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MythoftheBarricade

Thebarricadeisthemythofinsurrection.Tolookbackatpastrevoltistoreflect
ontheuseofbarricades.Toseestruggletodayistowatchtheburningbarricades
oftheParisbanlieues,thewallsofflameinAthens,thecampfiresoftheNative
roadblock.Abarricadeconsciousnesswasborninmythandspreadasasymbol.

Anticipationofthefuturetakestheformofthosemythswhichenclosethe
strongestinclinations,whichoccurinthemindwiththeinsistenceofinstinctsin
allcircumstancesoflife;andwhichgivesanaspectofcompleterealityinthehopes
ofimmediateaction.

Themythofthebarricadeisabodyofimagescapableofinvokinginstinctively,
allthesentimentswhichcorrespondtothedifferentmanifestationsofsocialrebel-
lion.

Asasymbolithastransmittedthroughcenturiesofdefeatbutstillretainsits
redemptiveagency.Atthebarricade,presentstrugglesneednotbeoverloadedwith
priorsufferingsbutleapbackandgraspapastmomentofinsurrection,togiveit
newlifeandachievetodaywhatoncefailed.Itiswithinthepotentialitycarriedin
everymomentthateveryinsurgentbarricadeawaitsitsreturn.

Fromriottoinsurrectionthebarricadeisaconstant.Inthefirstawakeningmo-
mentsoftheriot,thebarricadeappearsimmediately,madefromdumpsters,torched
cars,rubble,prisonmattresses–whateverisathand.Oftenthestyleofthebarricade
projectsthetrajectoryoftheriot.

Barricadesofadaptationanddiffusioncanbeinstantlyreproduced,evenwhen
decadeshaveeclipsedsincetheirlastappearance.Theyareatemplatetoenable,
withminimaldiscourseororganizationalcontinuity,coordinatedpointsofrupture.
Theseelementsconstitutethebarricadeconsciousness.

Insurgent-Assemblage

Thebarricademadeofsingleobjectsworkingincooperationwithoneanotherop-
eratesasanassemblage.Thecharacteristicsofthebarricade-assemblagearethe
flowing,breaksandswervesofitsautonomouscomponents.Thisisopposedtothe
closedconnectionsofthestateapparatusthatregulatesnetworksofpower.Thebar-
ricadeassemblagecorrespondstoatendencyofpermanentconnection–itreaches
outwardstoestablishaninfiniteplainofconsistency.Thebarricadeisanodeof
spreadingrevolt,communicatingandconnectingtoothermodesofstruggle.It
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flows from one street (or forest road) to the next; when it is restricted, it goes un-
derground and links up again in a rhizome. Finally the street engulfs the city, as on
the land –the industrial ruins are re-wilded.

Following the Barricade Wars of 1848 which swept Europe, the streets of Paris
and other major city’s where demolished and replaced with vast boulevards, so as
to prevent the use of barricades in future combat. At this time even Blanqui called
for an end of the insurgent barricade claiming that they where stupid and a waste
of time as they prevented the free movement of insurgents. A short while later in
1871, in a great leap forward for the adaptability of barricade consciousness, the
barricades of the Paris Commune traversed the street to occupy the whole city.

The barricade fighting that took place during the Commune was fought more
from the windows above in the buildings connected to the barricades. The barricade
became the tissue that interconnected the street to the fighter to all structures.

The insurgent with their projectile constitutes a war machine under the condi-
tions of the barricade: functioning as a component part in conjunction with other
parts. In this, the insurgent barricade rejects any closed-circuit specificities and in-
stead opens itself to a pure means, which demands nothing and occupy’s everything.
There the rebel-subjects integrated with the barricade, in both myth and structure
–intermingle as singularities in becoming…whatever.

‘Elsewhere, behind the hastily improvised barricades erected and set alight
by local kids in back streets they prepare to greet their daily enemy – the
cops in their anti-riot vans – with a hail of bottles and stones…’

August 2011 Revolt: Anarchy in the UK

Solidarity Means Attack

A barricade not only cuts across vast periods of time (appearing in the same place
again), but also carries across vast distances (appearing at different places at the
same time). As a mechanism of solidarity, it best represents that the best solidarity
is to attack. Dealing with multiple barricades draws the state into many fronts and
relieves one front for attracting the full blunt. During the ‘stand of’ at Oka there
where dozens of barricades across turtle island, with British Columbia (BC) erecting
themost. This was the basis of the sentiment of Mohawk indigenous warrior Donna
Goodleaf:

‘No doubt, their tactic of blockading railway lines proved to be a neces-
sary and effective tactic of resistance to ensure that no military or state
police would commit racial genocide against my people’.
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The insurgent blockade is the line of demarcation in this global civil war that
cuts through us all. Before one can choose what side of the barricade they are on,
they must determine which sides the blockade opposes with enmity.

