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Itisdifficulttoresistimagininghowmanymorelivesmayhavebeenspared
fromthehistoricalviolenceofgovernancehadmoreregimesofaddressabilitybeen
destroyedor,evenbetter,preventedfromeverbeingimplementedinthefirstplace.
WouldtheEgyptianRevolutionin2011havefollowedadifferentfutureiftherev-
olutionarieshadburneddowntheMogamma,thelabyrinthinebuildingonTahrir
squarewherethestate’svoluminouspaperrecordsarestored,insteadoftheruling
NDPheadquartersthatwasincineratedonlyafewblocksaway?Whatnumberof
livescouldbeliberatedfromdebtiffinancialdocumentswerehackedordestroyed,
asthestudentactivistFranciscoTapiasuccessfullydidin2014whenheclandes-
tinelystoleandburned$500millionworthofstudentdebtrecordsinChile,ren-
deringthemuncollectable?Howmanymighthavebeensaved,andmightstillbe
saved,ifsurveillancetechnologiesalongtheworld’smilitarizedlandandseabor-
derscouldbedisabledorpermanentlysabotaged?Thedestructionofgovernance’s
apparatusesshouldbeunderstood,inthelanguageofSpinoza,notonlyasanin-
creaseinlife’spotential,butalsoasapureexpressionofjoy.

Whatconstituteslifeisrelentlesslymultipleandexpansive,andthusresistsanyres-
olutionordefinition.Anyonewhoundertakesthetaskofenumeratinganditemiz-
ingallofthethingsthatcomposejustaparticularlife—cities,languages,concepts,
foods,films,currentsofair,songs,plants,housing,memories,birds,clothes,poems,
andofcourseotherlives—willimmediatelyfindthemselvesinneedofendlesswells
ofink.Livesandtheirworldsmutuallyconstituteandindiscerniblybleedintoone
another,andlivesroutinelybecomemorethanthemselvesinactsasordinaryas
readingabookorfallinginlove.

Justasnolifeeverlivesalonebutratherisalwaysalreadylivedconjunctively
andinterdependentlywithotherlivesandworlds,sotoomusteachliferelyupon
countlessotherlivestocultivate,defend,andmorefullyexpresslife’smultiplicity.
Eachlife,livingasacascadeofexpression,cannotpossiblyexpressalloflife’sdif-
ference,andsotheexpressionoflife’smultiplicitythusrequiresnothinglessthan
anunrulyensembleoflives,eachenrichingandbeingenrichedby,sustainingand
beingsustainedby,livesthatlivedifferently.

Constellationsofsubversivefriendships,irrepressiblesolidarities,seditious
intimacies,wildcreativities,compassionateinsurgencies,brilliantrefusals,
andmilitantimaginations—inexpressing,defending,andexpandinguponlife’s
multiplicity—eachhelpensurethatlivesremainirreducibletoandundeterminedby
howevertheymightbegoverned.Againstgovernance’sprivation,dispossession,
andcancellationoflife,thereislittlesenseinappealingtoanungovernablelifein
anysingularsense,butonlytothepotentialofungovernablelifeinitsmanifoldly
commonform,andofbecomingungovernableinitsirreduciblycollectiveregister.
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Everylifethatlivestodayislivedasgoverned.Andyet,thelivedexperienceof
beinggoverned,fromourfirsttofinalbreaths,suggeststhatwhilealllivesmaybe
governabletosomedegree,lifeitselfcannotultimatelybegovernedonceandforall.
Therealitythatalifemustbesubjectedtorelentlessgoverninginordertoremain
governedevincesthatalllifesharesaninexhaustibleresistancetogovernance,an
ineradicableungovernability,incommon.Ungovernablelifeisthenamewecan
givetothislivedresistance,tolife’senduringfugitivityandimmanentinsurgency.

Thestrugglesbetweenlifeandgovernancearewagedontheterrainoflife’smulti-
plicity,aninfinitesetofformalpotentialsthatdonotresideinanyparticularlifebut
ratherarisefromtheencountersandrelationsbetweenimmeasurablydiverselives
andworlds.Livesarealwayslivedasbecomingsofthismultiplicity,ascreative
expressionsofadifferenceinitselfthatisfundamentallypriortoallclassification,
subjectification,andindividuation.

