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OnOctober7,Hamas,therulingpartyintheGazaStrip,breachedthesiege
wallsurroundingthemtocarryoutaseriesofattacks.TheIsraeligovernmenthas
respondedwithafullmilitaryoperation.Whilebothsideshavetargetedcivilians
aswellassoldiers,theseeventscanonlybeunderstoodinthecontextofdecades
ofrepressionandethniccleansing.

Atthetime,wewerejustwrappingupaninterviewwithJonathanPollak,an
anarchistfromJaffa—aPalestiniantownthatwasmajority-Arabicuntilrecently.
AlongtimeparticipantinAnarchistsAgainsttheWallandotheranti-colonialsol-
idarityefforts,Jonathaniscurrentlyfacingaprisonsentenceforprotestactivity
earlierthisyear.Inthefollowinginterview,hedescribeshowheseesthecurrent
escalation.HealsodescribeshowtheIsraelijudicialsystemstructurallyoppresses
Palestinians,explainshowtosupportPalestinianprisoners,andevaluatestheeffec-
tivenessofsolidarityeffortsovertheyears.

FormorebackgroundonthesituationinIsraelandPalestine,youcouldstart
withourhistoryofcontemporaryIsraelianarchism,ourreportontheuprisingin
Haifain2021,andourcoverageofthepoliticalconflictwithinIsraelisocietyearlier
thisyear.

Wehopetosharetheperspectivesofanti-authoritariansinGazaassoonaswe
succeedincommunicatingwiththem.Inofferingthisspacetoapersonwhogrewup
inIsraelisociety,wedon’tmeantocentertheperspectiveandpersonhoodofIsraeli
citizens,butrathertoshowthatthesituationcannotbereducedtoabinaryethnic
conflict,justaswehavedoneinpublishingtheperspectivesofRussiananarchistsonthe
invasionofUkraine.Thephotographabove,byOrenZiv/ActiveStills,showsprotesters
burningtiresinthetownofBeita.

EscalatingHostilities
OnSaturday,October7,aswewerepreparingtopublishthisinterview,
Hamascarriedoutacoordinatedwaveofattacks.TheIsraeligovernment
hasrespondedwithafullmilitaryassault.Howdoyouseetheseevents
fromwhereyouaresituated?

ThisisaneventofhistoricproportionsintermsofPalestinianresistanceto
Israelicolonialism,whichisstillongoing.Itistooearlytosaywhatexactlywill
happennext,soI’dratherspeakmoretothegeneralcontextofthesituationthan
giveananalysisofadevelopingaffairwhilethedetailsarestillunclear.Whileitis
alreadyclearthatsomeactsthatarefaroutsidetheboundariesofresistancetook
placeplaceduringtheattack,anythingIcouldsayrightnowwouldbeoutdatedin
justafewhours.
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What is certain beyond any doubt, however, is that horrible days are upon us.
The very short version of this specific story is that Hamas forces managed to

break through the siege that Israel brutally imposes on the Gaza Strip, and to enter,
or in some cases completely take over, Israeli settlements on the other side of the
wall. The death toll on the Israeli side is in the many hundreds, and a lot of the
images appearing in the media are gruesome and shocking, especially on social
media. But I’m getting ahead of myself.

Some of the terms I use in this context might be confusing to people who some-
what follow Palestine, and are used to the term Israeli settlements being reserved
to those in the areas Israel occupied in 1967. However, I feel that it is necessary to
understand Israel as a whole as a settler-colonial project, and Zionism as a colonial
movement for Jewish supremacy. We would be remiss to ignore the long history of
Israeli ethnic cleansing, which resulted in the 1948 ethnic cleansing of Palestinians
by Israel, known as the Nakba. The Gaza Strip today, a fraction of the pre-1948
Gaza district of Palestine, is home to refugees from 94 villages and towns in the his-
toric district that were completely depopulated. Today, 80% of the Strip’s residents
are refugees, besieged in the world’s largest open-air prison. The towns that were
taken or attacked by Palestinians at the beginning of the current fighting are some
of the depopulated towns that some of these refugees were dispossessed of.

In the international corporate media, the story is mostly portrayed either as a
bilateral war between Israel and Gaza, or as one-sided, senseless Palestinian aggres-
sion devoid of any context. The missing context, of course, is that the Palestinian
people have endured ages of colonial subjugation, especially Palestinians in the
Gaza Strip.

As I said, the images are gruesome and horrifying. It is impossible not to be
affected by them. However, they do not stand on their own. Beyond the aforemen-
tioned historical context, in the past two decades, Gaza has been reduced to dust
time and again by Israeli air raids and military operations. Now, once again, the
bombing has already started—and within the mainstream of Israeli society and its
media, there is open discussion of carrying out a genocide in Gaza. If this is not
prevented, it could indeed take place.

If we ask Palestinians to not turn to violence, wemust not forget the reality they
confront. When Palestinians in Gaza marched at the Israeli barrier that imprisons
them in 2017-18, they were shot dead in the hundreds. The images circulating now
are gruesome and shocking. I don’t intend to euphemize, justify, or condone—but
in the course of struggle, the path to liberation almost always takes grotesque turns.
Although it should be clear that there are some acts of violence which could never,
under any circumstances, be justified or considered as acts of resistance.

