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very little – and will mean something for the revolutionary insurrection itself, but
if we’re talking about riots and street fighting, the politics of long-term solidarity
are more urgent. While the process of liberating provides for a common goal that
more or less overrides the need for recognition of singular identities, when the
moments pass, it is exactly those ties between singular identities which allows the
fires to continue to burn.

A few closing notes, probably in my own defense more than anything else:
First of all, it cannot and should not remain unsaid that this is written from a spe-

cific perspective that is extremely privileged and undoubtedly biased in a number
of ways. Most obviously, issues and struggles of folks other than cisgender women
who are violently oppressed by the patriarchy are not addressed. I beg the reader’s
leniency in recognizing that the reasons for this were for succinctness rather than
invalidation.

Also, while I might have clarified or modified some aspects, the gists of the
conversations quoted herein did in fact occur. However, historians take note: each
conversation occurred over beers or booze (some more than others) and thus my
recollections might be a little further from the truth than otherwise.

Finally, I want to point out that I don’t see this as a war against dudes. If I did,
your house would be on fire. This is meant to be the beginning of a conversation.
Granted, a handful of written words will never replace a long conversation over too
many cigarettes, but it’s an imperfect way to address a problem when our time is
better spent doing other things. To that end: beet at riseup dot net, let’s chat.
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conversationsurroundingitanditssubjectivities.Likewhenyousayshitlike“don’t
beababy!”insteadatleastmakinganattempttotakecareofthepeopleyouknow–
yeah,maybeitisn’tthefuckinginsurrectioninandofitself,butsupportingfolksin
yourcommunitycompletelycontradictseverycommodifiednotionof‘caring’we
know.

Butfuckcoddling,theactionitselfneedstobeaddressedaswell.Throwing
newspaperboxesinthestreetfeelsgood,fine.Butifit’sabunchofrichwhitedudes
doingit,thenit’sasliberalashavinganon-stopmeetingduringanoccupation–
becauseyouarepreciselyreplicatingthesituationyouclaimtobefighting.

Actsthatresonatetowardsinsurrectionmustfallintonarrowparametersthat
exploitandaddressaltogethermaterialandtangibleconditions.Mindlessdestruc-
tionfailstomeetthesesimplecriteria.It’sthiskindofshitthat’smostoftenwritten
offasmachoandalienating–riskwithnocleargoalorstrategy.

Moreimportantly,there’sthefactthatsometimesitdoesn’tmatterwhatthe
fuckingactionis,becauseother,closer,moresalientemotionoverwhelmsandgets
intheway.Canyoureallysayit’spettywhensomeonecan’tcometoa“street
party”(i.e.militantaction)becausetheassholewhousedtobeattheshitoutof
themwillbethere?Maybeitwouldberadicalifwegottotherootoftheproblem
andjustbannedthatpersonforlife,regardlessof“accountability.”

TheInvisibleCommitteehasproposedthatliberationoccursthrough
anonymity,thatshakingoffyourresponsibilitiesandallthatbullshitmakesyou
free.Butifwebeginwithanunderstandingthatidentityisn’ttheshityoubuy,or
theshityoudotoearnmoney,oranythinghavingtodowiththefuckingeconomy,
thenwehavetoask:whatthehellisidentity?Thepersonalispolitical,forsure,
butisthepoliticaleverpersonal?Yeah:it’sthoseexperiencesofthetotalitythat
provokeanindividualemotionalresponse.

Erasingallthatshitcanbeproductiveinfightinganinternalizedrepressive
power.Butcommunitiescannotexistwithoutanaspectofaccountabilitythatis
invalidwithanutmostgoalofanonymity.Anonymitycanneverbeharmonious.
Youareanonymousfromthelumpsumofindividual“imprisonments”(inthesense
ofthingsthatdenyyouliberation).Forsome,thisincludessomebacklashyoufuck-
ingdeserve–whichiswhyitiscompletelyimpossibletoholdpeopleaccountable
withinthisframework.

