse,2009),p.19.

7DownwithEmpire,UpwithSpring!(TeWhanganuiaTara/Wellington:RebelPress,2006),p.118.
8RNordasandN.P.Gleditsch,‘Climatechangeandconflict’,PoliticalGeography(26)627–638(2007),

quotedin,JamesR.Lee,ClimateChangeandArmedConflict:HotandColdWars(London:Roudedge,
2009),p.15.

9MariaNikiforova“wastheonlywomancommanderofalargerevolutionaryforceinUkraine—an
atamansha.TheFreeCombatDruzhinawasequippedwithtwolargegunsandanarmouredflatcar.The
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Unfortunately, inmost places, rebel movements aremore likely to be statist than
anarchist. This is partly thanks to the large number of established authoritarian po-
litical gangs compared to libertarian ones, but also because in extreme situations
people turn to extremist solutions. In some places this might be self-organisation,
decentralisation and mutual aid, but in many there will be no social solution possi-
ble, just the false promises of despots and prophets. That’s not to say we couldn’t
compete with them by spreading rival millennial hopes of a new dawn, but if we are
honest with ourselves, having thrown aside religion, it would be a travesty of our
ethics to pick it up again in the cause of gang recruitment and the joy of trouble.

Where visible and dramatic libertarian social forces do arise it is likely thatmany
from other parts of the world will travel to join them. As the clouds darken, some of
our family will run towards outbreaks of armed resistance — wherever they may be.
This comes from a deep felt love and feelings of solidarity but also because, let’s be
honest, for many conflict is attractive and anti-militarists rarely get the opportunity
for outright war. The nihilistic desire — amplified in an increasingly complex world
— to just get out there and ‘fuck shit up’ is, if not a creative urge, definitely a strong
one. That’s not to say everyone has it, but many do. Here there is an uncomfortable
symmetry between our emotional drivers and that of fighters generally.

In the ex-territory of failed and fallen states inter-ethnic conflict will become
ever more common, at least until populations are cut back to a level more fitting a
much hotter world.

The failed states have conflict levels so high and persistent that even
baseline changes forecast by the IPCC are likely to worsen livelihood
conditions. The trends suggest more of a social or tribal breakdown
than wars between nations. Climate trends will ignore borders, and
failed states prone to conflict will spread like a disease.10

Peacekeepers in the graveyard of the living
Such forces of inter-ethnic conflict will be far more widespread than groups organ-
ised around European originated political ideologies — libertarian or authoritarian.
They are, after all, able to provide real solutions (if only temporarily) to people’s

wagons were loaded with armoured cars, tachankas, and horses as well as troops which meant that the
detachment was in no means restricted to railway lines. The trains were festooned with banners reading
‘The Liberation of the Workers is the Affair of the Workers Themselves’, Uong Live Anarchy’, ‘Power
Breeds Parasites’, and ‘Anarchy is the Mother of Order.’…With their black flags and cannons, Murusya’s
echelons resembled pirate ships sailing across the Ukrainian Steppe.” — Malcolm Archibold, Atamansha:
The Story of Maria Nikiforova, the Anarchist Joan of Arc (Edmonton: Black Cat Press, 2007), pp. 21–22.

10James R. Lee, Climate Change and Armed Conflict: Hot and Cold Wars (London: Routledge, 2009), p.
93.

8. ConservationAmidstChange

Apocalypses now

As long as class society exists, the war on the wild will continue — they are one and
the same. The ideal answer to the question posed at the end of the previous chapter,
“what can we, the weeds, do to defend the wilderness?” would be: re-wild where
we are (and ourselves) to the extent that civilisations’ false divisions are overgrown.
I say ideal, because for all the reasons outlined already and more, in most places we
are unlikely to see an ecological transcendence.

But if the millennium is a myth, apocalypses feel more and more like unfold-
ing realities. Many understandably fear that rainforests could die-off in the future
thanks to climate change induced drought,1 but the fact is that today much of them
are already being cleared and burnt to make way for agriculture — still the number
one driver of tropical deforestation. Farming has already replaced wilderness on
an estimated 40% of the earth’s land surface2 so for the animals, insects, peoples
and plants it replaced, the apocalypse has already come. Add the overall hijacking
of ecosystem services and the continued pillaging of wildlands for animal bodies,
tree trunks, water, minerals and anything else that can be turned into a ‘natural
resource’, and industrial civilisation is effectively attempting a sustained, blind and
hugely damaging take-over of the Earth System. As part of this process anthro-
pogenic climate change is likely to be a force magnifier.

“Habitat destruction includes habitat fragmentation, a particularly
problematic factor under climate change. And the problem of alien
and invasive species, so favoured by non-natural disturbance, is only
greater when climate change is added… The impact of climate change
in this heavily fragmented world may be immense.”3

1As with so much in climate change, narratives about what affects future global heating may have
on tropical forests, range from the positive to the apocalyptic. For a good overview see the excellent:
Simon L. Lewis, ‘Tropical forests and the changing earth system’, in, Philosophical Transaction of the
Royal Society B (2006) 361, 195–210.

2Garry Peterson, ‘Ecological limits of adaptation to climate change’, in, W Neil Adger et al Adapting
to Climate Change: Thresholds, Values, Governance (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2009), p.
31.

3T. E. Lovejoy, ‘Conservation with a Changing Climate’, in, Climate Change and Biodiversity (New
Haven: Yale University Press: 2006), pp. 325–326.
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countlessothers.However,oneonlyneedstolookattherecentrepressionfaced
byanarchistsinChileandelsewheretorememberthatbeing‘grassbetweenthe
cracks’isdangerous—theweedkillerisalwaysontheway.Practicalinternational
solidarityissometimeshelpful,butitwillbethevigouroftheplantsthemselves
andhowsuitabletheirenvironmentisthatwillprimarilydeterminewhetherthey
takehold.If,asmanytheoristsofelitepowerfear,thefastexpanding,largelyun-
plannedcitiesoftheglobalsoutharefertilegroundforthegrowthofanarchy,the
ageofthemega-citieswillbeinterestingindeed.Whatrebellionsawait?Whatide-
ologieswillbeconcocted?Howwillhumanitiesfeelandseethemselvesfollowing
thismassivedisconnectionfromtheland?Willallthesecitiesremainattheendof
thecenturyoraretheyatransitorybloom?

“Longlivetheweedsandthewildernessyet.”31Wehavebrieflylookedattheex-
pandingurbanmono-cultures,butwhatoftheiropposite,thebesiegedbio-diverse
wildernesses?Howwillclimatechange,conflict,civilisationalexpansionandcon-
tractionaffectthem?Whatcanwe,theweeds,dotodefendthewilderness?

31GerardManleyHopkins,‘Inversnaid’,in,PoemsandProse(London.PenguinClassic,2008),p.50.

27

immediateneedsinareaswherethebasicsforsurvivalareoutnumberedbythirsty
mouths.Thisisdone,ofcourse,bywrenchingresourcesfrom‘theothers’.Addition-
ally,inter-ethnicconflictscaneruptwhenthe‘causeishopeless’buttheemotional
driverisstrong.

Theconsolingbeliefthatindividualswillinglyjoinconflictsdrivenonlybyratio-
nalstrategicconsiderations,familynarrativesorhistoricalburdensdissolveswhen
broughtintothelightoftheexpresseddesiresofmanyfightersthemselves.Fora
dramaticEuropeanexampleoneonlyneedstoreadMattijsvandePorts’sstudyof
acommunitysweptupincivilwar.InGypsies,WarsandotherinstancesoftheWild,
hepresentsvoicesofpeoplewho“infestivemood,tookontheroleofbarbarians.”

HowisthispossibleinEuropeattheendofthetwentiethcentury?’
wasthequestionthatplayedobsessivelythroughmymind…Whatthe
warinformerYugoslaviaforcedustodigestisthefactthatpeople
provedwillingtomakeaconsciousandactivechoicetoembracere-
gression,barbarity,areturntothewilderness.TaketheSerbfighters
whodreamofareturntotheSerbiaoftheepicpoems‘wheretherewas
noelectricity,nocomputers,whentheSerbswerehappyandhadno
cities,thebreedinggroundsofallevil.’11

Thatsomemoderndaymilitiasreflectromanticistdesireswhilstshellingtowns,
massacringvillagesandbeingkilledinturn,shouldneithersurpriseusInorneces-
sarilyfullyinvalidateromance.Itdoeshoweversuggest—alongwiththehonest
expressionsofjoyindestructionmouthedbysomesoldiersineverywaraswellas
manyanarchists—thatthereisacouplingofsomesortbetweenageneralisedurge
todestroyandadisgustatcomplexhumansociety.

RandolphBournewasrightwhenhesaid“waristhehealthofthestate”12but
thisotherdriverisatworktoo,especiallywherethe‘sides’arenolongerstates.
FrenchanarchistanthropologistPierreClastres’descriptionofwaramongAma-
zoniantribesisnotdirectlytransferabletointer-ethnicconflictsinvolvingnon-
anarchistpeoplesbutneverthelessanechodoesresonate:

Whatisthefunctionofprimitivewar?Toassurethepermanenceof
dispersal,oftheparcellingout,oftheatomizationofgroups.Primitive
waristheworkofacentrifugallogic,ofalogicofseparationwhichex-
pressesitselffromtimetotimeinarmedconflict.Warservestomain-
taineachcommunityinitspoliticalindependence…Nowwhatisthe
legalpowerthatembracesalldifferencesinordertosuppressthem,

11MattijsVandePort,Gypsies,WarsandOtherInstancesoftheWild:CivilisationanditsDiscontentsin
aSerbianTown(Amsterdam:AmsterdamUniversityPress,1998),pp.15–17.

12RandolphBourne,‘WaristheHealthoftheState’.BureauofPublicSecrets
(https://www.bopsecrets.org/).
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which only supports itself to abolish the logic of the multiple in order
to substitute for it the opposite logic of unification? What is the other
name of the One that refuses in essence primitive society? It is the
State.13

It is not all hubris and doubletalk when military spin-doctors describe statist in-
vasions as ‘peacekeeping’. Ethnic diversity and autonomy often emerge both from
mutual aid in community and animosity between communities. I like to think (and
our history backs this up) that self-identified anarchists will never inflict such pain
as the Serb nationalist militias (an example I purposely chose for its repugnance)
but we should admit that our wish to ‘fuck shit up’ is partly driven by the same urge
to civilisational dismemberment as can found in many inter-ethnic conflicts, and in
the minds of fighters more generally. As central power is weakened in some areas,
possibilities for anarchy in both its happy and its horrible meanings will open up.

From (food) Riots to Insurrection

Climate wars to come may wipe out many anarchists but is unlikely to kill off Anar-
chism, which as a political movement has survived significant culls of its adherents
in past local apocalypses.14 Despite all the horrors of the last 200 years, Anarchism
is, as the New York Times put it, “the creed that won’t stay dead.”15 This is hearten-
ing, but we are not ideological machines. It does matter that anarchists themselves
— i.e. you, me, our families and friends we have yet to meet — keep on living — not
just ‘the ideal’. It matters to me! Give or take the particularities of the local, we
may have twenty years (probably more) to prepare for these ruptures, not as an al-
ternative to other tasks at hand, but as an integral part of a long termmulti-pronged
strategy. For some, it will also be a matter of life or death.