The African National Congress [one of the chief umbrella organizations that
fought against apartheid in South Africa] is often ignorantly celebrated as a refer-
ence point by those who seek to argue that violence has no role in struggle. But
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knowledge that “In a territorywhere two people are judged under two legal systems,
that is an apartheid state.”

This case, despite what a reading of the indictment might lead one to think,
does not revolve around rioting or the obstruction and assault of police officers,
but rather around the repression and incrimination of the resistance to Israeli colo-
nialism and its apartheid regime. My response to the charges and facts described in
the indictment is irrelevant. Since the very manner in which this trial is conducted
is an expression of Israeli apartheid, cooperation would be complacency. For over
twenty years I have devoted my time to fight Israel’s colonial rule, and I am un-
willing and unable to cooperate with it now, even if my decision means being put
behind bars again.

Therefore, despite having no intention to admit to something I did not do, I will
not question the state’s witnesses, call any on my behalf or testify myself; I will not
challenge the prosecution’s so-called evidence, nor will I provide any disproving
evidence of my own. Israeli colonialism and its apartheid regime are illegitimate
at their core. This court is illegitimate. The proceedings in this case, which supple-
ment other proceedings taking place in the parallel and illegitimate military court,
whose raison d’être is the suppression of resistance, are all illegitimate. The only
reasonable response to this indictment, to this reality, is the struggle for liberty and
liberation. No voice is louder than the voice of the uprising!
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criminalcourttothemuchmoredraconianmilitarycourtssystem,wherePales-
tiniansaretriedforthesimilaroffences.Idemandedtobetriedinthemilitary
courtsbecauseitistherethatmyPalestiniancomrades,whoareregularlyarrested
atdemonstrationsliketheoneIwasdetainedin,aretriedandsentencedtoharsh
punishmentonscantandoftenfabricatedevidence.Notsurprisingly,theprosecu-
tionobjectedtothismotionandthecourtruledagainstit.Thestateprosecutor’s
poor(andnotentirelyaccurate)reasoningwasthatmycenteroflifeisnotinthe
WestBank.However,IsraelisettlerswholiveandworkintheWestBankarealso
notindictedinmilitarycourts,asamatterofpolicy.Whereistheir“centerof
life”?Thecourt’smainargumentforrejectingmymotionwasthattheoffensesI
amchargedwitharenotclassifiedassecurityoffenses.

Iamnoexpertinlawanddonothavethetools—nordoIfinditimportant—to
assessthelegalityofthecourt’sdecision.Butonethingisbeyonddoubt:Pales-
tinians,andnotonlythoselivingdirectlyunderthemilitarydictatorshipIsrael
operatesintheWestBank,aretriedinthethousandsinIsrael’smilitarycourtsfor
identicalorsimilarcharges.Iamonlysparedsuchfatebecausethestateconsiders
metobebothacitizenandamemberoftherulingJewishreligion.MyfriendTareq
Barghouth—aPalestinianresidentofJerusalemandaformermemberoftheIsraeli
Bar—wastried,convicted,andsentencedbyanIsraelisoldierinuniformatamili-
tarycourtintheWestBank.Meanwhile,AmiramBenUliel,aresidentofanIsraeli
settlementoutpostintheWestBankandthemurdereroftheDawabshehfamily,
whowasconvictedofmuchmoreseriousterrorismoffenses,wastriedinacivilian
criminalcourtinJerusalem.

Justtwomonthsago,IsraelisettlersshotQussaiMa’atandeadintheWestBank
villageofBurqa.Twosettlerswerearrestedonsuspicionofmurder.Atthesame
time,someresidentsofBurqawerealsoarrestedformuchlessersuspicionsofpar-
ticipatingintheconfrontationsthatensuedafterthesettlersinvadedtheirvillage.
Severalhearingstookplaceinthesettlers’case,whichwaspresidedoverinanIs-
raeliciviliancriminalcourt,beforeevenasinglehearingtookplaceinthePalestini-
ans’case,whichtookplaceinmilitarycourt.ThereasonforthatisthatPalestinians
mustonlybepresentedbeforeacourtafter96hours—fourtimestheperiodafforded
bytheIsraelipenalcode.

Thisdiscriminatorypolicymayindeedbeconsideredlegalbythestandardsof
Israelilaw,butinessence,atitscore,itisadistinctexpressionofIsrael’sapartheid
regimebetweentheriverandthesea.

Butlawisnotjustice.SouthAfricanapartheidwasprotectedbylocallawat
thetime,aswereFrenchcolonialisminAlgeria,Rhodesianwhitesupremacy,and
countlessotherdefeatedcolonialregimesthatwereclearlyunjust.Law,infact,is
quiteoftendesignedtobetheoppositeofjustice.

