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us more and more impoverished and precarious. The far-Right grows strong while
“the Left” in it’s institutional form, weaker and weaker.

The movement that we need doesn’t look like a carbon copy from the past, nor
is there a “scientific” program of revolution that we can adhere too. We are entering
into territory that is new and different from any other time in history.

What we do know is that we need a dynamic, fighting, and combative move-
ment. We need networks of defense, support, and offensive capacity that can not
only fight in the struggles that lay all around us but can begin to build new worlds.

The Left, as defined by the ‘rules’ of social change and revolution and put for-
ward by everyone from Marxist-Leninists to Bernie-Bros to bumper sticker liberals
is over.

We are the ones in the street. We are the ones who are taking action. From
indigenous warriors, anti-fascist fighters, black liberation militants, and anarchist
revolutionaries, we are all part of a growing force that is building something new.

And we are the ones that will set the course of our own destiny, and out of this
nightmare once and for all.
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marches,topeacefulprayervigils,toattacksonbanks.Inthewakeofviolent
clashesbetweenwaterprotectors,police,andDAPLsecurity,themovementex-
plodedasprotectorswereseenheroicallyriskingtheirlivesonthefrontlines.Cur-
rently,thousandsarestillstreamingintoStandingRock.

LiberalsandLeftistsclaimthatconfrontationalactionsscaresawaypeoplefrom
gettinginvolved.Butwefindtheoppositetobetrue.Whenpeopleseeastruggleis
real;whenthereisskininthegame,somethingtofightfor,andpeopleareputting
theirbodiesontheline,theyoftencomeoutindroves.Itissymbolicandlegalistic
protestwhichispointlessanddoesn’tworkandendsupturningmanypeopleaway.

Self-DefenseIsNottheSameThingAsFascism
FascismaimsatcreatinganauthoritarianStateandtodoso,itmustcrushit’sene-
miesinordertobuildupitspower.Ifwearetostopthem,we’regoingtohaveto
shutthemdownandsmashthemoffthestreets,givingthemnoplatformandno
quarter.

Butasthefar-Righthasgrownasareactionaryinsurgencyinthewakeofthe
BlackLivesMattermovementaswellasbecomingaauxiliaryforcewithinthe
Trumpcampaign,liberalsandsomeofthosewithintheLefthaverepeatedaflurry
ofidioticstatementsaboutthosewhoriskeverythingtoconfrontfascism.

Overall,liberalsarguethattouseviolenceagainstfascism,ortoshutdown
fascistsandgivethemnoplatform,isactuallyjustasbadaswhatthefascistsdo–
infact,it’sthe‘realfascism.’

Wethinkthatinrealitythetotaloppositeistrue.Sincetheelection,hundreds
ofhatecrimeshavetakenplace,asTrump’swinhasemboldentheautonomous
far-Rightlikeneverbefore.InthewakeofattacksonpeopleacrosstheUS,that
anti-fascistpositionthatcombativeandmilitantactionagainstfascistsisinfactcom-
munityself-defense–hasneverbeenstronger.

Ifyoudon’twantfascism,you’regoingtohavetofightagainstit.Period.Those
thattakeonthisfightarefightinginself-defense,andthosetakingrisksdeserve
oursupport.

Amovementthatsellsoutthosethatfighttodefenditarenotworthyofthe
name.

WeNeedASocialRevolution
Thepolitical,ecological,andeconomicforcesandcrisesaimedagainstusmeans
thattimeisnotonourside.TheStatecontinuestobecomemoreandmorerepres-
sive.Theecologicalsituation,moreandmoredire.Theeconomycontinuestomake
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OnWednesday,December7thatTexasA&MUniversity,asFBIagentsmon-
itoredhundredsofprotestersfromthetopsofroofs,heavilyarmedriotpolice
clashedwithdemonstratorsbentondisruptingandshuttingdownaneventorga-
nizedbyPrestonWiginton,a51yearoldformerstudentofthecampusandlong
timewhitesupremacist.TheeventfeaturedatalkbyRichardSpencer,aleading
ideologuewithinthegrowing“Alt-Right,”whichattemptstore-brandfascist,Neo-
Nazi,andwhitenationalistideasforthemillennialgenerationinordertocreatean
all-whitefascist“ethno-state.”

Theclashesthateruptedonthecampusarejustthelatestinastringofgrowing
confrontationsbetweenautonomousrevolutionariesandtheracistfar-Rightwhich
isactingasanauxiliaryforceoftheTrumpregimewhileattemptingtopushit
farthertotheright.Suddenly,anarchistsandantifa,whohavebeendemonized
andsidelinedbythewiderLefthavebeenhearingfromliberalsandLeftists,“you’ve
beenrightallalong.”Butwhilerevolutionaryanarchistideasarestartingtohave
abroadercurrency,manyofthethingsthatpeoplearestartingtopickupon,we
havebeensayingforyears.