While future climate wars will be an extension of the present conditions they
are likely to be far bigger and more extreme. In some places peoples, anarchists
among them, could transform climate wars into successful libertarian insurrections.
In others the battle may simply be for survival or even death with dignity andmean-
ing. Those in relativity stable social environments — politically and climatically —
will probably be faced by an increasingly oppressive surveillance state and a ‘mass’
which increasingly fears ‘the barbarism beyond the walls’.

13Pierre Clastres, Archaeology of Violence (New York: Semiotext(e), 1994), pp. 164–165.
14Either wiped out during periods of (counter) revolutionary tumult or picked off as the chosen prey

of authoritarians during relative social peace — anarchists do have a tendency to get it in the neck. Our
ranks have been further thinned by the many who of have felt forced to escape civilisation through
suicide and drugs.

15Joseph Khan, ‘Anarchism, the Creed that Won’t Stay Dead’, New York Times, 5 August 2000.
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delusion, even if it is backed up by violent facts. Nowhere is fully civilised. For a
start, as the US Army theorist quoted above says,”… the urban environment offers
individual anonymity, a factor that can be of great use to the anarchist.”28 The last
two decades have seen an emergence of a ‘third wave’ of anarchists in many of the
World Towns: Manila, Jakarta, Mexico City, Lagos, Seoul, Buenos Aires, Istanbul,
Delhi and many others, with a truly remarkable growth in Latin America especially.
Here we seem to have the beginning of a return to the flowering of diverse transna-
tional Anarchisms that characterised us a century ago.29 That this is happening
as part of globalisation, and the growth of cities is not surprising given that the
seeds of social movement Anarchism are largely carried around the planet on the
coat tails of capitalism and often grow best, like weeds, on disturbed ground. As
Richard Mabey has put it, civilisation divides life into:

… two conceptually different camps: those organisms contained, man-
aged and bred for the benefit of humans, and those which are ‘wild’,
continuing to live in their own territories on, more or less. their own
terms. Weeds occur when this tidy compartmentalisation breaks down.
The wild gatecrashes our civilised domains and the domesticated es-
capes and runs riot.30

Earlier we looked at some continuing, if besieged, anarchies which continue to
live “in their own territories on, more or less their own terms.” Even though from
birth most of us in the cities have been “contained, managed and bred” for others’
benefit, possibilities for escape are often present. There are cracks in the pavement
and our growth can lever them wider. In most places, by doing so we are unlikely
to destroy the concrete utterly but we can open up more spaces in which to grow
together.

In some senses vagabond plants are, ‘on the other side’; they are living in oppo-
sition to the city, yet they are simultaneously part of the overarching urban ecosys-
tem. To see them in isolation without implicitly seeing their links and interactions
within the wider community would be foolish. The same can be said of those of us
with feral ambitions — as urban anarchists we are both consciously ‘other’ whilst
intricately within the wider ecosystems — both human and beyond. Anarchists all
over the urban worlds are growing their own counter cultures whilst actively fight-
ing in wider social and ecological struggles, within and alongside striking work-
ers, indigenous peoples, women’s organisations, migrants, slum communities and

28Geoffrey Demarest (US Army Foreign Military Studies Office, Fort Leavenworth), ‘Geopolitics and
Urban Armed Conflict in Latin America’, in, Small Wars and Insurgencies, Vol.6, No.l (London: Routledge
Spring 1995).

29Jason Adams, Non-Western Anarchisms: Rethinking the Global Context (Johannesburg: Zabalaza
Books, 2003).

30Richard Mabey, Weeds: How Vagabond Plants Gatecrashed Civilisation and Changed the Way We
Think About Nature (London: Profile Books, 2010), p. 21.
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Distinctivefeaturesofthelargestorsocalled‘worldcities’…include
markedeconomicandsocialpolarisationandintensespatialsegrega-
tion.Wealsofindwhatisprobablyaneffectoftheseconditions;the
largearrayofanti-stateactors.Anarchists,criminals,thedispossessed,
foreignmeddlers,cynicalopportunists,lunatics,revolutionaries,labor
leaders,ethnicnationals…andotherscanallformalliancesofconve-
nience.Theycanalsocommitactsofviolenceandhandleideasthat
provokeothers…Analysesthatfocusonasinglestrandofthefabricof
violence—thatisolateonethnicrivalry,mafias,orrevolutionarycadre
—canunderestimatethedisruptivepowerthatthosephenomenagain
whentheycoincide.Troubleswillnotcomeassinglesoldiers;theywill
comeinbattalions.26

Sothemilitaries(andmilitarisedpoliceforces)arebothfightingandpreparing
forconflictinthenew,unmapped,urbanjungles.Ofcourse,ifcitiesweresimply
anegativeforgovernmentstheywouldn’thavespentthousandsofyearsordering
theirconstruction.Therearereasonswhystatesoftenliketoconcentratetheir
subjects.The“mostfamousattemptofmodernmilitarisedurbanisationwasthat
carriedoutbytheUSarmyinVietnam.Theirdefeatshouldnotmaskthelogic
oftheirattemptto‘drainthesea’andthusleavetheVietcongexposed.Wider
examplesofhowtheslumsdeterinsurgencyabound.AsCharlesOnyango-Obbo
says:

InKenya’scase,slums—alltheirrisksnotwithstanding—areactuallya
stabilisingforce.Thepressurescreatedbythegreatlanddispossession
inKenyabythecolonialists,whichcontinuedafterindependence,were
partlysoakedupbyNairobi’sslums…Withoutthem,perhapsthere
wouldhavebeenasecondMauMauuprising.27

Vagabondplantsinurbanecosystems
Despitebeingtoolsofdomesticationthereareferalpossibilitiesinthecitiesasal-
mosteverywhere.Theirplaceastheexclusiveterrainofpowerisageneralised

26GeoffreyDemarest(USArmyForeignMilitaryStudiesOffice,FortLeavenworth),‘Geopoliticsand
UrbanArmedConflictinLatinAmerica’,in,SmallWarsandInsurgencies,Vol.6,No.l(London:Routledge,
1995).Thisarticleisabitoutdated(faxmachinesasnetworkthreat!)butisdefinitelyworthreadingnot
leastasagoodillustrationofthecircularityofthoughtoninsurrectionarypossibility.IreaditasMike
Davis(whoisarevolutionarysocialist)referencesthisstudyinhis2006bookPlanetofSlums,butit’s
noticeablethatalargepartofitsthesisisfromDavis’searlierbook(whichitquotes)CityofQuartz…

27CharlesOnyango-Obbo,‘Kibera.It’srichcityfolkswhoneedslumsmost’,DailyNation,op/ed8
July2009.
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Whatactualpracticalstuffneedstobedonewilldependlargelyonwhereand
whoyouare.Whilewemayhavesomesharedaspirations,climatechangerein-
forcesthebasictruththatwedonothaveonesharedglobalfuture.Whileev-
erywheretheenemyisestrangementanddomestication,16thesituationsinBas-
ingstokeandBangladesharedifferentinthepresentandwillbeinthefuture.

DuringhislectureattheRoyalSociety,Lovelockstated:

Wenowfacethestarkchoicebetweenareturntoanaturallifeasa
smallbandofhuntergatherersoramuchreducedhightechcivilisa-
tion…17

Ratherthanachoice,thereislikelytobebothsortsofsurvivor(asthereisnow)
—high-techindustrialcitizenandlow-techgatherer-hunteranarchist.Inbetween
thesetwoextremeswilllie,buriedorhungry,the“muchreduced”(manyfromcli-
matewars)alongwiththoseekingoutapossiblyfreer(ornot)lifeonthemargins
ofagricultural/pastoralviability.Let’slookthenatwhatpossibilitiestheremaybe
forlibertyandwildnessinsomeofthesediverginglifeways.

16Thefundamental‘nature’ofallcivilisationsisanillusoryestrangementfromwilderness,deepening
aswebecomeestrangedfromeachother,fromtheland,fromtheproductofourlaborandevenfrom
ourowndesires.Wildanimals(humansincluded)aretamed—domesticated—bybeingfencedoff,
separated,fromtheirnaturalenvironmentsandfreemembersoftheirownspecies.Dominanceisburnt
intobrainsthroughviolenceandrationingofresources.Wildernessistamed,bothwithoutandwithin.
Thebirthof“domesticationinvolvedtheinitiationofproduction,vastlyincreaseddivisionsoflabor,
andthecompletedfoundationsofsocialstratification.Thisamountedtoanepochalmutationbothin
thecharacterofhumanexistenceanditsdevelopment,cloudingthelatterwithevermoreviolenceand
work.”—JohnZerzan,ElementsofRefusal(C.A.LPress:Columbia,2006),p.77.Whileitisimportant
totryandunderstandtheirorigins,itwouldbeamistaketoseeestrangementanddomesticationas
pastevents,rathertheyareaprocessthatcanbe,andis,resisted.Forstarters,seealso:IanHodder,The
DomesticationofEurope(BasilBlackwells:Oxford,1990),LeopoldRoc,IndustrialDomestication:Industry
astheOriginsofModernDomination.Anarchistlibrary(https://www.theanarchistlibrary.org/),Derrick
Jensenetal.,StrangelyLikewar:TheGlobalAssaultonForests(GreenBooks:Dartington,2003),Jacques
Camatte,AgainstDomestication(Leeds:Re-PressedDistro,2006),BeastsofBurden:Capitalism,Animals,
Communism(AntagonismPress:London,1999).

17JamesLovelock,ClimateChangeontheLivingEarth,(TheRoyalSociety:London,29October2007).



4. African Roads to Anarchy
Anarchic elements in everyday (peasant) life
To examine future possibilities for liberty in peasant life, let’s, as an example, look
to the continent most often written off. These days “Africa has an image problem”1:
war, famine, disease and charity appeals. As time goes on, this skewed view of a
diverse continent will be further exaggerated by worsening climate change and the
interventions of disaster capitalism.2 In the previous sections we saw that climate
change will cause and exacerbate civil wars largely through increasing the scarcity
of food, water and cultivatable soil. Many envision these future conflicts as a gener-
alisation of the image they hold of present day Africa. In doing so they are mostly
mistaken.

Most of Africa’s wars today are fuelled more by the presence of resources and
less their scarcity.3 Retractions in global trade should deny oxygen to some of these
fires. For instance, as the oil runs out, areas such as the Niger Delta, under siege by
state/corporate oil interests, are likely to become once again backwaters rather than
battlegrounds. I take it as a given that we will not see an African-wide conversion
to Western-originated Anarchism, so what societies evolve into will, in large part,
be defined by what they are now. And here is some good non-news from Africa —
in many places and on many levels its cultures have significant anarchic character-
istics, with a minority being functioning anarchies. I’ll hand over for a moment to
Sam Mbah, a Nigerian anarcho-syndicalist:

To a greater or lesser extent… [many] traditional African societies man-
ifested an anarchic eloquence which, upon closer examination, leads
credence to the historical truism that governments have not always ex-
isted. They are but recent phenomena and are, therefore, not inevitable
in human society. While some anarchic features in traditional African
society existed largely in past stages of

1Speech by the dishonourable Minister for Foreign Trade (Nigeria) Mr. G Yhema, Crown Plaza Hotel,
The Hague, 27 April 2000.