Soself-evidentandundeniableistheinjusticeofthestatusquothateventhe
formerheadofIsrael’snotoriousMossad,TamirPardo,wasforcedtorecentlyac-
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aftertheestablishmentofitsmilitarywing,theMK[uMkhontoweSizwe,“Spearof
theNation”],theANCneverrenouncedviolence.NelsonMandela[amemberof
theANCandco-founderoftheMK]refusedtodosoevenafterdecadesofimprison-
ment.In1985,thethenpresidentoftheANC,OliverTambo,toldtheLosAngeles
Times,

“Inthepast,weweresayingtheANCwillnotdeliberatelytakeinnocent
life,butnow,lookingatwhatishappeninginSouthAfrica,itisdifficult
tosayciviliansarenotgoingtodie.”

Thecontextofstrugglehereisbetweenanuclearmilitarysuperpoweranda
dispossessedpeople.Colonialismdoesnotrelent.Colonialismwillnotstepback
ofitsownaccord,notevenifyouasknicely.Asoutsiders,wemustconsiderthat
decolonialismisanoblecause,butthepathtoachieveitisoftenuglyandtainted
byviolence.Intheabsenceofanyrealisticalternativetoachieveliberation,people
areoftenpushedintocarryingoutunjustifiableacts;thisisafundamentalreality
ofthedisparityofpower.Evenif,atsometurns,thestruggletakesspecificturns
wecannotcondoneorwillnotstandbehind,wemustalwaysstandinsupportof
liberation.Todemandthattheoppressedalwaysactinthepurestofwaysisto
demandtheyremainforeverinservitude.

TheCourtCase
Tobackupabit—Jonathan,you’reinthemiddleofacourtcaseatthehands
oftheIsraeligovernment,accusedofthrowingrocksduringaprotestinthe
WestBank.Canyouexplainthecontextinwhichyouwerearrested?

IwasarrestedinBeita,atownnearthecityofNablusintheWestBank.
BeitahasalongtraditionofresistancetoIsraelicolonialism.Itwasahubof

resistanceduringtheFirstIntifada(1987-1993).Inearly1988,some20menfrom
BeitaandneighboringHuwarawereroundedupbytheIsraeliarmyafterbeing
identifiedbytheShinBet,Israel’sinfamoussecretpolice,asbeinginvolvedinstone-
throwingincidents.Theywereboundwithzip-tiehandcuffsandhadtheirbones
smashedbysoldiersusingrocksandbatons.Thesoldierswereenactingthedirect
orderofthenMinisterofDefenseItzhakRabin,whowasonpublicrecordcalling
forapolicyof“breakingtheirarmsandlegs.”

Laterthatyear,BeitawasthesiteofonetheIntifada’sdefiningincidents,when
agroupofIsraelisettleryouth,ledbysettlerextremistRomamAldube,raidedthe
townundertheguiseofholdingaPassoverfieldtripthroughit.AfterAldubeshot
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dead a resident of the village in the olive groves surrounding the town, the group
continued into Beita itself, where they were met by locals who came out to defend
themselves. The settlers were eventually disarmed by the people there, but not
before settler gunfire killed two more Palestinians as well as a 13-year-old settler
girl, who was mistakenly shot by Aldube himself during the confrontation.

In the aftermath of the incident, there were widespread calls within Israeli soci-
ety to “wipe Beita off the map.” In retaliation, and despite the details of the incident
already being clear to the military through operational debriefings, the Israeli army
destroyed fifteen houses in the village and arrested all male residents, later deport-
ing six of them to Jordan.

In recent years, Beita has been the site of constant contention with the Israeli
army and settlers trying to establish settlements on stolen land belonging to the
town. The protest I was arrested at, on January 27, was part of a local uprising
that began in May 2021, following the establishment of an Israeli colony in the Ja-
bel (Mount) Sabih area on the outskirts of the town. During these demonstrations,
eleven people have been killed by Israeli fire, some of them by sniper fire. Thou-
sands have been seriously injured and hundreds have been arrested. The uprising
has managed to force an evacuation of the settlers, but only temporarily and with
a promise from the government that they will be allowed to return at some point.
After the settlers’ removal, the place was used as a military base; recently, settlers
returned to occupy the houses erected there with government support.

I was arrested when an Israeli Border Police force (a paramilitary unit of the
Israeli police) raided the village after a demonstration. At the police station, I
heard two of the officers who arrested me coordinating their statements; they then
charged me with aggravated assault of police officers (stone throwing), obstruction
of police officers, and rioting. I was held in jail for three weeks, then released into
house arrest on account of deteriorated health.

You’ve demanded to be tried in a military rather than civilian court, the
way that Palestinians are. Can you explain the significance of this demand?

I am obviously not a fan of the state, any state. But in so-called democracies,
the notion of the legitimacy of state violence—which is the foundation of the legal
and law enforcement systems—stems from a false ethos of justice and from the
misguided notion that these systems represent the collective interests of those who
are subject to its authority.