Governanceistheformofpowerthattakeslife’smultiplicityasitsobject,imposing
fieldsofdifferenceuponwhichitscaptureiseffectuated,partitioningthedifference
oflifeintodifferentclassesoflives.Thismanifoldclassificationoflife,thedefinitive
formalstructuringofselvesandtheirworlds,isthemeansthroughwhichallgover-
nanceisinstantiatedandenacted.Inthisrespect,governanceisaformofviolence
thatpresupposesitself,foreverreaffirmingandrediscoveringitsownassumptions
moreconcretelyinthelivesandworldsitconcurrentlyactsuponandgivesform
to.

Governance’sclassificationoflifehasasitshorizonthemultiplicationandmax-
imizationoflife’saddressability.Whengovernedthroughaddress,livesendure
twocomplementaryformsofviolence:livesmustlivethroughviolencethathas
beenaddressedtothem,andalsomustliveastheyhavebeenaddressed.Consider
alifethathasbeenaddressedbygovernanceasanillegal,migrantlife.Notonly
isthislifenowtargetedforpoliceharassment,beatings,andarrests,butalsomust
liveasanillegalmigrant(asapredicatedcompoundofthe“migrant”and“illegal”
classes),avoidingareaswheretheremaybedocumentchecksorwherefacialrecog-
nitiontechnologiesaredeployed,workingonlyinunregulatedjobs,speakinginna-
tivelanguagesalwaysguardedly,andenduringsleeplessnightswhenimmigration
agentsbeginknockingondoorsintheneighborhood.Imbricatingregimesofiden-
tification,calculation,organization,stratification,algorithmization,inspection,and



4

administration all aspire to render life immanently addressable in these ways, pro-
ducing variously classed lives that are both subjected to and subjects of the address
of governance.

Capturing life as addressable lives is the precondition of governance’s differential
distribution of violence. Subordinate classes of life—Black, female, indebted, queer,
disabled, criminal—can have social, economic, juridical, political, ecological, and
technical forms of violence addressed to and thus directed upon them, while dom-
inant classes of life—White, male, wealthy, heteronormative, healthy, citizen—can
benefit from their position in the hierarchies that follow. The address of life within
dense matrices of difference culminates in lives that are lived as combinatorial and
at times contradictory compositions of their many classes, allowing the violence
of governance to be topologically distributed across life in exceedingly uneven yet
eminently tailored fashions.

The regimes of addressability imposed upon life, typically realized in processes of in-
dividuation and subjectification but also increasingly at dividual scales, are unthink-
able absent the apparatuses that produce, facilitate, manage, police, and sustain
them. The prison, the school, the hospital, the border, the factory, and the colony
have long been exemplary of the apparatuses used to render life addressable, but of
course also increasingly at play are the database, the smartphone, the bank/credit
card, the network, the “smart” city, the virtual classroom, and the multitude of bio-
metric tracking technologies that hastily accumulate in all kinds of places and on
all kinds of bodies. All of these apparatuses are semiotic technologies—each with
their own codes, methods of capture, and storage and organizational structures—
that formally unify life within the universal translation of governance’s address.

Colonial expansion, capitalist dispossession, and sovereign domination each
produce their own distinct regimes of addressability and corresponding distribu-
tions of violence, but together—as modalities of governance—they partake in a
shared history of apparatuses. Themass branding of enslaved bodies during the col-
onization of Africa and the Americas, the recording and archiving of fingerprints in
British-colonized India, the use of currencies and markets as a decentralized mode
of economic address through the abstraction of price, the sequencing and archiv-
ing of DNA, the network and hardware addresses of the internet, global police
databases, the international passport and visa system, cryptographic blockchains,
and, of course, languages, cultures, and laws are all exceedingly heterogeneous yet
fundamentally interoperable regimes of address that contribute to and thus help
constitute the larger continuum of planetary governance.
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In the collections of The Metropolitan Museum of Art there is an album of pho-
tographs that was assembled by the Paris Police Prefecture at the dawn of the 20th
century. The images were all taken or directed by Alphonse Bertillon, the officer
who was instrumental to the development of police forensics and anthropomet-
rics, although he remains most known for having invented the mugshot. Flipping
through the album, worn pages fitted with photographs of suspects, corpses, and
crime scenes are turned over one by one, many accompanied by scribbled observa-
tions and brief notes. Perhaps more striking than the photographs themselves are
pages 91 and 96, which are left blank. All that’s available to examine and inspect
are the grain of the paper, the minor stains that float here and there, and, on page
91, a thin strip of tape used to repair a minor tear.