2See: Naomi Klein, The Shock Doctrine: The Rise of Disaster Capitalism (London: Penguin, 2008).
3Contrary to the idea that a decrease in resources is likely to result in increased conflict many surveys

have shown that increased resources result in increased conflict. Conflict can be caused by a combina-
tion of greed and grievance and often greed is the motor while grievance is the justification. “This
suggests that the resource curse, by exposing those in power to the temptations of great wealth, is the
most powerful driver of violence and conflict.” — Camilla Toulmin, Climate Change in Africa (London:
International African Institute and Zed Books, 1999), p. 118.
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structural adjustment and the like. Amongst the obvious pain this creates, I pointed
to the possibilities this opens up for libertarian social forces. Unfortunately, in
slums from Kinshasa to Gaza, it is religious authoritarians that are most often
taking advantage of this potential to build dual (or multi)power through the
provision of heath and general care, and this is often done alongside the build-up
of armed capacity. The terrible inheritance of leftist failures and success has only
left the field open for the growth of millenarian theocratic authorities amongst the
slums and “large islands of chaos.”

If much of the poor are living in hellish conditions, and putting their trust in the
millennium or the afterlife, the elites and middle classes are increasingly living in
guarded heavens modelled on the gated suburbs of the USA. Here, Mike Davis ar-
gues, they are constructing (or more accurately having constructed for them) Blade
Runner style ‘Off-worlds’ away from the disordered and dangerous worlds of the
dispossessed. Whilst some such ‘off-worlds’ are so ‘of’ the poor are far, far away,
most are potentially within reach. Like Apartheid South Africa (or South Africa
today for that point) these heavens still need workers — cleaners, gardeners, van
drivers and security guards — many of which live in the surrounding hells. As the
poisoned oligarchs of Haiti25 could tell you, this, despite the CCTV, is not as safe
as it looks.

With such divided worlds — and such divided cities — uprisings and generalised
conflicts are always on the cards. Military strategists have for decades been predict-
ing uprisings and guerrilla war in the swelling cities, and to a certain extent we are
already seeing them a la the battles in Revolution/Sadr City and the like. The com-
bination of unparalleled income disparity, deprivation, crowding and the spread of
criminal gangs and millenarian groups is a heady mix. As a US Army think tank
report puts it:

23“The idea of God implies the abdication of human reason and justice; it is the most decisive negation
of human liberty, and necessarily ends in the enslavement of mankind, in theory and practise… if god
really existed, it would be necessary to abolish him.” — Mikhail Bukunin, God and the State (New York:
Dover Publications, 2003). See also: Richard Dawkins, The God Delusion (London: Black Swan, 2007).

24It would be too simplistic to blame this all on industrialism but clear relationships can be seen
— for example, that demonstrated by Vandana Shiva between the spread of the green revolution and
the growth of fundamentalist communalist movements in India. If anything, the coltan fuelled war in
Congo and the subsequent spread of charismatic native/Pentecostal cults bent on solving their problems
through expelling tens of thousands of ‘child witches’ is an even more spooky sign of the marriage of
the modem and the magical.

25Writhing in agony, his arm lost to a sugar mill, slave Francois Makandal had a millenarian vision
of glorious free black Haitian cities. “Immediately after his maiming, Makandal affected the role of
a prophet and built a considerable following in Northern Limbe. By 1740, Makandal had fled to the
Maroons and used their secret networks to build a force of thousands across Haiti, infiltrating every
home and plantation and bringing poison to each, adapted fromWest African lore to local circumstances.
Dependent on their servants, the plantocracy was helpless as one day their livestock died, the next
their domestic animals, finally themselves and their families. 6,000 were killed before Makandal was
through.” — John Connor, Children of Guinea: Voodoo, The 1793 Haitian Revolution and After (London:
Green Anarchist Books, 2003), p. 11.
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thespreadofdiseasearesomeofthegreatestproblemspresentlyfacingmanyslum
dwellers.Evenwithoutmassiveclimatechangekickingin,thenumberofmajordis-
astersinurbanareashasbeenincreasingrapidlyandmostofthisgrowthisfrom
stormsandfloods.22Withoutstormdrains,thefuturewashingawayofmanysquat-
tersettlementsseemsinevitable,sitedastheyoftenareinareasmostatriskfrom
flooding.Therecuperativepowerofsuchcommunitiesisincredible,butwecan
presumethegreatfloodstocomearelikelytoexacerbatesocialcrisisandinstabil-
ity.

Oldgodsandnewheavens
ByfartheleastpleasantexperienceIhadinthesquatterneighbourhoodImentioned
earlierwasattendingaSundaychurchservice.Ihadmanagedtododgeothers,but
thistimetherewasnoescape.Thechurchitselfwasthebiggestbuildinginthe
neighbourhoodandittoowaslargelybuiltfromsalvage.Ifoundittrulyupsetting
toseesomanyofthepeopleIhadspenttimewithventingreligiousirrationality,
enactinginaneritualsandsubmittingtotheauthorityofpreachers,godandscrip-
ture.ThechurchhadreceivedsomehymntapesfromaPentecostaldenominationin
theUSAandthusIsatlisteningtohundredsofsquatterswho,thoughEnglishwas
nottheirfirstlanguage,sangoutAmericanhymnsinpsuedo-Americanaccents.In
fact,inthecountryIwasin,notasinglebookshopinthecapital,(allofwhichwere
ownedbychurches),soldanythingmentioningevolution,nevermindanarchistrev-
olution.It’seasyforthoseofusfromsocietieswithhighpercentagesofatheism
tounderestimatethelevelofreligiositythatismixedinwithindustrialisminthe
globalsouth,where,amongstthepooratleast,theyareoftenjointlyre-enforcing.

Muchofradicalpoliticsisreligionbyothermeans,butintheslums,and
amongstthedispossessedgenerally,theoldgodsaregrowinginstature.While
sectsmaydifferintheirdegreeofquietismormilitancy,theyshareanunreality
thatisunlikelytoaidthemap-readingabilityofthedowntroddenintrulyconfus-
ingtimes.Thewidercaseagainstreligionhasbeenarguedwellelsewhere23soI
won’tbother,butitisworthnotingthatwhilewesternanarchists’mostorganised
intra-class‘competitors’arepoliticalgroupings,inmanythirdworlds,anarchists
arefacedbythestrengtheningranksoftheocracy.That’sofcourseinthoseplaces
whereanarchistsdoexist,which—thoughgrowing—arestillnotmany.In
contrast,religiousauthoritariansseemtobegainingconvertseverywhere,and,
generally,themoresocialdislocation,thebettertherecruitment.24Inchapter
4(AfricanRoadstoAnarchy)welookedattheexpansionofnon-statesocial
provisionasgovernmentsretractfrompreviouscommitments—inpartdueto

22CamillaToulmin,ClimateChangeinAfrica.(London:InternationalAfricanInstituteandZedBooks,
2009),pp.70–118.
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development,someofthempersistandremainpronouncedtothisday.
WhatthismeansisthattheidealsunderlyingAnarchismmaynotbeso
newintheAfricancontext.WhatisnewistheconceptofAnarchism
asasocialmovementideology.Anarchyasabstractionmayindeedbe
[largely]unknowntoAfricans,butisnotatallunknownasawayof
life…
ManifestationsofanarchicelementsinAfricancommunities…were
andtosomedegreestillarepervasive.Theseincludethepartialor
completeabsenceofhierarchicalstructures,stateapparatuses,andthe
commodificationoflabor.Toputthisinpositiveterms,[somesoci-
eties]were(andare)largelyselfmanaged,egalitarianandrepublican
innature.4

TheextenttowhichAfricaisviewedasa‘basketcase’in‘worldopinion’is
inparttheextenttowhichitssocietiesareanarchicandnotfullyenclosedwithin
capitalistrelations.

WhyhaveanarchicsocialrelationssurvivedinAfricatosuchadegree?Jim
Feast,writingfortheAmericananarchistmagazineFifthEstate,hassomeanswers:

Insub-SaharanAfrica,asidefromintheminorityofcountrieswith
alarge,whitesettlerpopulationandvaluableresources(suchasdia-
mondsorcopper),therewaslittlepenetrationofcapitalistagricultural
formsorgovernmentintotheinterior.Inthecolonialera…theim-
perialpowershadonlylimitedgoals.Therewasnodesiretoinvest
resourcestoensurethestatecouldprojectitsauthorityintoeverycor-
nerofthenewcolonies…And,afterindependence,settlerstatesex-
cepted…Africansremainedonlymarginallyaffectedbythemarket.
Theyincreasinglytradedinthemarket,buttheirbasewasstillahome-
steadandfamilyfarmwhereasubsistenceethosprevailed…Thesalient
pointsarethese.Nomatterhowwidetheimpactofworldcapitalism,
muchofsub-SaharanAfricahasnotbeeneffectivelyshapedbystate
ormarketpower.Moreover,whilein…[manypartsoftheplanet]…
thereisastruggletodevelopanalternativeeconomy,inthepartsof
Africaunderdiscussion,arobustsubsistenceeconomy,unconcerned
withprofitandcapitalexpansioncontinuestoexist.5

4SamMbahandIGIgariewy,AfricanAnarchism:TheHistoryofaMovement(Tucson:SeeSharpPress,
1997),pp.27–33.

5Thefollowingisworthnotingalso:“Suchlimitedlinkswereintheinterestofthe…[bosses],who
purposelycreatedasemi-workingclass.Thomsonstates,‘Mineownersandfarmmanagersrelyonthe
factthatpeasants[whocometoworktemporarily]arealsoproducingforthemselvesbackontheir
smallholdings(farmedintheirabsencebytheirfamilies).Asworkershavethisadditionalsourceof
subsistence,wagescanbekeptlow.”’—JimFeast,‘TheAfricanRoadtoAnarchism?’,in,FifthEstateVol.
43No.22008.
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Peoples without governments
While anarchic elements are pervasive in Africa there are also entire anarchist so-
cieties.6 Some of these exist surrounded by more incorporated populations, while
others are truly remote from external power — through luck or active avoidance.
Environments which are not conducive to empire are a significant factor behind
the survival of some of these cultures and their ability to defend their autonomy.