A unique mechanism of Israeli apartheid, one that didn’t exist even in South
Africa’s apartheid system, is that in the West Bank, there are two parallel legal sys-
tems in place: one for Palestinians and one for Jewish settlers. When accused of
identical offenses—even if they took place in exactly the same location, at the same
time, and under the same exact circumstances—I will be prosecuted and tried in
Israel’s criminal legal system, while my Palestinian comrades will face the Israeli
state’s system of military law, which reflects the reality of a full-on military dic-
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then, and still does now.
The future cannot be foretold. A good friend who was involved in the under-

ground resistance to the apartheid regime in South Africa toldme that the late 1980s
were the darkest time. [President Pieter Willem] Botha was in power, the US was
still strongly backing white South Africa as an important anti-Soviet bastion, and
the end of apartheid was not even remotely in sight. And then the USSR fell and
the geopolitical situation dramatically changed, basically overnight. At first, every-
one thought that was the end because the Soviets were the ANC’s most important
backers. But a less obvious side effect was that South Africa’s pro-West apartheid
government was no longer very important in the post-Cold War era; the fact that
there was a strong movement in place to capitalize on these geopolitical changes
was what brought about political change and the (imperfect) fall of apartheid.

The moral of the story is to organize and build movements of resistance even
when everything seems lost. My view of anarchism isn’t utopian. In my eyes, ev-
ery victory, every success, must be immediately perceived as a failure, as a power
structure to struggle against and take down. They say perfect is the enemy of good,
but that’s only because they lack any imagination and good is never good enough.
Imperfection is a constant, but we just keep on fighting, turning victory into defeat
into struggle at every turn.

Appendix: Jonathan Pollak’s Sentencing Statement

Ten demonstrators were shot dead by the Israeli soldiers in the West Bank village
of Beita near Nablus since demonstrations there started in May 2021. On January
27 this year, I was arrested by Israeli Border Police officers as I was making my
way home after a demonstration in the village against Israeli colonialism and the
theft of village lands for the sake of establishing a new Jewish-only settlement. I
was then indicted for stone-throwing, and am now standing before this court to
enter my plea on these charges. The case is based solely on the false testimonies of
three of the Border Police officers who detained me. The police refused to conduct a
meaningful investigation beyond the Border Police testimonies, including into my
explicit report that I heard the Border Police officers coordinate their testimonies
with one another. Unlike the police, which couldn’t be bothered, I do have evidence
disproving the officers’ testimonies, showing how they are riddled with lies. Under
normal conditions, this would be a trial I’d be happy to let run its full course.

The circumstances, however, are far from normal. This case, unusually, takes
place after the defendant—me—filed for the venue to be changed from an Israeli
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withinthemainevents.
WhileIrespectthechoicetotrytomobilizewithinIsraelisocietyandtheeffort

putintoit,Istillrespectfullybelieveitismisguidedunderthecurrentcircumstances.
Thegeneralprotestmovementissohuge—andsooverwhelminglyrootedinthe
notionthatIsraelisademocracyneedingtobesaved—thatitwillsuckin,coopt,
orwashoutanydivergenttrendswithinit.Forthereasonsexplainedabove,I
believethatthecurrentmovementisperhapsthegreatestthreattothestruggle
againstIsraelicolonialismsincetheOsloAccords,andthatIsraelislikelytouse
ittorecoveritsinternationalstandinginasimilarwaytohowtheAccordswere
usedtorecoverfromtheFirstIntifadaoftheearly1990s.Atthattime,intheend,
allthathappenedwastoentrenchdominationoverPalestiniansandintensifytheir
dispossession.

Backinthe1990s,theIsraeliextremeright,whichshortsightedlysawtheOslo
Accordsasadefeatistcompromise,wasopposedtothemandmassivelytooktothe
streets.We,too,opposedtheAccords—becauseitwasclear,inrealtime,howthey
wouldbeusedbyIsraelforitsownrehabilitation,and,evenworse,toeradicate
thePalestinianuprising.Atnopoint,however,didweconsiderjoiningthemassive
right-wingdemonstrationsaimingtothwarttheexecutionoftheAccords.Ibelieve
thesituationtodayissomewhatsimilar.Perhapsamorefamiliarexamplewould
bethatmanyNazisandfascistsopposeglobalization.Wouldanyoneevenimagine
joininghandswiththem?

However,mydiscomfortwithhavinganypartwiththefaux-democracy
protestsrunsdeeper.Ifeelthatinasettler-colonialsituationliketheonein
Palestine,ourroleisnot,andshouldnotbe,thatofmoderateswithinthesettler
society.Wemustrejectthissociety,itspointofview,itsinternalpoliticsaltogether.
Wemustunderstandthatthepowerdisparitymeansthatchangecannotcome
fromwithinIsraelisociety.Ourroleistoweakenit,tocreatesplits,tosowdivision,
toresistoutright.Inatimeofcontention,wemustnottrytofindourwayinto
Israelisociety,butawayfromitandintothestruggleagainstit.

Fromtheoutside,thewholeregionlookslikeapowderkegreadyto
explode.Whatwouldittakeforsomethingpositivetodevelop?Whatgives
youhope?