Andthestakesareonlygettinghigher.Far-Rightforcesaregrowing,bothhere
intheUnitedStatesandaroundtheworld,buttheyaregrowinginthecontextofa
drasticfailureofbothneoliberalismandsocialistandLeftpartieswhichgrewoutof
socialmovementslikeSyrizaandPodemos.Allofthisplusthecontinuingfallout
ofarestructuredeconomythathasleftbehindliterallybillionsofpeople.Moreover,
industrialproductionandextractionofresourceswhichpropelsthissystemforward
hascontinuedtolaunchitselfintooverdrive.Thisyearmarkedahorrificturning
point,asweofficiallyhitthe400partspermillioncarbonmilestone.Now,many
scientistsandevengovernmentinstitutionsarepredictingdrasticclimatechangein
ourlifetimesasunavoidableandweatherpatternsarecurrentlyalreadychanging
rapidly.Revolution,inthesensethateverythingwillbeturnedupsidedown,is
inevitable.Thequestionis,whatkindofrevolutionwillitbe?

Asecologicalapocalypseliesonthehorizon,allothersignspointtowardsthe
continuedgrowthofthewealthgap,inequalityinallaspects,andincreasinginse-
curityandprecarityforworkersandthepoor.Thisisastrueinurbancentersas
itisinAppalachia.Onabaselinelevel,wageshavestagnatedorfallen,poverty
andhomelessnesshasgrown,gentrificationrunsrampant,andoverallconditions
havecontinuedtoerodeformanyAmericanswhilethemostwealthyhavegrown
evenricher.Moreover,repressiononthestreetsoftheUScontinuestorampup,
asthegovernmentcontinuestoamassmorepowersofsurveillanceandspying,the
prisonpopulationsoars,policekillonaveragearound3peopleperday,andlaw
enforcementbecomesmoreandmoremilitarized.Inshort,formostpeople,things
aregettingworse,notbetter.

ThecomingtopowerofDonaldTrumponlysignalsanaccelerationofallof
theserealities.Trump’splanincludespushingthroughmoreresourceextraction
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projects, while seeing the finishing of the Dakota Access Pipeline. He has made
it clear that he intends to erode democratic rights and further grow surveillance
powers, while attacking women, queer people, immigrant workers, and Muslims.
These measure will come coupled with broad sweeping attacks on the entire popu-
lation as unions are assaulted, basic social welfare programs are eroded, and wealth
continues to flow out of our hands and into the pockets of the rich.

In the face of all of this, from a growing insurgent far-Right, to the current
ecological collapse, broad attacks on workers, the poor, the environment, and those
most vulnerable, many ask: where is the opposition? The answer is clear as day, but
it isn’t in the halls of power, in the politicians, the leaders of the unions, or in the
big NGOs. Instead it’s in the rioters. The blockaders. The people in ski masks and in
the streets. The ones on the front lines fighting with the cops. The people attacking,
defending, organizing, building, and growing.

We live in a time that is marked by not only increasing crisis and growing reac-
tion, but also in explosive and insurrectionary mass resistance and refusal. At the
same time, as it has never been so clear to so many, the institutional and electoral
Left is utterly and completely, useless.

The crisis we face is not only one of capital or industrial civilization, but that of
its oh-so loyal opposition, the Left.

Perhaps now, you’ll finally start listening.

The State Isn’t Neutral
Government has never been a tool to change people’s lives; it’s always been a force
which organizes them for the interests of the wealthy and powerful.

A State is a collection of hierarchical apparatuses that holds a monopoly of vio-
lence in a given territory and has the ability to enforce its power through policing.
States exist to ensure that the divisions that exist within society don’t make the
overall power structure fall apart. As Prole.Info wrote:

No matter who is in government, government has its own logic. The
fact that this society is divided into classes with opposing interests
means that it is always at risk of tearing itself apart. The government
is there to make sure that doesn’t happen. Whether the government is
a dictatorship or a democracy, it holds all the guns and will use them
against its own population to make sure that we keep going to work.

But liberals paint a much different picture. They instead present a democratic
State as a neutral institution that simply needs enough good people to become in-
volved in it. As someone wrote in After Bern:

There is an immense system of violence and domination in place over
us that keeps the wheels of this system running. While it appears we
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For all the rhetoric of the Sanders campaign, his use of language of
Occupy and Black Lives Matter, both movements that the Democrats
helped to crush under their own heels, there was not a “political revo-
lution.” But moreover, those energized by Sanders are now free to be
led directly into the Democratic Party machine…

We need to build up strong, dynamic, and grassroots organizations, crews, net-
works, and movements from the ground up, not from the top down. These need to
be based in our neighborhoods, workplaces, schools, and communities, not in the
halls of power. We need to find ways to come together to amplify our collective
power and strength, not piss it away in votes.

We need fighting movements with teeth, not pathetic attempts at taking a seat
at the table of power.

Disruptive and Confrontational Action Brings Peo-
ple Into Movements and Struggles, Not Push Them
Away
Liberals and much of the Left claim that confrontational tactics hurt us more than
they help, from breaking windows to blocking streets. But in reality, each and
every time this plays out in our communities, it is simply not the case. In fact, con-
frontation and disruption, in other words: physically fighting, brings more people
in than sign holding or writing letters to the editor ever did. If anything, the wet
blanket and attempts to control things by protest managers and liberals kills social
movements, not combative actions which can be disruptive and at times violent.