A number have remained anarchic within themselves whilst superficially ac-
cepting outside power. This should not necessarily be seen as assimilation. Gov-
ernments don’t like to let outright opposition go unpunished lest it encourage oth-
ers. Yet they don’t always have the capacity to fully internalise pre-existing or
maroon societies, especially wily ones. For the community, the “state power and
the alien political culture… are so different and so powerful that… direct resistance
soon proves to be unaffordable; passive accommodation is impossible as well. The
most acceptable possibility is some kind of collaboration that allows things to con-
tinue almost as before, with the idea that ‘we were here before them and we will
be here after them”’7 In some situations this is as simple as unspoken contracts ap-
proximate to ‘We’ll pretend you’re governing us, you pretend to believe it’. In other
situations ‘outwitting the state’ may involve a complex set of tactics including pro-
viding key functions, retraditionalisation, regular movement and manipulating the
balance of competing external powers.

Some may object that these anarchies are not those ‘we’ would design if ‘we’
were to sit down and plan the ‘ideal’ society for them8 — but they are anarchies
none the less. Though far more egalitarian than surrounding societies, they usually
have some level of sex and age stratified power relations, a division of labour and
sometimes rely on animal slavery. I don’t view any of these things as good but
it should be remembered that to differing extents these are aspects of all civilised
societies. At least these cultures don’t have class warfare or the state! In this sense
they are anarchies even if they don’t conform to all the aspirations of ‘our’ western
originated Anarchisms. They should not be idealised (any more than present day
Chiapas or 1936 Barcelona) and you don’t have to ‘support them’. But these are
existing anarchies, the active social creation of millions of people through time
resisting the concentration of power. Any overview of possibilities for libertywould
be foolish to ignore them. Those of us who are freeing ourselves from authority can
find insights, inspiration and warnings from their examples.9

6For a good overview of some lived, rather than imagined, anarchies both in Africa and elsewhere
see: Harold Barclay, People Without Government: An Anthropology of Anarchy (London: Kahn SrAverill,
1990).

7P Skalnik, Outwitting the State, (New Brunswick: Transaction Publishers, 1989), p. 13.
8A personally abhorrent and definitely authoritarian exercise which some anarchists still seem to

enjoy…
9Though obviously not at the expense of looking at the class relations, balances of power, struggles
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doesn’t mean it doesn’t have landlords. This often starts at the lowest level with sub-
divisions, roofs and rooms rented out by established inhabitants to newer arrivals.
As Mike Davis points out (in his characteristically amazing and frankly harrowing
book Planet of Slums), “It is the principle way in which urban poor people can mon-
etise their equity (formal or informal), but often in an exploitative relationship to
even poorer people.”17 Others, from gangsters to big developers, politicians, jun-
tas and the middle class also get in on the act. In the slums of Nairobi for example,
many of those who fall behind on rent, even for a day, face the terror of the landlord
and his henchmen turning up to confiscate their meagre possessions, evict them and
worse. Such landlords are referred to by Kenyans simply as ‘Wabenzi’ — those with
enough money to buy a Mercedes-Benz.18

If we have said where much of the burgeoning urban majorities live, what about
what they do, where they work, and where they are going? The answers are, ob-
viously, hugely diverse and I won’t pretend to be able to tell you. What I will say,
is that many slum inhabitants could be seen and see themselves as in transition.
Transition from country to urban. From refugee to worker. From dispossessed to
propertied. From slum dweller to somewhere else.

This narrative is as old as capitalism. Peasants/agricultural workers are dis-
possessed and end up in city slums. In the West, horrors upon horrors followed,
eventually manufacturing the industrial worker19 but not before the near century
of revolutions born in France in 1848 and dying in Spain in 1938. These insurrec-
tions were largely fought by transitional classes somewhat similar to those today,
who in the process of being proletarianised lived in, “neither industrial nor village
society but in the tense, almost electrifying force field of both.”20 While this grand
tale of class evolution in early capitalism is true(ish), the stories playing out today
are unscripted and they should not be presumed to share the same ‘ending’.

While many in the slums either already work in the world of wage slavery or
will end up doing so, many, many others survive in the so-called ‘informal’ econ-
omy, a sector that in some cities is far larger (in terms of human captives) than
the formal economy. Here we have a potentially explosive emergence of classes,
vast in number, who are not going anywhere and seem to be surplus to capitalism’s
requirements. “A proletariat without factories; workshops, and work, and without
bosses, in the muddle of the odd jobs, drowning in survival and leading an existence
like a path through embers.”21

Thanks to lack of sanitation, water supply and drainage; water shortages and

17Mike Davis, Planet of Slums (London: Verso, 2007), p. 42.
18Robert Neuwirth, Shadow Cities: A Billion Squatters, a New Urban World (London: Routledge, 2004).
19Leopold Roc, Industrial Domestication: Industry as the Origins of Modern Domination. Anarchist

Library (https://www.theanarchistlibrary.org/).
20Murray Bookchin, quoted during a description of historical and present transitional classes in: Down

with Empire, Up with Spring! (Te Whanganui a Tara/Wellington: Rebel Press, 2006), p. 150.
21Patrick Chamoiseau, quoted in Mike Davis, Planet of Slums (London: Verso, 2007), p. 174.
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trendsIhavementionedaresimultaneouslybringingmuch—butbynomeansall
—ofhumanitytogetherwhilstbreedinglimitlessdivision.Intheeverjolly-words
oftheUSNationalIntelligenceAgency,aswellascreatingconvergence,“…today’s
trendsappeartobeheadingtowardsapotentiallymorefragmentedandconflicted
world.”14

Survivalintheslums

Whiledifferentplacesare,bynature,different,onenearconstantacrossthebur-
geoningmetropoliaretheslums.Atleastonebillionpeoplealreadyliveinthem,
afigureexpectedtorisetotwobillionwithintwodecadesandthreebillionpeople
bymid-century.Thismeansoneinthreepeople15onearthcouldbelivinginnon-
formalisedurbanterrains,inshacks,tents,corrugatediron,tenementandrubbish.
Alreadyinmanycountriesslumdwellersmakeupthemajorityofurbanites.99.4%
inEthiopiaandChad,98.5%inAfghanistanand92%inNepal.Bombayistheglobal
slumcapitalwith10–12millionsquattersandtenementdwellersfollowedbyMex-
icoCityandDhakawith9–10millioneach,thenLagos,Cairo,Kinshasa-Brazzaville,
SaoPaulo,ShanghaiandDelhiallwith6–8million.16

ThefirstnightIsleptinaThirdWorldsquatterneighbourhoodIfeltsurprisingly
athome,asIamsureanyonewhohaslivedinsquats(especiallyoccupations)in
theglobalnorthwoulddo.Thebodgedelectrics,theairofcameraderie,thedirt,the
dogseverywhere.IfthebrightyellowMarchessignpostthepresenceofcorporate
globalisationthensheltersconstructedfromfadingblueplastictarpsandpallets
alsoactasglobalsignposts—thistimethatyouareenteringsquatterworlds.Wak-
ingupwithchickensinyourfacegivesthegameawaysomewhatthatyouhave
probablywokenintheThirdWorld,buthavingsaidthat,it’salsohappenedtome
on-siteinSouthLondon…ThefamilyIwasstayingwithwerelovelyandthere
wassomuchenergyandcreativityandresiliencecrammedintotheshackalleysall
around,ItrulyfeltlikeIwasinaTemporaryAutonomousZone.

AlotofwhatIexperiencedinthatcommunitymademestrangelyproudtobe
humanbutthoseofuswhoseesolutionsasarisingfromautonomy,informality,
selfhelpandclassstrugglecanfallintothetrapofseeingwhatwewanttoseein
theslums.Don’tgetmewrong—allthoseenginesarepresent,butsotootodiffer-
ingdegreesareallthepredictableintra-classdivisionsaswellasdeepeningclass
oppressions.Forinstance,justbecauseit’saslum—evenasquattersettlement—

14GlobalTrends2025:ATransformedWorld(Washington:USNationalIntelligenceCouncil,2008),
p.99,quotedin,LaurenceC.Smith,TheWorldin2050:FourForcesShapingCivilization’sNorthernFuture
(NewYork:Penguin,2010),p.43.

15RobertNeuwirth,ShadowCities:ABillionSquatters,aNewUrbanWorld.(London:Routledge,2004).
16UnitedNationsstatisticsquotedin:MikeDavis,PlanetofSlums(London:Verso,2007),p.23.
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Commonsresurgentasglobaltraderetracts
ForthoseinAfrica,thefactthatanarchiesexistandsomeanarchictendenciesre-
mainwidespreadbeyondthemleavesroutesofescapeandsurvivalopenwhich
canbeutilisedasauthoritiescollapse,retractoraredestroyed.Itshouldbenoted
thatmanycommons-basedsocietieswithinAfricaarefall-backpositionsturnedto
aftercomplexkingdomscollapsedorweredismantledbyinvadingempires(both
WesternandAfrican).Whilecolonialelitesoftenpolicedthroughlocaltraditional
authorities,theycametoblowswiththemtoo.Dominantclassesactintheirown
interest,notinthatofanabstractsystemofhierarchicalpower.Theattackonlocal
authoritybyoutsideelitesopeneduppossibilitiesforanarchyinthepastandthis
patterncontinues.JimFeastonceagain:

Here’sanironyofhistory.Inthelast15years,in[somepartsof]the
industriallyundevelopedworld,thestatehaswitheredaway,notbe-
causeofitssupercession,butduetotheextensionofglobalcapitalism.
Talkofstatecollapseoncapital’speripherydoesn’tmeangovernments
havecompletelyvanished,butthatmanystateshavediminishedfrom
beingthetotalizedagenciesofcontrolweexperienceinNortherntier
countries…
Sinceindependence,mostsub-SaharanAfricancountrieshavebeen
one-partystates,headedbycorruptstrongmenwhorulebycombin-
ingmilitarycoercionwiththedistributionoffavourstowell-placedfol-
lowers…Theintelligentstrongmanseesthatnotonlyhisimmediate
cronies(whostaffthestate)butregionalandtriballeadersofeverysig-
nificantstripemustbecultivatedbyfinancinginfrastructuralprojects
(thatofferprimeopportunitiesforgraft)intheirbailiwicks…Butwith
structuraladjustmentpoliciesforceduponthesenations,thisformof
governmenthas[often]ceasedtoexistbecausefundstosustainthepa-
tronagenetworksarenolongerthere…Inamovementtoshoreupelite
rule,therehasbeenawidespreadmorphingintomulti-partydemocra-
cies.From1988to1999thenumberofstatesinsub-SaharanAfrica
featuringmulti-partyelectionswentfrom9to45.Thistemporarily
andcynicallysolvestwoproblemsforstaterule…Itrestoresapatina
oflegitimacytoasystemthatcannolongerprovideeitherpatronageor
welfareservicestoitscitizens,andreinvigoratesitbydividingclients
amongthecompetingparties,soeachpoliticalgroupinghasneedto
siphonfewerfundssinceitservesasmallerclientbase10…

andjoyswherewelive.Toomanyactivistsknowtheintricaciesofstruggles,abroadyetlittleofthe
socialwarallaroundthem.