Iwouldrathernottradeinhope,becauselikealltrade,it’saspectacleofde-
ception.Igrewupintheanimalliberationmovementofthemid-andlate1990s,
duringtheoriginalGreenScare.IrememberreadingaletterthatFree(JeffLuers)
sentfromprisoninsomezine,maybeayearortwoafterhissentencing,which
hadalastingimpactonme.It’sbeenalongtimeandIcan’ttrackitdownnow
evenwiththeinternetsupposedlymakingtherarestofdocumentsavailableatour
fingertips,soI’msureI’mabitoff,but—sentencedtoovertwentyyearsinprison,
FreebroughtuptheWarsawGhettorebellionasanexampleofhowhopeorthe
prospectofsuccessisn’tacriterionforstruggleandresistance.Thathithomeback
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tatorship.ToapprehendPalestinians,thegovernmentwillsenditsarmedforces,
whichwilloftendetaintheminthemiddleofthenight,violently,atgunpoint.It
willtakeupto96hoursbeforetheyseeajudge(24hoursforme),andevenwhen
theyfinallydo,thatjudgewillbeasoldierinuniform,justliketheprosecutor.They
willbetriedaccordingtoIsrael’sdraconianmilitarylaw,likelybedeniedbail,and
theirsentencewillbehandeddownafterconvictioninasysteminwhichnoteven
onepersonoutof400isacquitted.

Thisduallegalsystemisoftenreferredtoasoneoftheprimeexamplesofthe
Israelibrandofapartheid.Itissuchaglaringmanifestationofapartheidthateven
somesoftZionistscan’tignoreit,yettheydon’trecognizeitassomethingfunda-
mentaltoZionismasasettler-colonialmovement,astheyfocusonlyonthe1967
occupationandIsrael’scontrolovertheWestBankandGaza.Youoftenhearpeople
saythesystemisbad,butisn’tracist;thatthedistinctionismadebasedoncitizen-
ship.Thatclaimisfalse.Thereisa20%PalestinianminorityofPalestinianswho
liveintheareasthatwereoccupiedbyIsraelin1948andhaveIsraelicitizenship
(unlikePalestiniansintheWestBankandGaza,wholiveunderIsraelicontrolas
subjectswithoutcitizenship).Ascarcely-knownfactaboutthemilitarycourtsis
thateventhePalestinianswhodohaveIsraelicitizenshiparesometimestriedin
WestBankmilitarycourts.Thetruthofthematterissimple:Iwasindictedbefore
themagistrates’courtbecausethestateconsidersmeJewish.HadIbeenaPales-
tinianwithIsraelicitizenship,I’dlikelystandtrialinfrontofamilitarycourt.The
systemoperatesonethnicandreligiouslines.

Thelawsthemselvesarealsodifferent,andmilitarylawisinfactnotlegislation
butratheranassortmentofdecreesissuedbythemilitarycommanderofthearea.
Onesuchdecree,Order101,forbidsanyassemblyoftenormorepeoplethatisof
politicalnature(forexample,agrouplunchatwhichpoliticsisdiscussed),even
whenpeopleassembleonprivateproperty.Thisisanoffensepunishablebyup
totenyearsinprison.Similarly,anypoliticalorganizingandassociationcanbe
outlawed,andfrequentlyis.

Iseeanarchismasanideology—orrather,amovement—ofstruggle.Igenerally
believethatactivismshouldn’tbemoralistic(asin,self-indulgentandpaternalistic),
butrathergearedtowardseffectingchange.Inandofitself,there’snothingpositive
aboutwastingtimeinjailinsteadoftryingtodousefulstuffontheoutside.The
guidingprinciplebehindmydemandtomovemytrialtoamilitarycourtwasto
shinelightonasystemveryfewareawareof,and,atthesametime,toattemptto
undermineit.Wemadeaprettystronglegalargument,consideringtheconfines
ofIsraelilaw,butthecourtjustignoreditbasedonamade-uptechnicality—itwas
someprettyimpressivelegaljuggling.Mydecisiontorefusetorecognizethecourt’s
legitimacyaftermymotionwasdeniedwasalsopartofmystrategy.

There’salsoamorefundamentalreasonwhyIrefusetocooperatewiththecourt
andcomplywiththeproceedings,whichstemsfrommyunderstandingofpower
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and my own personal experience with both the legal and prison systems. These
systems are rigged so that one is always pleading, always waiting, always at the
mercy of power, devoid of any real agency.

Noncooperation turns this entire system of control on its head. It enables you
to reclaim power and agency in a situation in which you’re not meant to have any.
There’s certainly a price to pay, and that must be considered every time, according
to the circumstances. I’m not advocating this as a general strategy when dealing
with the legal system, but I’ve found it to be extremely empowering.

My chances of being acquitted and avoiding a prison sentence were nonexistent
to begin with, so there wasn’t much to lose.

It’s not the first time you are facing a prison sentence, right?
Nope… I think it’s maybe the sixth, but I’m not a hundred percent sure. How-

ever, my Palestinian comrades go in and out of prison all the time, and it’s very
hard to imagine a life without the threat of imprisonment, given the circumstances
we live in. If anything, I am lucky (or privileged) in how little time I’ve done over
the past twenty-something years of activism. This, too, is an expression of Israeli
apartheid.

Youmentioned that youwere released from jail earlier this year because
of ill health. Can you describe the conditions in the various facilities you
have done time in?