The vacant space of these two pages is like a trap that has been meticulously
set, but has yet to capture any prey. Each page is at once a materialization of the
apparatuses of governance, a constructed territory within which new lives may
be catalogued, documented, investigated, measured, and classified according to
Bertillon’s systems, and a testament to the fugitivity of life, to all who managed
to elude Bertillon’s investigations through whatever means of escape, to those who
invented practices of living that could not be folded into the album’s heavy bind-
ings.

If anarchism is the word we use to describe the collective struggle to escape and des-
titute the address of governance, communism is the word we can use to describe the
collective struggle to most fully express life’s multiplicity. Each struggle anticipates
and entails the other.

As life’s addressability corresponds with its governability, defeating and disman-
tling the apparatuses of governance should also be embraced as a defense of life.
René Carmille, considered to be among the first hackers, can be taken as exemplary
in this regard. Taskedwith overseeing the census of Nazi-occupied France using the
state’s Hollerith punch card computers, Carmille and his assistants clandestinely
modified and sabotaged the machines so they were no longer able to punch the hole
used to designate religion, thus preventing the fascist deportation and extermina-
tion of tens of thousands of Jews. Innumerable actions of the same insurrectionary
spirit populate all of history, although rarely are they remembered by it for rea-
sons that should be obvious. The mass incineration of city records during the Paris
Commune, the destruction of migrants’ passports in the EU, and the mass burning
of draft cards and records during the Vietnam War are each gestures that rendered
lives unaddressable to particular modalities of governance, and thus warded off
their violence.



8

andhighways,aspatialmultiplicationandformaldispersionofthecampshistor-
icallyfoundinGuantánamoBay,Moria,andAuschwitz.Cuarón’sfilmstagesthe
thesisthatthegovernanceoftheworld,approachinglifealwaysasafinite,discrete,
andclassifiableobjecttobemanaged,policed,andaddressed,necessarilypositions
itselfinoppositiontothelivesthatpopulateit.

Governanceseparatestheworldintoeverfinerenclaves—colonies,territories,prop-
erties,nations,extractivezones,theatersofwar—andthenreuniteswhathasbeen
separatedwithinthesingularaddressableworldofgovernance.Therefineddivision
andsubsequentreunificationoftheworldwithingovernance’sregimesofaddress
isnotatechniqueofgoverningspace,butatechniqueofgoverninglivesasthey
canbespatiallyaddressed.Consequently,ungovernablelifeisnotlivedwithinthe
world,butalwayswithinmultitudesofworlds.

Historyisnothingotherthanavastaccumulationofapparatuses,eachrendering
lifemoreimmanentlyaddressable,andthusimmanentlygovernable.Today,the
accumulationofapparatuseshasgrownsoprofusethateventheactofshopping,
amongthemostbanalandsanctionedactivitiesofthemetropolis,nonethelessin-
volvesdozensofregimesofaddress—metrocardswipes,smartphonetracking,credit
cardpurchases,face-recognitioncameras,aerialsurveillance—thatarenotmanaged
oroperatedbyanysingularcorporation,bureaucracy,orpoliceforcebut,through
theirtechnicalinteroperabilityandsharedpoliticalallegiances,helpconstituteand
reinforcetheunifiedaddressableworldofgovernance.Theorganizationaldecen-
tralizationandtechnicaldispersionofapparatuses,andthusmodesofaddress,al-
waysalreadyanticipatestheirexpostfactounification.