10WhileIagreewiththeauthorhere,Iwouldsay‘theclientissue’isafactorbehindthespreadof
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Another loss of state power is the inability of it to provide minimal
welfare to the citizenry, such as education and medical care, which
structural adjustment programs eliminate as too costly. While some of
these services are taken over by international relief organizations, most
that are continued are done so by groups from the distressed society
itself. In other words, as Thomson puts it, ‘Declining state capacity re-
quired civil society to increase its self sufficiency.’ The once-repressed
women’s groups, trade unions, farmers associations, and other grass-
roots networks are assuming greater responsibility in social and eco-
nomic life…

[So maybe here we are seeing an African road to Anarchism] ‘whereby
the money economy and the state, which are in a condition of
partial collapse or withdrawal, cede more and more functions to
non-monetarized, non-statist village communities that are organized
on the basis of mutual aid?’11

This is already happening in some areas in a non-newsworthy manner without
overt conflict. In others this revitalization of the commons is one of the forces filling
the power vacuum left by thewarring fragmentation of ‘failed states.’ The structural
adjustmentmentioned is of course time specific. There is an ebb and flow of projects
of power, as the expansion of China into Africa shows, but nevertheless the process
observed is a pointer to what may happen in many places as global trade retracts
in a resource poor, climate changed world.

Outwitting the state

As well as those we could mischievously label lifestyle anarchists,12 Africa has a
growing, though still small, number of groups organising under the banner of An-
archism. These are unlikely to change the face/s of the entire continent but may
play significant roles in emergent movements and struggles. To repeat the ear-
lier quote from Seaweed: “Any bioregion can be liberated through a succession of
events and strategies based on the conditions unique to it.” Even if we accept the
foreclosure of any possibility of global anarchist revolution, there is no reason to
say a regional anarchist insurrection somewhere in Africa (or elsewhere) is not on

multi-party systems but by no means the only one. The collapse of the Soviet Bloc, social democratic
mobilization within Africa and the demands — both financially and ideological — of the West, are some
factors amongst others. It will be interesting to see how the expansion of Chinese power in Africa affects
this.

11Jim Feast, ‘The African Road to Anarchism?’, in, Fifth Estate Vol. 43, No. 2, 2008.
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the real limits now set by climate change, resource scarcity etc. For a start, some
estimate that even if one takes these trends as a given there will still remain a rural
population approaching three billion at mid century.10 Many of these farmers as
well as many of those in the cities will likely be living in stagnant economies similar
to the countries of the ‘bottom billion’ today. Additionally, many of these least con-
verging populations are likely to be in those countries commonly described as failed
states. These countries are unlikely to ‘grow’, not least thanks to the additional bar-
riers provided by the rise (or more accurately return) of the global powerhouses of
China and India.11 As noted earlier12 the presence of these “large islands of chaos”13
(Paul Collier, ex-World Bank) brings positive as well as negative possibilities — at
least from my anarchist perspective. It seems likely, then, that rather than a global
convergence we will see the continued emergence of radically divergent worlds —
both between nations and within them.

Additionally, sudden trend reversals, in health for example, can surprise. Just
look at the unpredicated AIDS epidemic in Africa or the dramatically increased
Russian male death rates in the 1990s. Within medicine and amongst elite planners
there is a widespread, and not groundless, fear that today’s mega-cities and food
production systems are becoming perfect incubators for pandemics of possibly un-
paralleled ferocity.

A useable (though simplistic and therefore false) summationmight be that many
people in the long-industrialised countries tend to still hold to a vision of a single
Third World that is far less industrialised than much of it is, whilst many in the
emerging economies of the global south view their futures as far more rosy and
pre-determined than they probably are; and finally, those populations that (from a
standard economic perspective) lie at the bottom, will in the medium future look
much like they do now, but will probably be living in less hospitable environments.
The best one can say is that uneven convergence trends in many of the developing
worlds will (for now) continue (but not universally); that there are no destinations
given and the rides may be bumpy indeed, not least due to inter-power rivalry. The

9As though ‘we’ are’ finished’…
10Laurence C. Smith, The World in 2050: Four Forces Shaping Civilization’s Northern Future (New York:

Penguin, 2010), p. 35.
11“…the bottom billion will have to wait a long time until development in Asia creates a wage gap

with the bottom billion similar to the massive gap that prevailed between Asia and the rich world around
1980. This does not mean that development in the bottom billion is impossible, but it does make it much
harder. The same automatic processes that drove Asian development will impede the development of
the bottom billion.” — Paul Collier, The Bottom Billion: Why the Poorest Countries are Failing and What
Can Be Done About It (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008), p. 86. Whether one sees the process
above as ‘automatic’ as Collier describes or sees it as an expression of class interests (or both), the basic
tone of his conclusion is persuasive.

12See Chapters 3, Desert Storms, and 4, African Roads to Anarchy.
13Paul Collier, The Bottom Billion: Why the Poorest Countries are Failing and What Can Be Done About

It (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008), p. 3.
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pushandpullthemawayfromagricultureandtowardsthefreedomsandslaveries
ofthemetropoles.

Whilethedistancebetweentheglobes’financiallyrichestandpoorestcontin-
uestowiden,UNstatisticsneverthelessshowincrediblechangesformuchofthe
world’spopulations;lifestyleshiftsthatoftenarenotreflectedinanycomparable
paradigmshiftamongstactivistsinthe‘developed’world.AsHansRoeleinghas
pointedout,theplanetisoftenseenasdividedbetween:

…weand‘them’and‘we’istheWesternWorldand‘them’istheThird
World.‘AndwhatdoyoumeanwithWesternWorld?’Isaid.‘Well,
that’slonglifeandsmallfamily,andThirdWorldisshortlifeandlarge
family.’6

Suchasimplisticpicturealwaysobscuredclass,culturalandregionaldifferences
buttherewassometruthtoit.Notanymore.Thechangesinlifeexpectancyand
familysizeworld-wide,arejustthemostobviouschanges.Alongsidethemare
hugetransformationsingeneralhealth(bothgoodandbad),7childprogramming
andtheincreasingdegreeofthecommodificationofsocialrelations.Yetevenona
planetwhereroadtrafficaccidentsnowkillsimilarnumbersofpeopleasmalaria,
theoldpicturestillpersists.8

Inthegrowingcitiesespecially,tangiblesocialrevolutions(suchastheincrease
inlifeexpectancy)cancombinewithmediapropelledmythsofthe(non)American
dreamtoproduceunrealisticexpectationsof‘modernlife’.Suchexpectations
encourageattemptsatassimilationandsubmissiontopower,evenasinevitable
clashesofclassinterestsandtheinabilityof‘thesystem’tocomeupwiththe
promisedgoodsgiverisetofuries.Onthepositiveside,manypeoplewillatleast
havelongerlivestoexperiencethepossibilityofloveaswellasinevitablesocial
dislocationandwideningclassinequality.

Divergentworlds
Thosethatseethesetransformationsasmagicallyleadingthespeciestowardsacon-
vergencebasedonwherethesetrendsledtheWest9wouldbedeluded,evenwithout

4UnitedNationsHumanSettlementsProgramme,StateoftheWorld’sCities2008/2009(London:Earth-
scan,2008),quotedinLaurenceC.Smith,TheWorldin2050:FourForcesShapingCivilization’sNorthern
Future(NewYork:Penguin,2010),p.32.

5Populationfigurestakenfromstatecensuses.Bristol:433,100(UK2001).Bratislava:429,000(Slo-
vakia2006).Oakland:446,901(USA2010).

6HansRosling,HansRoslingshowsthebeststatsyou’veeverseen.TED,February2006,(www.ted.com).
7See:ChristineMcMurrayandRoySmith,DiseasesofGlobalization:SocioeconomicTransitionsand

Health(London:Earthscan,2001).
81.20millionand1.27millionrespectivelyin2002.TimHallidayandBasiroDavey,WaterandHealth

inanOvercrowdedWorld(Oxford:OxfordUniversityPress,2007),p.39.
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thecardsandthisismademorelikelybythefactorswehavediscussedalready.In
probablyoverlyoptimistictermsSamMbahstates:

TheprocessofanarchisttransformationinAfricamightprovecom-
parativelyeasy,giventhatAfricalacksastrongcapitalistfoundation,
well-developedclassformationsandrelationsofproduction,andasta-
ble,entrenchedstatesystem.13

WhileasurprisingnumberofAfricandirtroadsleadtoanarchy14muchofwhat
wehavetouchedonhererelatestomanyruralareasacrosstheplanettodifferingde-
grees.Forinstance,inhisexcellent,TheArtofNotBeingGoverned,15JamesC.Scott
recountsnumerousexamplesoflivedanarchiesinuplandSoutheastAsia.Even
outsideofanarchies,peasantcommunitieswhoseself-sufficiencyhavenotbeenen-
tirelyvanquished,stilloftenretainhighlevelsofautonomy—LandisLiberty!16
Sadlyinmanyplacescommunaltraditionshavebeeneradicated,the‘commons’
(or‘wilderness’)enclosedandfarmersforcefullytransformedintowagelabourers.
Inothershowever,theyhavenot,foradiversesetofreasons,notleastofwhichis
resistance.Statesdonotalwaysgettheirownway.

ThetideofWesternauthoritywillrecedefrommuch,thoughbynomeansall
oftheplanet.Awrithingmessofsocialflotsamandjetsamwillbeleftinitswake.
Somepatchesoflivedanarchy,somehorribleconflicts,someempires,somefree-
doms,andofcourse,unimaginableweirdness.Asstatesrecedeand‘fail’—through
entropy,stupidity,revolution,internalconflict,climatestress—peoplewillcon-
tinuetodig,sow,herdandlive—most,admittedly,invastlymorechallenging
climates,andfewwiththeguaranteeofapeacefullife.Inmanyplacescommod-
ifiedlandwillbereclaimedascommonsandnewcommunitieswillbeformedby
refugeesfromthecollapsedeconomies.Anarchicsocieties—oldandnew—will
needtodefendtheirlibertyandlives,throughavoidance,arms,flightand‘outwit-
tingthestate’.

Wehaveglimpsedsomeofthepossibilitiesopenedup(andclosed)bybothfu-
tureclimatewarsandtheretractionofstategovernancefromruralcommunities

12AcheapjokeattheexpenseofMurrayBookchin’sridiculous,‘SocialAnarchismvsLifestyleAnar-
chism’,dichotomy.

13SamMbahandIGIgariewy,AfricanAnarchism:TheHistoryofaMovement(Tucson:SeeSharpPress,
1997),p.108.

14“Improvementmakesstraightroads;butthecrookedroadswithoutimprovementareroadsofge-
nius.”—WilliamBlake,quotedin,LawrenceMillman,LastPlaces:AJourneyintheNorth(London:
SphereBooks,1992).

15JamesC.Scott,TheArtofNotBeingGoverned:AnAnarchistHistoryofUplandSouth-EastAsia(New
Haven:YaleUniversityPress,2009).

16Ifyoudoubtthiswhynottryapleasurableexperimentandgetatasteoffreedombyeatingfood
notboughtwithsoldtimebutgrownwithone’sownhands.Isuspecttheexperiencewillconvinceyou
thatlandislibertyandmakeyoudesiremoreofboth.Forthosewholikebookreferencesaswellassoil
undertheirfingernailssee:TheEcologist,WhoseCommonFuture?ReclaimingtheCommons(London:
Earthscan,1993)
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— but what about liberty at the shifting outer borders of civilisation? And what of
liberty beyond those borders — in the wild?