Like the legal system, incarceration is also segregated. There are distinct wards
and prisons for Palestinian political prisoners (Israel calls them “security prisoners”)
and everyone else. The conditions are much harsher for political prisoners, with
much more limited visits, no access to phones, and other restrictions. However,
there is a lot more organizing and a sense of solidarity, even resistance at times.
Despite the fact that I’m being tried on political charges for which Palestinians
are classified as “security prisoners,” and despite having asked to be held with my
comrades, I’ve always been classified as a “regular” inmate.

There are three distinct legal stages of incarceration in the Israeli system: arrest
prior to being indicted, arrest following an indictment, and imprisonment following
a conviction. Arrest prior to being indicted is the stage with the worst conditions,
in which access to the outside world is most limited. At that stage, phone commu-
nication and access to TV or radio are forbidden, as well as purchasing items in the
commissary. No books or reading material are allowed either, other than the Bible
or the Quran. Legally, you are entitled to at least an hour of yard time a day, but
it’s rare that you get even a few minutes. Some of these things gradually get bet-
ter once you’re indicted or convicted, depending on which jail or prison you find
yourself in, which ward.

Physical conditions vary a lot. The number of people in a cell can be anywhere
between two and twenty; I have done time on both ends of this scale. I generally
prefer having as much privacy as possible, but that really depends on who your
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Palestine as a whole? How can the new legislation limiting the Supreme
Court’s powers affect the situation, both for you personally and for political
activists in general? [Note that this question and the following answerwere
both composed before the events of October 7.]

The current government is one of Israel’s worst and most dangerous ever—and
that’s a high bar to meet. It is flagrantly expressing and executing policies of ethnic
cleansing. The threats it poses are vast indeed, but the most significant threat is
perhaps the least unique to it: the fact that this government is an authentic repre-
sentation of all Israeli politics’ persistent race further and further into the extreme
right. The central point of contention within Israeli society, and the one getting
most attention internationally, is the government’s assault on the judiciary—but
that is an aesthetic rift, veiled as a struggle for democracy. In truth, this is an inter-
nal dispute over how to best manage and maintain Jewish supremacy, which enjoys
near wall-to-wall support within Israeli society, also among so-called liberals.

The specific changes that the current coalition seeks to enforce will probably
render the courts weaker and slightly less liberal, but the courts have never been
defenders of our rights, let alone Palestinian rights, nor inhibiters of government
policies. Not even a little. The Israeli judiciary is and always has been a fundamental
cornerstone of Israeli colonialism between the river and the sea; it has been essential
in enabling Zionist policies and providing the system around it with a reputable
liberal legal guise. Israel depends on its ability to portray and market itself as a so-
called vibrant democracy. A weaker judiciary might carry some harm, but I believe
the prospect of a perceived victory by the protest movement against it poses an
even greater danger to the overall struggle against colonialism and apartheid.

The protest movement is dominated by an amalgamation of military reservists,
former senior members of Israel’s notorious secret police, the Shin Bet [Israel’s
internal security service], economic liberals, and various other Zionist and nation-
alistic groups. There are some more radical elements involved, but their role and
influence are abysmal. The Israeli flag is made up of Jewish symbols, and is an
emblem of Jewish exclusiveness and supremacy, and it is no coincidence that it is
the protest movement’s most prominent symbol. These groups are wedded to the
idea of Israel being a democracy, and to the idea that Jewish supremacy does not
contradict this. By and large, this is also the most prevalent sentiment among the
masses participating in the protests. Any victory of that movement will be used
to strengthen the misguided and dangerous notion that Israeli democracy has pre-
vailed, wrongly suggesting that there was an Israeli democracy to begin with.

Have anarchists played any role in the protests?
The question of whether to participate in the protests has divided local anar-

chists. While many feel alienated, some anarchists have been involved in the “Radi-
cal Bloc,” which, as the name suggests, is a loose coalition of radicals participating in
the protests. In my understanding, they see themselves more as counter-protesters



12

Fromthisvantagepoint,whatcanyousaythatAnarchistsAgainstthe
Wallaccomplished?Whatlessons—oratleasthypotheses—wouldyoupass
ontoanarchistselsewhereonthebasisofyourexperiences?

IthinkthatbecauseoftherelativelyhighexposureAAtWreceived,peopletend
tomakemoreofitthanitactuallywas.Intheearlydays,itwasnotmuchmore
thanasmallgroupofverydedicatedpeople,anextendedaffinitygroupreally.It
eventuallygrewabitbigger,withafewdozenpeoplecomposingitscoreactivist
baseandperhapsacouplehundredmoregravitatingarounditsporadically.

Inmyeyes,AAtW’smostimportanttraitwasthesheddingoffalsenationalal-
legiancesandevenidentities,infavorofcrossingsidestodirectlyjointhestruggle
ofPalestiniansfightingIsraelicolonialism.Inacohesiveandmilitaristicsociety
likeIsrael,thatwasnosmalldeparturefromcommonleft-wingtraditions.Not
groundbreakingperhaps,butextraordinary.Ourgoalwastorecognizeourplace
ofprivilege,useit,andturnitonitsheadinourrelationshipwithPalestinianresis-
tance.Nottocomeinaswhitesaviors,butrather,asaresource.Theprincipleof
joiningthePalestinianstruggleandfollowingPalestinianguidancewasentrenched
ineveryaspectofthegroup’sactivity.