Andmoreurgently,womeninthescenecanneverbecome‘anonymous’aslong
asmeninthescenecontinuetotreatthemassexobjectsorforcethemtothink
aboutsexualviolenceatwhataresupposedtobesitesofliberation.Weneedit
tobetheexception,nottherule,thatthewomanleavesthescenewhenahetero
couplebreaksup.Weneedpeoplenottodismissfeminismasliberalbullshit,oran
excusetoattackdudes.Weneedfolkstomakeaccountabilityapriority.Weneed
community.

Solidaritywithinasinglemoment,withasinglecollectivegoal,dependson
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AMondaynight.NewYorkCity.Anemptybar.
Tothetraveler:“How’sshitinBloomington?”
“Okay.Everyone’sobsessingoverthisFrenchbooks,TheCallandTheComing

Insurrection.It’sannoying,’causeit’slikethey’veforgottenallthefeminismand
anti-racismwe’vepoundedintotheirheadsoverthepastfiveorwhateveryears.”

Leijialaughs.“Ifeelyou.”
“No,youdon’tgetit.Everyone!It’sthisridiculousinsurrectionistbullshit–”
LeijiaandIlookateachotheralmostgleefully.“No,weknowexactlywhat

you’retalkingabout.”

Theladiesagree:it’sabouttofuckingexplode.
Ithasalreadybeguntoripfromitsseams.Youbeginthechant:“offthesidewalk,

intothefuture!”,butstillwonderwhywe’reconvincedit’ssofuckingunlikelythat
ourfutureswillsoonconverge.

We’reshoutingfromthesamesidewalk,butwhereyouseethepotentialitiesof
thestreetandliberaldouchebagsscaredshitlesstochallengetheirpassivity,Inotice
theidentitiesbehindthebodiesthatremaindocileascomparedtothosestepping
offthecurb.

Maybeeverydaylifewillremainfuckingpettyandbeyondsalvation,butwhen
thateverydaylifeissuffocatingourabilitiestoparticipateinastruggleforlibera-
tion,it’sbullshittowriteitoffasirrelevant.Wearenotlivinganisolatedinstance
ofresistance:ifhistorycan’tteachusanythingelse,weshouldatleastrealizethat
ourgoalsmustincludeallformsofliberation.

Fuckyourcomingtoshitonlytofightwithcops,fuckNYC’sbookreleaseparty
forTheComingInsurrection,fuckthespecificsofalltheshitmotivatingthewrit-
ingofthis.Let’stalkaboutrectifyingthepseudo-dividebetween“insurrectionist
anarchism”and“identitypolitics”,reunitingbarricadesandunshavenlegs,bonding
riotandgrrl.

Idon’twanttosuggestthatstartingafuckingvegetablegardenwillstartthe
revorthatweshouldstayoffthestreetsandtalkaboutthepatriarchy.Butifyou
giveadamnatallaboutmakingthissustainableandnotpissingoffapproximately
52%ofthepopulation,weneedtotakethisshitintoaccountandshiftthepolitics
ofinsurrectionaryanarchismintoaplaceoftotalliberation.

I’dseenhimearlierandsworethatI’dgetintoafightwithhimbytheendofthe
party.“Thanksforbailingonmetwicethisweek.”

“I’vebeenbusy,sorry.We’reherenow.Whatdidyouwanttotalkabout?”
“Iheardyousaidthatfeminismdistractsfromthetotality.”



4

“No, I said that you must view feminism in regards to its historical context.”
“I don’t give a fuck about historical context! I give a fuck about the ways in

which patriarchy manifests itself now: talking about shits like Hegel won’t solve
the fact that people are getting sexually assaulted here and now.”

Anarchas in England invaded a convergence with masks on last week, screaming
about sexism while the boys talked about focusing on the Man. You say we should
focus on the totality, but what is it but the totality that allows for the biopolitical
manipulation and exploitation of the female body?

The totality doesn’t only manifest itself in bosses; it is present in all the oppres-
sive bullshit women have deal with every day. You’ve said he’s a “nice guy,” a “good
organizer” – well, maybe he is, but if he’s serial anarcho-rapist, I don’t give a fuck.
You notice the totality when the cops beat the shit out of you after you made the
choice to fight – I saw it walking to work yesterday, at the party last night, in your
bedroom this morning, and in every kitchen we’ve ever shared.