7. Convergence and the New
Urban Majorities

Life expectancy and expectations of ‘modern life’
In 2008 humanity passed a significant milestone — more of our species now live in
cities than outside of them. I won’t even attempt to guess where exactly — other
than ecological denudation1 — the growth of cities is leading. It could be the glim-
mering glass domes of sci-fi fantasy, the putrid waters of contemporary Makoko2

or the jungle-immersed abandoned avenues of Mayan cities. In all likelihood it
leads in the direction of all three, and others. One suspects no one knows what the
present situation is, never mind where it is headed. As Mike Davis puts it;

Very large cities — those with a global, not just regional, environmental
footprint — are thus the most dramatic end-product, in more than one
sense, of human cultural evolution in the Holocene. Presumably they
should be the subject of the most urgent and encompassing scientific
inquiry. They are not. We know more about rainforest ecology than
urban ecology.3

The rate of change is staggering. For illustration take mega-cities, those with
more than 10million citizens. While therewere none in 1900, by themid 1970s there
were three mega-cities, and between then and 2007 the number grew to nineteen,
with the total expected to rise to twenty seven by 2025. That’s 3–27 in around 50
years. Overall, since the beginning of the 1990s, cities in the (rapidly) ‘developing
world’ have expanded by three million people a week.4 That’s roughly equivalent to
a new city the size of Bristol, Bratislava or Oakland every single day.5 For now, the
urban majorities look set to continue expanding as people are subject to forces that

1The tendency emerging, to see cities as nature’s salvation, is cargoist nonsense, backed up by carbon
counting techniques that ignore the inter-related nature of industrialism. A good recent example of such
flawed thinking is: Shanta Barley, ‘Escape to the City’, in, New Scientist 6.11.2010, pp. 32–34. I note the
editors flagged it up on the cover as the lead article with the title ‘Urban Utopia’, which says it all really!

2Lagos in Nigeria shelters an estimated 20 million people and is one of the world’s fastest growing
megacities. Once a small fishing village, Makoko has grown into a slum housing around 100,000 people
largely in stilt houses on Lagos’s lagoon. Like many slums the area is largely governed by local gangs
rather than state ones.

3Mike Davis, Dead Cities and Other Tales (New York: The New Press, 2002), p. 363.
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notreallyanemptyfrontierbutalreadyoccupiedbyaboriginalpeoples
whohadbeenlivingthereformillennia.19

Whiletheextentofcivilisationalexpansioninthe‘NewNorth’is,likesomuch
inclimatechangerelatedfuturology,presentlyunknowable;thetrenditselfseems
agiven.Insomeplacesitcanberesisted,andsuccessfully.Inothersthehubrisof
settlementwillsimplyfail.Inmanyplacesitsveryexpansionbringspossibilities
forthosewhowouldliveinnewopeningsorinold,butwarmer,worldsofthe
gyrfalcon.

19LaurenceC.Smith,TheWorldin2050:FourForcesShapingCivilization’sNorthernFuture(NewYork:
Penguin,2010),p.258.

5.CivilisationRetreats,Wild-
nessPersists

Imetatravellerfromanantiqueland
Whosaid:Twovastandtrunklesslegsofstone
Standinthedesert…Nearthem,onthesand,
Halfsunk,ashatteredvisagelies,whosefrown,
Andwrinkledlip,andsneerofcoldcommand,
Tellthatitssculptorwellthosepassionsread
Whichyetsurvive,stampedontheselifelessthings,
Thehandthatmockedthem,andtheheartthatfed:
Andonthepedestalthesewordsappear:
‘MynameisOzymandias,kingofkings:
Lookonmyworks,yeMighty,anddespair!’
Nothingbesideremains.Roundthedecay
Ofthatcolossalwreck,boundlessandbare
Theloneandlevelsandsstretchfaraway.
—Ozymandias,PercyByssheShelley,1817

Empiresspreaddesertswhichtheycannotsurvive

ReaditintheruinsofUrandMuUs,thedesertifiedfieldsofWadiFaynan1andthe
TechuacanValley.2Empiresspreaddesertswhichtheycannotsurvive.Raids,insur-
rectionsanddesertionoftenmarkthefallofcivilisationsbuttherealgroundwork
fortheirdestructionhasalwaysbeendonebytheirownleaders,workersandzeks.
Weareallworkingtowardsthedestructionofourcivilisations.3

1GraemeBarker,‘ATaleofTwoDeserts:ContrastingDesertificationHistoriesonRome’sDesert
Frontier’,in,WorldArchaeology,vol33,No.3,2002,pp.488–507.

2HelmutGeist,TheCausesandProgressionofDesertification(Aldershot:AshgatePublishing,2005),
pp.4–7.

3Thosewhodoubtthiscoulddowithreading.ClivePonting,AGreenHistoryoftheWorld:The
EnvironmentandtheCollapseofGreatCivilisations.(London:PenguinBooks,1991).Onasidenote,
beforebecominganacademicPontingnarrowlyavoidedjail(thankstoanunexpectedjuryacquittal)for
leakingthetruthbehindtheBelgranoAffair(theBritishsinkingofaArgentinenavywarshipasitsped
awayfromtheFalklandsconflict)whilsthewasaseniorMoDcivilservant.
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“Civilised man has marched across the face of the earth and left a desert
in his footprints.”4

The extent to which global heating will cause the expansion of hot deserts is
unknown but that they will do so — and drastically — is a pretty safe bet. The inter-
action of soil, climate and civil power will continue to be a dominant factor deter-
mining both history and the opening up of territory for freer lives. That agricultural
systems will fail as the arid worlds spread means that, once again, civilisations will
have to retreat from much of their previously conquered lands. In some places this
will be total, in others a matter of degrees.

In my mother tongue deserts are uninhabitable, abandoned, deserted ; but by
whom? Not by the coyotes or the cactus wrens. Not by the harvester ants or the
rattlesnakes. Not by the namib quicksteps, the meercats, the acacias, the tahrs,
the sandgrouse and the red kangaroos. Deserts and arid environments generally
are often biologically diverse, though by their nature, the life is sparser than in
other biomes. While some desert areas are lifeless, in most communities of animals,
birds, insects, bacteria and plants run, fly, crawl, spread and grow in lives unordered,
undomesticated by civilisation. Wildness is in us and all around us. The battle to
contain and control it is the constant labour of civilisation. When that battle is lost
and the fields are deserted, wildness persists.

Behind the dust, meanwhile, under the vulture-haunted sky, the desert
waits — mesas, butte, canyon, reef, sink, escarpment, pinnacle, maze,
dry lake, sand dune and Barren Mountain.5

Nomadic freedoms and the collapse of agriculture

I remember sitting crouched in the red, under the hot sun, the wind low, the silence
of the desert was absolute… or it would have been if it wasn’t, of course, for all
the gossiping. There are people here, not all deserts are unliveable, but for states a
surplus is barely possible. The sparseness of life favours nomadism — whether by
herders, foragers, travellers or traders.

No one can live this life and emerge unchanged. They will carry, how-
ever faint, the imprint of the desert, the brandwhichmarks the nomad.6

4Vernon G. Carter and Tom Dale, Topsoil and Civilization (Oklahoma: University of Oklahoma Press,
1974).

5Edward Abbey, Desert Solitaire: A Season in the Wilderness (New York: Ballantine Books, 1971), pp.
303–305.
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directly by the idea and existence of frontiers and thus the real ability to build some
level of autonomy and self-sufficiency — admittedly on stolen land! In crowded
Europe at the same time there was less ‘outside’ available, and so despite strong
currents with an ecological and anti-civilisation perspective, many individualist
anarchists turned to bank robbing, insurrection, assassination and art. We can
expect the opening up of new lands within Europe and North America to have a
significant impact on both those who wish to desert civilisation as well as those
who wish to expand it. There will be many possibilities for lives of liberty on
the expanding frontiers, though drop-outs and renegades may themselves lay the
foundations for a wider ‘gentrification’ of the wilderness.

It would be lovely to think that a thousand anarchist log huts will bloom but
more prevalent are likely to be workcamps and farmlands resembling something
between Dubai’s modern gulags and the new Chinese farming and logging colonies
of Siberia. In the UAE desert migrant workers live in horrific conditions and are
bussed in and out of Dubai daily to build the new super city. They have no rights
of citizenship, no rights to stay beyond a fixed term contract, almost no spouses (or
right tomarry or co-habit), families rarely exist, no official unionisation. Frightened
by an ‘Indian Demographic Time-Bomb’ Dubai’s rulers have initiated a complex
immigration quota system where migrants are brought in from diverse countries to
keep workers socially divided. In Siberia 600,000 Chinese workers cross the border
in seasonal migration every summer to work the new fields.18

So there will be lives of slavery as well as liberty on the new frontiers and with
worsening prospects in much of the warming world and the promise of hard cur-
rency many will choose them. Readers with anarcho-syndicalist leanings may no-
tice the striking similarity of such situations with that of the logging and mining
camps that were the battlegrounds of the Wobblies. The IWW was the only work-
ers organisation that had any successes in uniting ‘lumpen’ migrant workers of
diverse nationalities in early 20th century America. Culturally divided and without
recourse to legal unions and other organs of social democracy, militant informal
syndicalism could arise in the New North, possibly even informed by Anarchism.

Parallels between old and new frontiers are laid out well by climatolo-
gist Lawrence C. Smith.

[An] envisioning of the New North today might be something like
America in 1803, just after the Louisiana Purchase from France. It, too,
possessed major cities fuelled by foreign immigration, with a vast, in-
hospitable frontier distant from the major urban cores. Its deserts, like
Arctic tundra, were harsh, dangerous, and ecologically fragile. It, too,
had rich resource endowments of metals and hydrocarbons. It, too, was

18Parag Khanna Maps the Future of Countries, TED, July 2009, (https://www.ted.com/).
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fewresources,someoftheSiberiantribeshaveferventlyopposedtheexpansionof
gasandoilinfrastructureontheirtraditionallands.InoneactionahundredNivkh,
EvenkandUlitablockedroadswiththeirreindeerforthreedaysagainstnewoiland
gaspipelines.14InCanadaespecially,thegovernmentandcorporationsarefaced
withindigenouswarriorsocietieswithastronglandethicandagrowingfighting
spirit.