Ithinkthatviewingourselvesasalliesparticipatinginthestruggleratherthan
assupportersfromwithinthecontextofIsraelisocietywasAAtW’smostimportant
contributionandhadthemostlong-lastingeffect,alsooutsideitsimmediatecircle.

Asaninitiallysmallandtight-knitgroup,itwasnotnecessarytoarticulate
manyissuesinthebeginning.Certainthingswereverycleartomostpeoplein-
volved,whiletheywereverymuchtabooinIsraelipolitics,evenwithinitsmore
radicalfringes—forexample,ourattitudetowardsviolence,ourplaceinthestrug-
gle,ourantagonistpositionvis-à-visIsraelisociety.Thisbecamemoredilutedand
maybeconfusedasthegroupgrew.AAtWwas,sotospeak,theonlyactintown
whenitcametodirectlysupportingPalestinianpopularresistanceintheWestBank
inthosedays,whichmeantthat,overtime,peoplejoinedthegroupwhoshared
someofthebasicprinciplesbutweren’tnecessarilycompletelyconsistentwiththe
originalpoliticaldirection.Inretrospect,startingoutasasmall,homogenous,“ac-
tionfirst”group,wedidnothavethetoolsortheperspectivetohandlewhatwas
abouttocome.

I’mprettycertainthatastrictpartylineisn’ttheanswer,butIdoseethediffer-
encesthataroseonissueslikemilitancyandanIsraelivs.anti-Israeliperspectiveas
themaincatalystformypersonaldeparturefromthegroup.Perhapsitisalesson
onorganizingingeneral,showinghowtheage-oldanarchistaffinitygroupstruc-
tureisthebestwaytoallowlarger-scaleorganizingwhileretainingautonomyand
diversitywithoutforcingastiflingpoliticalcompromise.Obviously,thereisnosil-
verbullet,andsomeoftheissuesAAtWfacedafterIleftwereunrelated,butIdo
feelthismightbearelevantlessontolearn.

HowhasthenewgovernmentshiftedthecontextinIsraelisocietyand
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cellmatesare.Beingstuckinacellwithonlyoneotherpersoncanbeapretty
heavysocialburden,especiallyforsomeonelikemewhoisn’tthebestatmaking
conversation.

Drugsandaddictionarealsoanissue,andtherearealotofthemgoingaround.
Painkillers,opiates,opioidagonists,streetdrugs,younameit.Buttheyareneverin
steadysupplyorenough,soyouareoftenstuckinacellwithabunchofaddictswho
gobackandforthbetweenforciblykickingahabitwithouttreatmentandscoring
andgettinghigh.Therearealwaysfightsoverthelittlethereis.Non-smoking
inmatesaretechnicallyentitledtobeheldinnon-smokingcells,butthat’sonlyin
theory.Inreality,theonlysmoke-freecellIhaveeverbeenheldinwasasolitarycell.
Iwasn’tevenallowedasmoke-freecellwhenIcamedownwithacutebronchitis.

Themostprevalentformsofinmateviolenceotherthanbeatingsareshivving
(cigarettefiltersthathavebeenburntandpressedarewidespreadandreadilyavail-
able)andthesplashingofboilingwatermixedwithsugar.

I’vebeenveganforalmost30yearsnow.Ihavetype1diabetesaswellasgluten
intolerance(celiacdisease);Ialsohaveepilepsycausedbybeingshotinthehead
withateargasprojectileatademo.Thatmakesfoodaconstantstruggleinjail,
asIbasicallycan’teatanythingthatwaspreparedintheprison’skitchen.Itusu-
allytakesbetweenaweekortwountilsomefoodisavailableandevenlongerto
geteverythingthatIneedandamentitledto.Inthatmeantime,mydietbasically
consistsofcucumbersand,whenlucky,somecarrots.

Duringmylateststintinjail,Ilostabout12kilograms(26pounds)inthree
weeks—about15percentofmybodyweight.Icamedownwithacutebronchitis
thatcausedmybloodglucosetoclimbtolife-threateninglevels.

Iwasluckytobebailedintohousearrest,mostlyduetomyhealth.That’saluck
thatPalestiniansdon’thave.Itwasanexperiencethatleftmewithsomeself-doubt
abouthowtomanagethelegal-politicalstrategyofthecase,andmaybeevenabit
broken.Ittookmeawhiletorecuperatephysically,butevenlongertogetbackto
myselfmentallyandemotionally.Ihadtomakedecisionsabouthowtohandlethe
case;noneoftheoptionsweregood,andIwasn’tinagoodplacetomakethem.In
theend,IrealizedthatIwasfacingabinarychoice:eitherIwouldhavetorenege
onthedealImadewithmyselfasateenagerwhenIdiscoveredthemirrorworldof
veganarchism,realizinghowskewedandfuckedupthisworldis,orIwouldhaveto
makegoodonit,and…youknow,carryon.Andreally,that’saprettyeasychoice,
right?Almostnochoiceatall.