Nonetheless,themassiveaccumulationoftheseapparatusescannotevertotally
captureandsubordinatelife’smultiplicity.Anyincreaseincontrolandintheclas-
sificationandaddressoflivesalsoformallycallsintobeingthecorrespondingset
oflimitsthatdefineitscapture.Justascolonistssetouttopartitionandcivilizethe
wildonlytofindthemselvesperpetuallysurrounded,engulfed,andthreatenedby
it,therecanbenoincreaseingovernanceanditsregimesofaddressthatdoesnot
alsoincreasinglyexposeitsfrontierstoinvasionsfrombeyondanditscapturedter-
ritoriestoinsurrectionsfromwithin.Thistopologicalstructurethatfacilitatesthe
constitutiveinclusionandexclusionoflifeisthegeometryofpowerthatsustains
governance,andisthuswhatultimatelymustbebrokenandtornasunder.
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Theappearanceofeachnewapparatus,andthusnewmodeofaddress,represents
nothinglessthananincreaseinthepowerofgovernance,andthusanincrease
inlife’sgovernabilityanditsexposuretoviolence.Nonetheless,livesandlife’s
multiplicityremainfundamentallyirreducibletoandincommensurablewiththe
regimesofaddressabilitythatareintendedtogovernthem.

ConsiderthelivesthatappearinPaulMpagiSepuya’sphotography,persistently
eludingthecaptureofthelens,aperture,andshutter,becomingillimitablymultiple.
ThosethingsthatwemanagetorecognizeinSepuya’simages—anarm,amirror,
anembrace—areawashinturbulentfieldsofexpressivitythatarebeyondrecogni-
tiveclosure.Manyofthecontoursaresuggestiveofparticularformalhistories—of
musculature,ofthestudio,ofcolor—thatthreatentoenfoldtheworkwithintidy
pocketsoflegibilityandapprehension,andthuscaptureitwithindelimitedmodes
ofinterpretationandsystemsofaddress.However,ineachimagethereisalways
areservoirofindecisiveandunresolvedmultiplicity,ofwhatremainsfugitively
livingandthusfundamentallybeyondclassificationandaddress.

Everymanifestationofgovernance,andeachapparatus,dedicatesitselfonlyto
theendlessreregistrationoflivesthatpersistentlyexplodeintomultiplicity.

Lifepersistsasungovernabletothedegreethatitescapesbeingdeterminedbythe
formsofaddress,andthustheformsofclassificationandsubjectification,imposed
uponitbygovernance.Thereisnosuchthingasaclassorsubjectopposedto
governanceinthissense,butonlyclassesandsubjectsthatdesiretoescapeand
becomeorientedbytheinsurrectionarypotentialoftheirowneventualabolition.
Bartleby’s“Iwouldprefernotto”perhapsonlyneedstobeamendedto“Iwould
prefernottobe.”

InPhillipK.Dick’snovelAScannerDarkly,theprotagonistisanundercoverpo-
liceagentthatusesatechnologycalledascramblesuittomaintainhisanonymity.
Wornasathinshroud,acomputerprojectsimagesofmillionsofformaldifferences
thathavebeensavedinitsmemory—bonestructures,eyecolors,nosegeometries,
hairstyles—acrossthesurfaceofthesuit,producingacascadingvisualmetamor-
phosisandscramblingthewearer’sidentity.Algorithmicallyexpressingeachofits
storeddifferencesinrandomizedsequences,thesuitisatechnicalrealizationofthe
differenceofgovernance,ofdifferenceasithasbeenreducedtoclasses.

Whilelife’smultiplicityisbydefinitioninfiniteandundefined,thedifference
ofgovernanceisamultidimensional,yetultimatelyfinitesetofclassesthatare
usedtoaddresslife.Thedifferenceofgovernanceisinthissensethedifferenceof
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recognition and representation, a formal subordination of life’s multiplicity that re-
cursively captures it within the objective unities of class difference. The differences
arbitrarily displayed on the scramble suit in Dick’s novel are always already part
of the set of formal differences that have been classified and cataloged by gover-
nance, sets of differences that are used to parse life into particularized, predicated,
governable lives.