Whiletherehavebeen—andwillbe—victoriesinthebattletostopthenorthern
spreadofempireanditsinfrastructure,eventhemostresolutepeoplescannothalt
climatechangeitself.Indigenouspeoplesreportthatlives,andthesurvivability
oflife-ways,arealreadybeingaffected.AsVioletFord,anInuit,says:“Wecan’t
predicttheweatheranymore,soit’sverydifficulttoplanourhunting.Itputsalot
ofstressandfearintoourcommunities.”15Similarreportscomefromthe‘Russian’
Arcticaswell,wherechangesiniceandsnowmeltingiscausingculturechange
andendangeringthereindeerherdinglifestyleoftheNenetherdersontheYamal
Peninsular.16

OnabrightdayonastormtossedcapeIwalkedwithafriendsurroundedbyfor-
est,waves,osprey,andorcas.Farfromanyroadorvillage,theplacefeltpristine,but
amongstthetreesweretherottingremainsofaschool.Rustingfarmimplements
litteredtheundergrowthandformerfieldswerenowthehuntinggroundsofcougar.
Remotenessfrommarkets,theillogicofpolitics,andlandunsuitedtocolonisation
byanimportedmodelhadledtotheevacuationofthiscoast.Itremindedmethat
despitethewishesofthosewhoplanworlds,settlementsometimesfailsandthe
wildwins.Thiswillcontinuetobetrue.17

Livesofliberty/slaveryonthenewfrontiers
Possibilitieswillemergeasthecolddesertsretreatforthosewhowishtoset-
tle/invade/resist/work.Whowillpopulatethesenewlands?Physicallandscapes
andthesocialterrainsofstruggleframewhatwethinkispossibleandthuswhat
wedo.InNineteenthandearlyTwentiethCenturyNorthAmerica,Individualist
Anarchism(especiallythatinfluencedbyHenryDavidThoreau)wasframed

14SurvivalInternational.SiberianPeoplesProtestAgainstOilandGasPipelines,26August2005,
(https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/985).

15GeoffreyYork,‘IndigenousPeopleDescribeRealPerilsofGlobalWarming’,in,TheGlobeandMail,
14December2007.

16LukeHarding,‘ClimateChangeinRussia’sArcticTundra’,TheGuardian20th,October2009.
17Forcivilisation,thegreatthawingoftheFarNorthwillprobablyformobstaclesaswellasbridges.

LawrenceCSmitharguesthatinmanyplacesthankstodecreasedwinterroadaccessandgrounddisrup-
tionsfromthawingpermafrosttherewillbe“diminishingaccessbyland,butrisingaccessbysea.For
manyremoteinteriorlandscapes,theperhapssurprisingprospectsIseeisreducedhumanpresenceand
theirreturntoawilderstate.”—LaurenceC.Smith,TheWorldin2050:FourForcesShapingCivilization’s
NorthernFuture(NewYork:Penguin,2010),p.170.
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Whiletheconcentrationofpowercanariseinanysocietywithsomelevelof
domestication,overallthemorenomadicapeoplethemoreindependenttheyare
likelytobe.Governmentsknowthisascanbewitnessedbythewidespreadat-
temptstosettletheirdesertnomadproblems.Whetheritistheobstinatesurvival
ofAboriginallifewaysinAustralia,7theuncompromisingresistanceoftheApache
ledbyVictorioortherecentTuareginsurrectionintheSahara,nomadsareoften
adeptatfightand/orflight.

HeleneClaudot-HawadsaysinadiscussionofTuaregconflictwithmodern
statesthat:“Stateboundarieshavebydefinitionafixed,immovableandintangi-
bleline,andarepurposefullymadenottobetransgressed.Theyseparatewhatare
meanttobemutuallyopposingentities.”8Thattheresistantindependenceofno-
madsisoftenmixedwithapracticaldisbeliefinbordersmakesthemthreatening
totheveryideologicalbasisofgovernments.

Globalheatingwillstimulatetransformationsinhumanlanduses.Asnoted
inthepreviouschapter,insomeplacespeasantself-sufficiencywilllikelyreplace
exportorientatedmonoculture,whileinotherswitheredcropsmaybereplacedby
animalhusbandry.Intheexpandingaridzonesagoodproportionofthosewho
successfullyadaptmaydosobyembracingnomadicfreedomsandtranshumant
pastoralsubsistence.9Inothersstill,nomadicpastoralistsandagriculturalistsmay
reverttohunter-gathering.

Formostofourspecies’existence,allwereforagersandwildernesswasour
home.Hunter-gatherersocietiesincludethemostegalitarianonearth10andwhere
suchcultureshavesurvivedtomoderntimestheyhavedonesoinareasremotefrom
centralisedpowerandoftenunsuitableforagriculture.ForexampletheSpinfex
peopleoftheGreatVictoriaDeserthavebeenabletocontinuetheirtraditional
livesdespitetheadventof‘Australia’,astheirhomelandsaresobarrenthatitisnot

6WilfredTheiseger,ArabianSands(London:Penguin,1959).Itookthecheeky,thoughIthinkworth-
while,stepofgenderneutralisingthisquotei.e‘One’wasoriginally‘Man’and‘they’wasoriginally‘he’.

7Seeforexample:ChristobelMattingleyed,SurvivalInOurOwnLand:Aboriginalexperiencesin
‘SouthAustralia’since1836(Sydney:Hodder&rStoughton,1988).

8ForagoodbackgroundonthesituationofdieTuaregsee:HeleneClaudot-Hawad,ANomadic
FightAgainstImmobility:theTuaregintheModernState’,in,Chatty,Dawned.NomadicSocietiesin
theMiddleEastandNorthAfrica:Enteringthe21stcentury.(Leiden:BrillAcademicPublishers,2006).

9“Giventhelikelyriseintemperaturesandshiftsinrainfallmanyfarmerswillfaceyetmorechalleng-
inggrowingconditions.Livestockproductionmaydosomewhatbetterthancrops,especiallyasherders
moveawayfromcattle,whicharelessheattolerantandtowardsgoats,sheepandcamels,whicharebet-
terabletocopeindrier,hotterconditions.”(p.12.)“Overall,however,thelivestocksectorislikelyto
bemoreresilientthancorporateagriculture,sincethemixedherdskeptbysmallholdersarebetterable
tocopewitherraticrainfall.Transhumantsystemsinwhichanimalsaremovedaccordingtoseasons,
arealsobetterplacedthanthosewhereanimalsarekeptinlargecommercialbeefanddairyfarms.In
thoseareaslikelytogethotteranddrier,herdcompositionwillchangefromcattletowardsagreater
numberofsmallstockorcamels.Ifthismeanseweroxencanbekept,thiswillhaveknock-oneffect
oncapacitytofarmland.(p.60.;CamillaToulmin,ClimateChangeinAfrica(London:International
AfricanInstituteandZedBooks,2009).
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even suitable for pastoralism.11 The !Kung too, managed to live well and free as
gather-hunters in a very harsh environment — the Kalahari.12

When agriculturalists face extreme food stress or external violence, foraging
is an adaptive strategy that has been turned to many times. For some this may
be temporary, for others permanent. Thus, with spreading desertification we could
see, in some places, a spreading desertion from civilisation to something resembling
our original anarchist wild-life. Whole new bands of foragers may evolve following
collapses of agricultural viability and the retraction of exuberant, energy rich state
powers. Given the present condition of many arid zone pastoralists and foragers it
is more likely that in most cases we will see hybridity — an increase in autonomous
nomadic populations relying both on animal herding and foraging.

Sandgrouse and creosote
On a more general level, many of those with a longing for wildness and a need for
freedom from authority have gravitated towards the frontiers often hot deserts and
semi-arid regions.

As I wander out in the gentle spring,
I hear a keen call of your roads, O Desert!
I shall leave my home in the dreary hills
How sad are other lands compared to you, O Desert!
— Seidi, a 19th century Turkman poet

Such possibilities are present — and will be more so — in many regions, Even for
those within the walls of the supposed global powers, there will be an expanding
outside. In the already water stressed areas of southern Europe, deserted farms
and villages have been re-inhabited by anarchists, hippies, cults and others wishing
to flee the direct gaze of authority and desert the prison of wage labour. Similar
‘drop out’ situations are present in the drying heart of Australia and the western

10Richard B Lee & Richard Daly, eds The Cambridge Encyclopaedia of Hunters and Gatherers (Cam-
bridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999).

11Though to the British military this just made it ideal for nuclear weapons testing.
12Nisa a woman of the !Kung San: “I remember another timewhen I had beenwalkingwithmy friends

in the bush. Our families were moving from one camp to another and my friends and I were walking
ahead of the adults, riding on top of each other, making believe we were donkeys. That’s whenmy friend
Besa saw a wildebeest lying dead on the ground; then we saw another and then another; they had all
been recently killed by lions. We ran back on our tracks, crying out, “We saw three deadwildebeest killed
by lions!’ The adults said ‘Ho, ho, our children… our wonderful children… our wonderful, wonderful
children!”’ — Marjorie Shostak, Nisa: The Life and Words of a !Kung Woman (London: Earthscan,1990),
p. 101.
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detail on the tundra dispels any feeling that the land is empty; and its
likeness to a stage suggests impending events. On a summer’s walk,
the wind -washed air proves deathlessly clear. Time and again you
come upon the isolated and succinct evidence of life — animal tracks,
the undigested remains of a ptarmigan in an owl’s casting, a patch of
barren-ground willow nibbled nearly leafless by arctic hares. You are
afforded the companionship of birds, which follow after you. (They
know you are an animal; sooner or later you will turn up something
to eat.) Sandpipers scatter before you, screaming tuituek, an Eskimo
name for them. Coming awkwardly down a scree slope of frost-riven
limestone youmake a glass-tinkling clatter — and at a distance a tundra
grizzly rises on its hind legs to study you; the dish-shaped paws of its
front legs deathly still… [But already, even in uninhabited lands], one
cannot miss the evidence of upheaval, nor avoid being wrenched by
it. The depression it engenders, because so much of it seems a heedless
imposition on the land and on the people, a rude invasion, can lead one
to despair.11

The present scale of industrial invasion is merely a portent of the coming eco-
cide engendered, as the high latitudes warm, by the peppering of the Far North
with more cities, roads, installations, fields and factories. This process will also be
one of attempted genocide. Herders such as some of the Sami12 of Lapland and
indigenous of Siberia will likely find their homelands increasingly fragmented and
polluted whilst those communities living on resource rich land will face eradication
— either by simple dispossession or by assimilation into the industrial culture.13 In
a few places such as Greenland where much of the indigenous majority may gain
some material benefit from the denudation of their thawing lands this process may
be partly indigenous driven. In most, however, where aboriginal communities are
minorities there will be familiar patterns of repression and resistance.

This future story of a clash between old cold worlds and new ones warmed by
‘the white heat of the technological revolution’ is already past and present. Tales of
dispossession and destruction are many, yet so is resistance. For example, despite

11Barry Lopez, Arctic-Dreams: Imagination and Desire in a Northern Landscape (New York: The Harvill
Press, 1999), p. xxiii — xxvii.

12The divisive existence of nation states is already a problem for the inherently trans-boundary Sami
and could prove fatal in their attempts to adapt to climate change, evenwithout considering civilisational
expansion. See: Erik Reinert et al, ‘Adapting to climate change in Sami reindeer herding: the nation-
state as problem and solution’, in, W Neil Adger et al, Adapting to Climate Change: Thresholds, Values,
Governance (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2009), pp. 417–431. For a good background also
see: Hugh Beach, The Saami of Lapland (London: Minority Rights Group. 1988).