Areyoufacinganyothercharges?
Besidestheaforementionedcharges,therearealsoafewopencases—

accusationsthatIhaven’tyetbeenindictedforyet,butstillmightbe.Most
notably,“incitementtoviolenceandterror”duetoanarticleIpublishedwhenI
wasimprisonedin2020,callingonpeopletosupportandjoinPalestinianresistance
toIsraelicolonialism.
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Are you receiving support from groups in Israeli society, in Palestine,
internationally? What can people do to support you and others organizing
there?

I have my support circles within the anarchist community and among Palestini-
ans. I think the most valuable thing for people to do at the moment is to support
campaigns promoting boycotts, divestment, and sanctions on Israel. There’s quite
a lot of it going around, its relatively effective and should be fairly easy to get in-
volved in.

As for supporting me, I feel that supporting the struggle and Palestinian prison-
ers in general is the best way to also support me personally.

There are currently over 5000 Palestinian detainees in Israeli jails and prisons.
About a quarter of those held in Israeli prisons are what Israel calls “administrative
detainees,” who can be held indefinitely with no charge or trial, and on “secret
evidence.”

It is estimated the one of every five Palestinian men living under Israeli military
rule had been incarcerated by Israel at least once.

The organization that best supports Palestinian prisoners is the Addameer Pris-
oner Support andHumanRights Association1: a Palestinian non-governmental civil
institution that works to support Palestinian political prisoners held in Israeli and
Palestinian prisons. Established in 1991 by a group of activists interested in human
rights, the center offers free legal aid to political prisoners, advocates their rights at
the national and international level, andworks to end torture and other violations of
prisoners’ rights through monitoring, legal procedures, and solidarity campaigns.

Addameer is one of six prominent Palestinian civil society organizations that
Israel designated as terrorist organizations without due process in 2021 based on
“secret evidence.” They are doing crucial work in support of Palestinian political
prisoners in both Israeli and Palestinian Authority detention and it is vital to sup-
port them.

Samidoun is an international network of organizers and activists working to
build solidarity with Palestinian prisoners in their struggle for freedom. They work
to raise awareness and provide resources about Palestinian political prisoners, their
conditions, their demands, and their struggles for freedom for themselves, their fel-
low prisoners, and their homeland. Samidoun also works to organize local and
international campaigns to make political change and advocate for Palestinian pris-
oners’ rights and freedoms.

You can follow updates on my case here thanks to my local support group. It is
probably still a few months away, but once I’m back in prison, it would be nice to
receive letters. The easiest way to do that would be by sending an email to the email
address that was used the last time I was in jail, support.jonathan@proton.me, and
it’ll be passed on to me. I’ll do my best to reply, though my best is pretty limited,

1Addameer is Arabic for conscience.
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as postal stamps are in short supply. As always when writing to prisoners, it’s
important to remember that all correspondence is monitored.

The Background

You helped found Anarchists Against the Wall, a group that received quite
a bit of international recognition in the early 2000s. What has come of that
project? And what does the anarchist movement in Israel look like today?

I don’t really like presenting it as “helping to found” AAtW,mostly because I feel
it is a mischaracterization of how that group—indeed most direct-action groups—
began. There wasn’t a particular moment. At the beginning of the millennium,
the Second Intifada was at its height, and we were a small group of people joining
Palestinian resistance and doing direct action. Things gained momentum and coa-
lesced, but we never “founded” a group. Even the name wasn’t really an intentional
choice. We used to send press releases under a different name every time. It was
pure chance that this was the namewe used on the day the army shot one of us with
live ammunition. In the media frenzy that followed, we made use of our notoriety
and stuck with the name.

Twenty years later, the AAtW project is defunct, but I think there are lessons
be learned from it, both negative and positive. Akin to the way it came about,
AAtW didn’t disappear at a particular moment; it withered away. Anarchists live
within the society they are fighting against and are not immune to its ailments.
Power dynamics always make for an uphill battle, and I think, towards the end, the
water was just too muddied. We are talking about a fairly small group of people
whose political bond was largely forged over personal kinship and trust. Another
important component I can point to in the disbanding of AAtW was the decline in
Palestinian popular resistance in the late 2010s.

After I had already left, the group collapsed over fundamental disagreements
on issues of violence and nonviolence. The history of contemporary anarchism in
Israel published by CrimethInc. in 2013 tells that side of the story pretty well in my
opinion, though I am in disagreement with some of the other issues addressed in
the text.

Anarchists are still involved in resisting Zionism and Israeli colonialism. True
to its “origins,” the anarchist movement in Israel also remains very entrenched in
animal rights. People in the movement are involved in supporting refugees and
undocumented people, cultural and countercultural efforts, radical education, and
so on.

However, while anarchists are a presence whenever radical activism arises, my
sense is that a distinct anarchist movement does not exist at the moment—perhaps
due to the lack of a strong anarchist tradition here.


