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Know your enemy

The infiltration of anarchist, Indigenous solidarity, and anti-Summit organizing
from 2009–2010 was part of a long-term effort by the political police to undermine
anti-capitalist, Indigenous, and Indigenous solidarity organizing, with specific in-
terest in anti-Olympic and anti-Summit organizing.

Nuanced, strategic organizing should not be hampered by these accounts. Ac-
tivists can reduce the damage done by infiltrators by being principled in their ac-
tions, respectful and accountable in how they organize with others, and by keeping
in mind that distrust is usually more harmful than infiltration.

Some of Leduc’s behaviour that was suspicious included his regular absences
from Ottawa, his access to a vehicle, his silence about politics, and his sudden mili-
tancy after the arson. Marx, in his essay “Thoughts on a Neglected Category of So-
cial Movement Participant: The Agent Provocateur and the Informant,” writes that
other indications of infiltrators include “difficulty in reaching the person directly
by phone, reluctance to discuss one’s personal past, discrepancies in biographical
information, [and] extensive knowledge of weapons and self-defense.”

Police and spy agencies continue to gather intelligence and control activist
groups across Canada, and officers and paid informants continue to infiltrate ac-
tivist groups. They drive activists to events, take minutes, and listen attentively to
plans, ideas, dreams, and conflicts. Groups that have been infiltrated have noted
that there is no uniform or tidy response to the threat. Activists should under-
stand that the political police closely monitor and even moderate political activities
with the intention of gathering intelligence on so-called “subversives.” To stay safe,
activists must stay informed of police literature and legislation that upholds the
conditions for infiltration, and cultivate knowledge of broad organizing methods to
limit the harm caused by surveillance. It’s also vital to keep in mind that one of the
purposes of surveillance is to promote distrust, and that paranoia is more corrosive
to organizing than infiltration. Strategies are neither neat nor foolproof, and politi-
cal policing tactics are ever changing. Activists should retain their commitment to
nurturing relationships with one another and between oppressed communities, but
the hard truth is that they must be savvy about their collective safety.

Editorial note: The names of two people arrested in association with the firebomb-
ing of the bank have been removed from the online version of this article upon request.
The names and information surrounding the case are publicly available, but Briarpatch
and the author chose to comply with the direct request.
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goals,sowingmisinformationordamagingreputations,obstructingthesupplyof
resources(money,transport,meetingspaces),orsabotagingplannedactions.Many
infiltratorsarethusbetterdescribedasagentssuppressants,whoaretheretogather
intelligenceandchannelgroupsawayfrommilitantaction.

DavidGilbertdescribesinLoveandStruggletheagentssuppressantsinthe
WeatherUndergroundOrganization“whotriedtoputadamperonevolvingmove-
mentmilitancy.”

“Provocateurs,”hesays,“aremoredramaticanddamaging,butmuchoftheLeft
hasananti-militantbiasinnotdiscussingtheproblemofsuppressantsatall.There
isnosimplelitmustesttodifferentiatesinceremilitancyfromprovocationorhonest
cautionfromsuppression.”

Incidentsofprovocationcanbehigh-profileandsensational,suchasundercover
policeposingasmembersoftheblackblocatMontebello.Thiscanleadactivists
topaintallmilitantactionastheworkofagentsprovocateurs,evenifthereisno
evidencethatthisistrue.Conversely,becauseofthelow-profileofmostagents
suppressants,activistsareoftenunawareoftheirroleandimpactinpacifyingand
controllingsocialmovements.

Achillingeffect

SevenyearsaftertheOPPrevealedthatLeducwasaninfiltrator,thereappearto
befewergroupsandeventsorganizedaroundopenlyanti-authoritarianandanti-
capitalistpolitics.

However,IPSMOcontinuestoorganizeinsupportoftheABL.Ittookalead
roleinorganizingtheIndigenousSolidarityAssemblyatthe2014Peoples’Social
Forum,andhassupportedeffortstoprotectthesacredChaudièreFallsanditsis-
landsfromtheWindmillDevelopmentGroupandDreamUnlimitedCorp.’scolonial
andgentrifyingplanstobuildcondominiumsonstolenAlgonquinland.

Butthefalloutoftheinfiltrationwassignificant.ThefiveOttawaactivistsI
interviewedallsaidthattheyarenowlesslikelytotrustotheractivists.Theyde-
scribedfeelingparanoid,suspicious,anddemoralized,butalsoafraidandviolated,
knowingthatprivatesocialmomentshadbeensurveilled.