‘…However, the Oaxaca Commune and its barricades and occupations,
its street battles and long nights of assemblies, all running on the blood
and sweat of women’s resistance, continues to inspire the possibility
of insurrection and mass popular revolt. The state of ‘ungovernability’
which the movement claimed was meant as true freedom, and the re-
bellious women of the movement refused, for a time with great force,
to be governed by state authority, by the domination of capitalism in
its everyday manifestations, by husbands, middle class women, or by
the police.’

»>
Any closing remark fails us, as the urgency remains in the streets and in the wild
spaces. As the potential for new blockades increase, so does our joyful anticipation
for the meeting of new friends behind the barricades.
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proximity;manyreservesarelocatednearorbesidetheroads,highwaysand/orrail
lines–whichareacommonpointofconflictastheyarereservelandsexpropriated
bythegovernment.’InachronologyofsuchbarricadesinBC,puttogetherby
Zig-Zag,therewhereatotalof101between1984-2006.

Zig-Zagmakesthedistinctionbetweengrassrootsdirectactionandthetactics
ofcivildisobediencesanctionedbyBandCouncils:

‘Attimes,roadblocksformpartofalargerpoliticalandpublicrelations
campaign.Oftenthebandandtribalcouncilssanctionroadblocks.Be-
causeoftheirapproach,orduetotheirrelationshiptothecolonialgov-
ernmentsandbusinesses,campaignscarriedoutunderbandcouncils
tendtoreceivefarlessstaterepression’

Butthepowerthattheblockaderepresentscannotbecaptured.Evensuch
structuredeventssignaltheepochofuncontrollability.Hearthefearofthisbecom-
inginacommentarywrittenintheVancouverSunbyapoliticalscienceprofessor
attheUniversityofBC:

‘…Buttheseblockadesandarrestswerecarefullyorchestrated;the
RCMPworkedcloselywiththenatives.Thenativeswantedtoget
arrestedtopresstheirpoint.Inthosecasestherewasneverathreat
ofviolence,likethereisontheDouglasLakeRoad(’95).Theuseof
masksissignificant.That’sOka…Ideplorethisdevelopment.Thisuse
ofmasksisasymbolwedon’twantinBC’.

Fortheblockadetobeinsurrectionaryitmustexplodecollaboration.When
usedbycollaboratorsmoretimesthennotitdoesexplodeintheirfaces.This
lessonoffiresnaturetospread–whichhasledtotheretreatfromthewoodsby
theEnvironmentalNGOapparatus,isperfectlyexemplifiedbytheElahoblock-
adeof2001.Theenvironmentalistsquicklylosttheircontroltotheblackmasked
anarchist-horde,andasaresultofferedabountyontheheadoftreespikersand
workeddirectlywiththeRCMP.Thishadnoaffectontheanarchistswhoseliving-
wildandsubsequentuseofbarricadesandconsistentsabotageendedthelogging
ofamassivecorporation.

Theblockaderetainsnoinherentagency;anethicaltissuemustgrowfromand
intertwinethroughoutthecommunity-in-motion.InOaxacaduringtheCommune
of2006,whichlasted7monthsanderectedover3000barricades,thefailureof
theinsurrectionwouldnothavebeenagiven,if,asreportedbyBaruchaCalamity
Peller,

‘thesexualdivisionoflaborwasopenlyconfrontedanddidnotdisable
women’sabilitytoholdthebarricadesandoccupations.’
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ThemultitudeofbarricadeswhichblossomedfromtheOkauprisingandthat
spring-upspontaneouslyacrossvastareasduringtimesofcrisis,offernotsimply
mapsofrevolt,butacartographyrevealinglinesofflightfromempire.

ABeautifulStorm

‘Blockades,beingscatteredareverydisruptiveandhardtoregulate.
Whenseveralareinplaceathesametime,theeffectcanbestriking.
Asoneisresolved,anotheremerges;muchasdotheforestfiresthat
flareupacrosstheBCinteriorasthesummerstormssweepacrossthe
mountains.’

Thebarricade,assignifierofruin,isthemysticalexpressionofthecatastrophic
storm.Thefirestormburnsoutapatchintheforestandopensittosunlight;inthis
placegrowsnowadiversityofnewlife.Thestormcreatesspatialheterogeneity
asthedisturbancesarespreadacrossthelandformingpocketsofpatchiness–each
spaceisapointofsuccession.Thisdynamicexplodesanyequilibriumandinturn
initiatesnewbecomings.