A life addressed through the difference of governance is in this sense not ap-
proached as being truly different at all, but rather is always perceived and acted
upon as being self-similar and formally equivalent to whatever class of difference
is being used to address it. This artificial similitude, through which lives can al-
ways be assumed to be indistinguishable from—and thus reducible to—their classed
selves, is the condition of possibility of governance’s address. The recognition and
representation of life is thus always already the recognition and representation of
life as it has been governed, while what remains ungovernable in life is that which
manages to escape and remain imperceptible to such epistemic capture.

If governance could dream, it would dream of the total addressability of life, of lives
made wholly receptive and subservient to every action, command, program, order,
plan, and instruction addressed to them. A totally addressed life would of course
no longer be a life at all, having become indistinguishable from the mechanisms,
instruments, and apparatuses used to govern it. For this reason, life and governance
are fundamentally counterpoised: the more life lives the less it is governed, and the
more life is governed the less it lives. This inverse symmetry entails that a total
realization of governance would correspond only with a total cancellation of life,
just as a total realization of life would correspond only with a total cancellation of
governance. Consequently, what is ultimately at stake in life’s ungovernability is
life itself.

In Regina José Galindo’s video performance La Sombra (The Shadow), she is chased
in circles by a colossal German tank in a seemingly endless game of mechanized,
militarized cat and mouse. Galindo stumbles forward, gasping for breath with a
terrified exhaustion on her face. The tank noisily and steadily follows close behind,
its treads indifferently crushing and flattening the earth below. The image of this
performance is the image of a sexualized and racialized governance, invoking the
incomprehensible violence of the conquest of the Americas, the forced disappear-
ances of dictatorships, the global arms trade, and state-sponsored femicide.

Themachinery of the state, casting its geometric shadow over Galindo, promises
to eradicate her if she were to momentarily stumble, collapse from fatigue, or dare
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to turn around and confront it, just as it has indifferently eradicated so many before.
Its looming, heavy, metal violence relentlessly steers her forward, just as cattle are
driven to slaughter. There is no chain of events, just one single catastrophemanifest
as the tank’s progress.

The structure of the performance suggests that the chase will go on until either
Galindo is killed or the tank breaks down. There is no negotiating with the tank
after all, no possibility of a truce or democratic compromise, and no way to vote
away its violence. Galindo’s only hope lies not in learning to live with the tank or
in aspiring and plotting to drive it one day, but in the dream of its total destruction.
The end of the tank, and of the machinery of the state, would be nothing less than
apocalyptic, an annihilation of the world of pursuit and flight, of capture and escape,
of governance and its address.

Ungovernable life is not an a priori state of living that remains immaculately un-
touched by governance, nor is it an a posteriori ideal that lives must perpetually
fail to live up to. Ungovernable life is simply the lived, collective destitution of
whatever presently governs.

Whenever the collective expression of life’s multiplicity begins to outpace the ad-
dress of governance, the most generic classes of life are imposed as a means of
enacting the most blunt and desolating of assaults. In all of the numerous insurrec-
tions of the early 21st century, lives have been routinely addressed in the most flex-
ible of ways—as anarchists, antifascists, infiltrators, terrorists, communists, rioters,
enemy combatants, hostis humani generis—in order to project the maximal expres-
sion of violence onto life in general. As life’s multiplicity is incommensurable with
governance’s address, and even more intensely so during periods of insurrection,
governance produces classes of life that can blankly address governance’s constitu-
tive excess, facilitating the subjugation, and in extreme moments extermination, of
whatever lives.

Alfonso Cuarón’s Children of Men is among the clearest narrative articulations
of this structure. The film’s premise, humanity’s loss of its ability to give birth,
precipitates the total securitization and carceralization of the precarious life that
remains. The pervasive hunt for migrants and terrorists in this world, undertaken
in the name of defending what is left of life, has only left all life hunted. As the
characters traverse urban enclaves, refugee camps, and luxury skyscrapers, and are
regularly interrupted by militarized police raids and probing checkpoints, we are
haunted by a mise en scène populated by overflowing detention cages that appear
over and over and over again in the background of train platforms, public squares,