“There’sdefinitelyasenseofinvasion,especiallyknowingthathe’dbeenatmy
house,”saysonememberofIPSMO.

TheIPSMOactivistsalsoemphasizedthatdistrustandparanoiaareabigger
problemthaninfiltration.Thelonger-termconsequences–thesenseofdestruction
andharmedrelationshipswithcommunitiesthatweareinsolidaritywith–are
muchmoredifficulttobouncebackfromthanthedirecteffectsoftheinfiltration.
Indeed,itseemslikelythatthechoicetoouttheinfiltratorwasanintentionaleffort
bythepolicetocreateachillingeffectonactivisminOttawa.

“Itdidsortofdampenenthusiasminaway.Peopleimmediatelystartedtoques-
tionanybody…who’snotalmostmainstreamintheiractivism,”saidBera.
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OnJune25,2010,activistsinOttawadiscoveredthatthemantheyknewas
FrançoisLeclercwasinfactanundercoverOntarioProvincialPoliceofficernamed
DenisLeduc.

Leduc’sidentitywasrevealedduringthebailhearingsoftwopeopleallegedto
havefirebombedabranchoftheRoyalBankofCanadaonMay18,2010.

“ThefirsttimeImet‘FrançoisLeclerc’…hegavethestoryhewastherefromthe
north,”saysJeff,amemberofEXILEInfoshop,ananarchisthubforanti-capitalist
organizinginOttawa.“HewasinterestedinIndigenousissues.Hetookoutabook,
WardChurchill’sALittleMatterofGenocide,andhewantedtosignupfor[the
protestagainst]CANSEC,”anannualarmstradeshowheldinOttawa.

“Hedidmostofthetalkinginourrelationship[…]Hetoldveryelaboratestories
ofwhalehuntingandsealhunting,”notesJeff.

ImetLeducforthefirsttimein2009,whenheparticipatedasastreetmedicin
theprotestagainstCANSEC.Hewasintroducedtomebytwofriendsandmembers
oftheIndigenousPeoples’SolidarityMovementofOttawa(IPSMO).Ashort,stocky
manwithshoulder-lengthredhair,atrimbeard,andaneyebrowring,hehadathick
francophoneaccentanddressedcasually.

HewassooninvitedtoanIPSMOorganizingmeeting.Atthetime,IPSMOwas
comprisedofstudentandcommunityactivists,anditwasmostinvolvedinsup-
portingtheAlgonquinsofBarriereLake(ABL),whowerefightingIndigenousand
NorthernAffairsCanadatostopinterferingintheirgovernance.Leducorganized
withIPSMOforoverayear:heregularlyattendedmeetings,tookminutes,trans-
portedpeopleandequipmentinhisvan,administeredtheemaillist,helpedsetup
andtakedownevents,andprovidedlegalsupport–mostlymundane,routinetasks.

Leducbegantobefriendlocalactivists,attendparties,andhavedrinksafteror-
ganizingmeetings.HetoldactiviststhathewasmarriedtoanInuitwomanandthat
hewasattendinguniversity.HesaidhehadfamilyinMontreal;healsomentioned
workingasatreeplanter,andhefrequentlyleftOttawaforweeksoramonthata
time,supposedlytovisitfamilyorforwork.

Organizing,solidarity,andtheG20summit

TheABLhavebeeninconflictwiththeQuebecandfederalgovernmentsforthe
past25years.Since1991,theFirstNationhasdemandedthatbothlevelsofgovern-
mentimplementtheTrilateralAgreement,whichestablishesrevenuesharingand
co-managementoftheterritory.IndigenousandNorthernAffairsCanada(INAC),
theSûretéduQuébec,andtheCanadianSecurityIntelligenceService(CSIS)have
allattemptedtounderminetheABL’sself-determination,includingin2008,when
INACexploitedadivisionintheABLbyimposinganelectionthatbroughttopower
asmallfactionofthecommunity,bypassingthetraditionalleadershipthathad
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earned majority support. The IPSMO had supported the community, including by
participating in two ABL-led blockades of Highway 117, the only highway in the
area and a major artery.

IPSMO also supported Indigenous activists in opposition to the 2010 Vancouver
Olympics and the G20 summit in Toronto. IPSMO was, and remains, a small grass-
roots collective of activists who combine Indigenous solidarity organizingwith anti-
capitalist and anti-oppressive politics.