‘Thebeautifulstormhascome;butnotyetthebeautifuldestruction’

Inthewakeofthebeautifulstormthebarricadesgrow,whatisleftistoMake
TotalDestroy.

Counter-Power

Barricadesarebornnotonlyfromspontaneitybutarealsoacommonmechanism
inestablishingandmaintainingcounter-power.Inextractingtheirneedsfromthe
state,insurgentswillthreatenwiththespecterofthebarricadetohauntcapitalinto
negotiating,orwillconstructthebarricadetoforcethestatetosueforpeace.This
barricadepiracyisaconstantinpartsofArgentina.Asocialforceknownasthe
Piqueteros(thetermreferencetotheirtacticofroadblocks),hasbeenbarricading
highwayssincethemid-90’s;demandingjobs,healthcare,money,ect.



6

‘We see the way capitalism operates is through the circulation of goods.
Obstructing the highways is the way to hurt capitalists themost. There-
fore we who have nothing, our way to make them pay the cost, and
show them that we will not give up and die for their ambitions, is to
create difficulties by obstructing large routes of distribution.’

In Argentina at points of crisis, the militant practice of the piqueteros has gen-
eralized across society, with the barricade becoming the manifestation of the cate-
gorical demand.

Blockade Everywhere
If the barricade is the blocking of capital and command then the blockade is the
threshold from where those relations to capital and command are severed and
wither away. It is the zone of transformation, passage and flight; the blockade is
life lived behind the barricades; it is the abolition of domination in our every day
life.

In the reversal of traditional military statecraft –the logic of blockading a hostile
enemy –the insurgent declares them selves to be hostile and in-turn violently resists
the states interventions and commodity reification.

Whereas the barricade is constructed, the blockade is constitutive.
A re-territorialisation swirls beyond the blockade, placing its zone outside the

state, and if the blockade exists in absolute antagonism against the state then the
rebel-subjects find the greatest strength in the common-ing of life together. The
insurgent singularities become a community so long as their power circulates and
the blockade is that of a community-in-movement.

During indigenous blockades there is the assertion of sovern society against the
state (that is when the blockade is not a ruse of the band council). The metropoli-
tan blockade is an occupation of space –that’s subversion was understood at the
disruptive climax of the global Occupy rupture (that is when the Occupy was not a
ruse of activists). Keep ever green the memory of the Oakland Commune, how it
was both an occupation-in-motion and a nomadic blockade: painted on the shields
at the front of the mobile street barricade was the call, ‘Commune move in’ & ‘Cops
move out’

Blockades find their consistency not just in the ability to maintain their barri-
cades –but also in extending the blockade to include all aspects of life. From hunting
to food gathering, ghosts dances to drum circles, armed defense to social rebellion,
long houses to tent city’s, warrior societies to mutual aid societies.

The subject of the strike is no longer the working class as such, though
workers are always involved. The strike no longer appears only as the vol-
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untary withdrawal of labor from the workplace by those employed there,
but as the blockade, suppression, (or even sabotage or destruction) of that
workplace by proletarians who are alien to it and perhaps to wage-labor
entirely.

Blockading the Port is Only the First of Many Last Resorts: Oakland
2012

Sabotage

To remain ungovernable the blockade intensifies its disruption by diffused sabo-
tage. Sabotage must correspond with the everyday life lived in the blockade. In
Eco-blockades the machinery of dominion is dismantled. In the metropolitan block-
ade the institutions of control are attacked. It was from Tahrir Square that every
copshop, courthouse and government building in Cairo was ‘fired’.

The science of sabotage and the generalization of war-knowledge presuppose
the centrifugal spread of revolt.

“We have blocked amajor highway inMexico State with a barricade made
by the Luddites Against Domestication of Wild Nature. The fire lit up the
dark night of peace and tranquility for those people who carry in large
trucks ‘raw materials’ extracted directly from the earth. The chaos was
again before the eyes of the police who arrived on the scene to put out
the incendiary fiesta. We break their precious social order with our wild,
insurgent and radical methods of struggle.”

Capture/Rupture

In 1872 the first blockade in occupied BC occurred when the Gitxsan blockaded the
Skeena River, preventing genocidal settlers from traveling. 100 years later was BC’s
first armed blockade, on Bonaparte Reserve. The next year the Tl’azt’en blockaded
a railway for 3 months. In the following few months there where at least 13 more
blockades throughout the province.

The spread of barricade consciousness always follows logistical sense: ‘Part of
the reason road and railway blockades are so commonly used by natives in BC is