13When an indigenous people ceases to exist and becomes instead part of the wider culture is a ques-
tion I will leave to the peoples themselves. That such assimilation is deeply painful can be seen both in
the staggeringly high suicide rates amongst many newly settled communities and in the self harm and
suicide rates more generally as children worldwide are formed into adult cogs and microprocessors.
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Thereisaforgottencontinentinthisstory.“Antarcticawillseeenormous
changesduetoterra-formingthatwillcreateopportunitiesforeconomicexploita-
tion.Withmanysovereigntyclaimsintheregion,thereisachancethatconflictwill
betheoutcome.”10ThereisalotoficeonAntarcticaandsignificantdisputesare
unlikelytohituntilmid-centuryifnotmuch,muchlater,butthatdoesnotmean
statesarenotlayingfoundations.Itisacruelironythatmuchofthesciencethat
hasenabledawarenessofclimatechangeandallowedglimpsesofpastclimateshas
comethroughthesterlingeffortsofscientistsworkinginstateinstitutions—the
BritishAntarcticSurveyforexample,whosepresenceinAntarcticaisinlargepart
fundedtounderlineimperialclaimsoveracontinenttrueconquestanddomestica-
tioncanonlycomethroughmassiveclimatechangeInthemeantimetheseasof
theFarSouth—especiallyaroundthedisputedFalklandIslands—areincreasingly
partytooilprospecting.

Ecocideandgenocideinthe‘empty’lands.
WhentheBritishstatedeclaredAustralia‘terranullius’itwasdefiningtheland
asempty.Thepeoples,thewildness,weretobemadeinvisible,unbearable.If
perceivedatall,theywereseen,correctly,asobstaclestoprogress.IntheFarNorth,
asincoloniesgenerally,muchofthelandisalreadypeopledandfromawider
perspective,animaled.Therearewondersinthetundrathatcivilisationmustlay
towasteinthecauseofemptyingandoccupation.Inhisbeautifulexplorationof
theArctic,naturalistBarryLopezdescribeslandsheloves.

TheArctic,overall,hastheclassiclinesofadesertlandscape:spare,
balanced,extended,andquiet…Theapparentmonotonyofthelandis
relieved,however,bytheweathersystemsmovingthrough,andbythe
activitiesofanimals,particularlyofbirdsandcaribou.Andbecause
somuchofthecountrystandsrevealed,andbecausesunlightpassing
throughthedustlessairrendersitsedgeswithsuchunusualsharpness,
animalslingerbeforetheeye.Andtheirpresenceisvivid.
Likeotherlandscapesthatinitiallyappearbarren,arctictundracan
opensuddenly,likethecorollaofaflower,whenanyintimacywithit
issought.Onebeginstonoticespotsofbrilliantred,orange,andgreen,
forexample,amongthemonotonicbrownsofatundratussock.
Awolfspiderlungesataglisteningbeetle.Ashredofmuskoxwool
liesinertinthelavenderbloomsofsaxifrage…Thewealthofbiological

“strategic,economic,scientificanddefenceinterests”intheArctic.RussiaPlantsFlagUnderNPole,BBC
Newswebsite,2August2007(http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/world/europe/6927395.stm).

10JamesRLee,ClimateChangeandArmedConflict:HotandColdWars(London:Routledge,2009),p.
102.

41

desertsofNorthAmerica.Here,importantly,aboriginalcommunitiespersistorare
re-establishing.Thelongindigenousstrategyofsurvival—“wewereherebefore
andwillbeafter”—maybeardesertfruit.Asnumerouscontemporarystruggles
illustrate,anarchistsandnativepeoplescanmakegoodallies.

Someoftheoldestcommunitiesliveindeserts.IntheMojaveisaCreosotebush
clonalcolonywhoseslowlywideningcircleisestimatedat11,700yearsold.Recent
genetictestinghasindicatedthattheBushmenoftheKalahariareprobablytheold-
estcontinuouspopulationofhumansonEarth.13Thesecommunities—bothplant
andhuman—areinspiringexamplesofresilience,buthavingsurvivedmillennia
inthehotdesertstheymaynotsurvivethestillspreadingculturalone.Theancient
CreosotebushringisquitelowtothegroundandgrowsonUSBureauofLandMan-
agementland“designatedforrecreationalall-terrainvehicleuse.”14TheBotswana
governmenthasforcefullyrelocatedmanyKalahariBushmenfromtheirhomelands
intosqualidre-settlementcamps,seeminglytoenablediamondmining.15Forfree
peoplesandwild-lifetheharshnessofourculturaldesertisamostthreateningof
environments.

Overall,then,astheplanethotsupweshouldrememberthenomadicfreedoms
oftheherdersandforagers,therefugiaofaboriginalpeoplesandrenegadedrop-
outs,thewideninghabitatsofdesertfloraandfauna.Thataridzoneswillexpand
bringspositivepossibilitiesaswellassadnessforthediminished,oftenpreviously
vibrant,ecosystems.16Therecanstillbeabeautifulfloweringinthedesert.Ihave
mentionedthepossibilitiesopenedupbythespreadofhotdeserts,butcoursethere
aremanyclosurestoo.Evensomerelativelyanarchicculturesonorbeyondthe
desertfrontierswillbecomeunviable.Specieswillbecomeextinct.Whiletherewill
besurvivorsintheexpandingdesertlandsmanywillchoosetofleetheheat.Some
ofthesemigrations—tosomeextentalreadyhappening—willbeintranationalbut
manywillbeinternational.

Inthehotaridworldsurvivorsgatherforthejourneytothearcticcen-
tresofcivilisation;Iseetheminthedesertasthedawnbreaksandthe
sunthrowsitspiercinggazeacrossthehorizonatthecamp.Thecool
freshnightairlingersforawhileandthen,likesmoke,dissipatesas
theheattakescharge…17

ThesearesomeofthelastwordsinLovelock’sRevengeofGaia.Ascivilisation
andmuchofhumanityfleesand/ordiesasthehotdesertsexpandwhatofthecold
deserts—whatofthenew“arcticcentresofcivilisation”?

13SteveConner,‘WorldsMostAncientRacetracedinDNAStudy’,TheIndependent(London),1May
2009.

14RachelSussman,TheWorld’sOldestLivingThings,TED2010,(https://www.ted.com/).
15SurvivalInternational,(https://www.survivalinternational.org/tribes/bushmen).
16Andyes,thatincludespeople.
17JamesLovelock,TheRevengeofGaia(London:PenguinBooks,2006),p.159.



6. Terror-Nullius Returns

Civilisation expands as the cold deserts thaw
Genocide and ecocide in the ‘empty’ lands
Lives of liberty/slavery on the new frontiers

Altogether elsewhere, vast
Herds of reindeer move across
Miles and miles of golden moss,
Silently and very fast.
— from The Fall of Rome, W.H. Auden1

Civilisation expands as the cold deserts thaw
As we evolved in Africa, cold deserts have always been quite hostile to human en-
deavour and thus, while increasingly affected by civilisation, they have remained
largely undomesticated. This will not last. Reports from climatologists, indigenous
peoples, sailors, seasonal site workers and ecologists all confirm that the effects
of global climate change are magnified in the far north. In Greenland Sten Peder-
son leans down to harvest cabbages,2 something unthinkable a few decades ago.
Through the newly ice freed arctic waves survey ships push forward in search of
oil, gas and riches.3 In much of the far north (with the exception of those areas
scarred by the legacy of Stalin’s gulags and new cities) the intrusions of civilisation
are sparse or temporary but they are increasing, and many think we are on the
brink of a new cold rush. Buried treasure becomes reachable and previously frozen
territory becomes more hospitable to settlement and agriculture. Civilisation will
expand as the cold deserts thaw.

It’s a dirty secret that many Northern governments are actively looking forward
to the effects of climate change on the lands they occupy, at the moment often only
symbolically. There will be some winners in the (increasingly) water rich, thawing

1W. H. Auden, ‘The Fall of Rome’, in, Collected Poems (London: Faber & Faber, 2004).
2Tim Folger, ‘Viking Weather: The Changing Face of Greenland’, National Geographic Vol 217 No 6,

June 2010, p. 49.
3James Melic, James and Duncan Bartlett, Melting Ice Opens Up Potential for Arctic Exploitation. BBC

World Service — Business Daily: 22 September 2010, (https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-11381971).
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Far North just as there will be many, many losers in the water-stressed hot regions.
Climate doesn’t believe injustice. “Some… regions of the world… may experience
gains from global warming in the next 20 to 30 years, such as more favourable
farming conditions in some parts of Russia and Canada.”4 “The northern quarter
of our planet’s latitudes will undergo tremendous transformation over the course
of this century, making them a place of increased human activity, higher strategic
value, and greater economic importance than today.”5

This transformation will be fuelled by the climatic effect of fossil fuel burning
and the opening up of new reserves. “The region could be home to 90 billion barrels
of oil — worth a whopping $7 trillion at the current oil price — and 30 percent of
the planet’s untapped gas reserves, according to the US Geological Survey.”6

Earlier, we looked at climate conflicts and focused on hot wars, but cold wars
over the control of newly accessible hydrocarbon, mineral and land ‘resources’ are
also possible, though they would have a fundamentally different character. “Cold
areas are generally economically developed countries and hot areas are generally
developing countries… Conflict among developed countries might lead to concen-
trated fatalities, while those in developing countries might lead to conflict that is
more diffuse.” “Where the Hot War is characterised by the breakdown of state func-
tions and internal strife, the Cold War exemplifies conditions of expanding state
control and external conflict.”7

The emergence of a new Cold War — once again primarily between East and
West centres of power, though this time solidly about the Far North — is on the
cards.8 For now the probability of full-on war in the new Polar Tension Belt is far
less than that in the hot areas of the planet, not least as many of the countries in
question are nuclear powers. Fracas resembling the UK-Icelandic Cod Wars com-
binedwith diplomatic grandstanding, such as the recent planting of the Russian flag
on the seabed of the north pole,9 will no doubt increase. The only’ thing that will
categorically prevent conflict in the region is if it’s found there is nothing worth
scrapping about. This is unfortunately unlikely — the opening — up of the very sea
itself brings new possibilities for trade and movement even if little is found below
it.

4Camilla Toulmin, Climate Change in Africa (London: International African Institute and Zed Books,
1999), pp. 15–16.

5Laurence C. Smith, The World in 2050: Four Forces Shaping Civilization’s Northern Future (New York:
Penguin, 2010), p. 6.

6‘Global Warming Poses Threats and Opportunities to Arctic Region’, Manila Bulletin, 6 December
2009.

7James R. Lee, Climate Change and Armed Conflict: Hot and Cold Wars (London: Routledge, 2009), p.
167 and p. 17.

8For example the Russian National Security Strategy, adopted in spring 2009, referred to the possibil-
ity of using armed force in conflict over Hydrocarbon reserves. ‘Climate Change, the Arctic and Russia’s
National Security’, Pravda, 25 March 2010 (https://www.english.pravda.ru/).

9Vladimir Putin has publicly stated that he thinks there is an urgent need for Russia to secure its