In 2010, the G20 Joint Intelligence Group listed IPSMO, alongwith 21 other orga-
nizations, such as Defenders of the Land and the Council of Canadians, as “domestic
groups of concern.” As part of the G20 Integrated Security Unit (a coalition of mu-
nicipal, regional, and provincial police forces, RCMP, and Canadian Forces), police
infiltrated Greenpeace, No One Is Illegal chapters, the Ontario Coalition Against
Poverty, and the Southern Ontario Anarchist Resistance, among others.

In that charged political time, Leduc and another undercover officer were also
core members of the Collectif du Chat Noir, the anti-authoritarian collective mobi-
lized around the Toronto G20 summit.

Undermine and overreact

From the time he joined IPSMO until the May 18 arson, Leduc avoided encouraging
violence or provoking conflict within the group.

“I don’t remember him ever suggesting, like, anything really, like any sort of
violent action,” says Krishna Bera, a former IPSMO and EXILE Infoshop member.

But in retrospect, IPSMO activists recalled three incidents where he had under-
mined the group’s organizing.

The first was when the Olympic torch passed through Ottawa on its way to
Vancouver. IPSMO activists had planned to drop a 30-foot-by-50-foot banner that
read, “NO OLYMPICS ON STOLEN NATIVE LAND” off a nearby bridge. Activists
had made the banner in the parking garage of Leduc’s apartment building, though
Leduc himself wasn’t otherwise involved in making it, claiming that day that he
had a cold. However, he did drive the activists to the bridge where they dropped
the banner.

“I was doing the lookout for cops, and I spotted these two undercovers that
were right at the spot that we were at. In my mind, looking back, they … had been
tipped off,” says former IPSMO member Louisa Worrell. It appears that Leduc had
forewarned the police, who placed undercover officers at the drop site to quickly
remove the banner; they didn’t, however, arrest anyone.

In the other two instances of undermining IPSMO solidarity, Leduc had at the
last minute cancelled his offers to drive people to do court support in Maniwaki
and to drive to Akwesasne to meet Mohawk activists. This impeded efforts to sup-
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port Indigenous and settler activists arrested during the blockade of Highway 117,
and to develop relationships between IPSMO activists and the Mohawk activists in
Akwesasne.

Leduc’s strategies revealed the nature of undermining solidarity work: over a
longer period, he was careful to preserve his cover while he tried to exercise con-
trol over what IPSMO activists did, and he sabotaged efforts to build trust between
IPSMO and the Indigenous communities of ABL and Akwesasne.

After the firebombing of the RBC, Leduc’s rhetoric escalated.
“My radar went up immediately […] He mentioned something to me to the ef-

fect of, ‘[the firebombing] was just small potatoes and you know these companies
deserve a much bigger response than this. That struck me as an odd thing to say,
especially to somebody that you’d just met,” says Dave Bleakney, a Canadian Union
of Postal Workers activist who met Leduc once, soon after the arson.

Political policing

Since its formation in 1984, CSIS has been responsible for political policing, but all
large police forces in Canada, especially the RCMP, engage in it. Indigenous people,
and to a lesser extent Indigenous solidarity activists, continue to be among the top
targets of this practice in Canada.

In their essay “Surveillance: Fiction or Higher Policing?” Jean-Paul Brodeur and
Stéphane Leman-Langlois explain that high policing – the surveillance of political
involvement – is “entirely devoted to the preservation of the political regime” as
opposed to the supposed “protection of society.”

The purpose of political policing is to identify, surveil, disrupt, and control real
or perceived threats to political and economic elites. Political policing is fundamen-
tally different from “law and order” policing, which focuses on arrest and incarcer-
ation. It emphasizes intelligence gathering using both technological surveillance
and infiltration. The intelligence is intended to be used only when necessary in
efforts to control people and organizations considered to be a threat.

The activists I interviewed had all been surprised that Leduc was an undercover
officer, either because they didn’t expect to be surveilled in the first place or because
Leduc’s behaviour did not fit their expectations of an infiltrator.

This surprise likely stems from the misconception that all infiltrators act as
agents provocateurs who try to manipulate activists into taking illegal, violent, un-
popular, and ineffective actions. But as Gary T. Marx points out in his theory of
social movement infiltration, social movements are damaged by “opposing orga-
nizational, tactical, and resource mobilization tasks.” In other words, infiltrators
suppress social movements by fomenting divisions and internal conflicts, divert-
ing energies toward defending the movement rather than pursuing broader social