The word totality is damn near perfect specifically because it is able to etymo-
logically capture the fact that power exists on political, social, and individual di-
mensions. A totality is not fundamentally inescapable; we all seek to create points
of contention and through this, liberation – in spite of the totality of it all. But
whose definition of conflict and of liberation are accepted as valid, and whose are
disregarded? And who defines totality, and its manifestations and distractions?

Maybe we should recognize a violently-defended “safe space” as being as libra-
tory as a riot – at least in terms of throwing off the yoke of complete socio-political
manipulation and fighting for our collective freedom from the oppressions and ex-
pectations of modern society.

Maybe we should question the basis of the liberation we aim for: you read shit
that says “the more anonymous I am, the more present I am,” but what does that
mean? That I must lose the emotions and experiences that make me who I am in
the process of becoming a revolutionary actor?

It is my ennui that draws me to the street, my resentment that throws the brick,
my desire that makes the nights in jail bearable – and these emotions don’t come
from nowhere. Are all emotions beyond nihilist anger invalid and antirevolution-
ary? Because if they are, the lucidity and liberation I find through them are as well.

And if you accept these sentiments as valid, then why do you not find valid
the urgency with which I pursue retribution for all the wrongs the totality has
wrought, including the patriarchy? When you hear about striking workers, you
don’t demand proof of the boss’s wrongs – you instead ask how to best support the
workers. Why the fuck wouldn’t it occur to you to ask the same question when you
hear that a dude’s been called out for abuse or assault?
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They say that the totality continues to expand its scheme of control – and clearly,
revolutionary feminists fight this as hard as you do, considering ourselves a part of a
heterogeneous material force against all forms of social control. And the “feminists”
demanding equal pay for their wage slavery? As much our enemies as yours.

“Yeah, we’ve been trying to figure out whywe’re so alienating to women and people
of color. But we keep trying to do it over beers, which is what created the problem
in the first place. It’s just that we never think to call girls outside our mostly-dude
social circle to talk politics or anything.”

“If you think that’s what y’all think the problem is, then you have a totally
skewed perception of reality. The issue isn’t that you talk strategy over beers. It’s
that the drinking itself – or the way that y’all do it – is alienating. It’s that you
don’t give a fuck about politics because you’re more focused on getting some when
there are ladies in the room. It’s that none of you give a fuck about all the shit we’re
working on besides trying to start some kind of goddamn insurrection. It’s that you
just don’t give a fuck, period.”

It isn’t worth mentioning that the sexualization of every woman in the scene con-
stitutes a manifestation of the patriarchy. But we can’t ignore the fact that every
criticism ever raised against radical white boys is back with a vengeance… Fuck,
couldn’t we have figured this shit out the first – or second, or third – time around?

To be entirely clear, I’m not trying to pull some neofeminist or essentialist bull-
shit where I suggest that all direct action is a form of violence rooted in the pa-
triarchy, or that violence is macho, or that struggle itself is somehow “masculine.”
(ahem.) Maybe the worst result of such reductions is that they place these tools –
tactics, actions, strategies – in a specific domain that is entirely male. Tools that
are, in fact, objects, to be acted on, rather than subjects, which act upon.

Nevertheless, while you can say all you want about the emotional aspects of the
riot (“all negativity coming to a head,” etc.), there is a simplistic masculine nihilism
based on a lack of emotion at play in blind and mindless destruction. This is the
macho part: the lack of subjective sensitivity. This nihilism: smashing the windows
of non-luxury cars parked on the street.

It’s not your goddamn penis. It’s the idea that boys don’t cry. It’s the de-
emotionalizing effects of a male socialization, which in turn allows for a complete
dismissal of emotional – “feminine” – concerns.

Remember the second New School occupation, when we broke in at 5 a.m. and
nineteen ended up arrested? Remember how there were only four ladies inside? I
don’t think the action was alienating to women. Instead, it was the complete lack of