We see this playing out in every social struggle and movement. The riots, block-
ades, and clashes with the police in Occupy Oakland grew the size and scale of the
movement, and were themselves informed by the Oscar Grant riots and students
occupations of several years prior.

The Ferguson Insurrection inspired youth across the country and led to other
uprisings and rebellions which pulled in tens of thousands. Despite “leaders” within
the Black Lives Matter movement attempting to endorse the Democrats, channel
the movement back into politics, and reduce it to simple reforms, the movement
continues to evolve and remain combative and disruptive over a period of several
years.

The national #PrisonStrike which was coordinated by inside grassroots prison-
ers organizations and outside supporting groups, was kicked off by waves of violent
riots, uprisings, and clashes with guards.

In the struggle against the Dakota Access Pipeline, a wide range of tactics have
been used to defeat the project, from arson attacks against equipment, to mass
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doesnotneed,nordoesitfeedclassstruggle,excepttotheextentthat
itmightbeabletotakeadvantageofthesacrificesofmilitantsinorder
todeclareitselfaproperrepresentativeofasocialmovementitdidnot
create.

Thispast8yearswe’veseenawidevarietyofsocialmovementsriseandfall,
alltoberecuperatedandcastasidebyelectoralismandcrushedbytheState.Af-
tertheeconomiccrisishit,wesawthespreadofoccupationsofcollegecampuses
andtheexplosionoftheOccupyMovement.Obama,withthehelpofHomeland
Security,fusioncenters,andacollusionoflocalpolicedepartments,crushedthe
encampmentsinawaveofviolentrepression.

Severalyearslater,wesawtheexplosionoftheFergusonInsurrection,which
thenquicklyspreadtoBaltimore,Oakland,Charlotte,Milwaukee,andelsewhere.
Othermassstruggles,movements,andupheavalssoonfollowed,fromthe#Prison-
Strike,to#NoDAPL,tothemassdisruptionsandriotsthatfollowedtheelectionof
DonaldTrump.Again,ScottJay:

[T]hereareyoungpeoplearoundthecountrywhohaverisenupin
rebellionagainstthepolicekillingthemoverthelastfewyears.They
probablydidnotbothertoaskthemselveswhethertheiractionswere
goingtohurttheDemocrats’chancesingettingreelected.Theyare
livingincompletelydifferentworlds,onewherepeoplefightfortheir
livesagainstasystemtryingtodestroythem,anotherwherepeople
drawupblueprintsfornationalorganizationswithnodiscussionas
towhoisactuallygoingtobuildthething.Theyouthinthestreets
havebeenlessconcernedaboutballotaccessandmoreconcernedabout
challengingthesystemthatistryingtokillthem.

Butinallofthesestruggles,theirlogicalandethicalconclusionscomenot
throughpolitics,theelectionofapolitician,orthroughtheState–butinanin-
surrectionandoverthrowingofthesesystemsofpower,exploitation,andpolicing.

Inallelectoralcampaigns,weseetheoppositegrowingofwhatisneededhow-
ever.AsAfterBerncommented:

AcrosstheUnitedStates,theSanderscampaignhasraisedover$207
milliondollars.Peopleknockedondoors,theyputupstickers,they
organizedrallies,andtheymadephonecalls.
Whatifwehadputallofthat[wasted]time,energy,andorganization
inbuildingsomethingthatwasn’tbasedaroundelectingapolitician?
Whatifweputthattime,energy,organization,andhundredsofmil-
lionsofdollarsintobuildingorganizationsthatcanfight,win,andseize
land?
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haveahandinshapingourlives,inrealitythereareclearsystemsof
controlandmanagementinplacetomakesurethattheoverallstruc-
tureofthissocietyisnotthreatened.Nomatterwhoiselected,nomat-
terwhatpoliticalpartyyoujoin,theappearanceofpopularcontrol,of
democracy,isatotalillusion.

ButaStateisn’taneutralcomingtogetherofhuman-beings;itisinsteadan
instrumentofcolonialandclassdictatorship.ThisishowtheAmericanStatehas
alwaysbeenorganized:

Americaisasettlernationcreatedoutofcoloniesmanagedbyimperial
powers.Asoneofourfoundingfathers,JohnJayputit,“Thepeople
whoownthecountryoughttogovernit.”

Thereasonsthateverydayworking-classandpoorpeoplecan’tgetaheadin
politicsisnotbecausenotenoughpeopledon’tgetinvolvedinchangingorpar-
ticipatingwithintheState,butbecausethepeoplethatrunthisgovernmenthave
investedinterestinkeepingthestatus-quo.Thishasnotbeenmadeanymoreclear
thanwiththeelectionofDonaldTrump,astheentiretyofthepoliticalclasslines
uptoworkwithabillionaireproto-fascistinordertopreservethesocialpeace.

TheStateisdesignedtoensurethetheabilitytogovernandpoliceaterritory
throughforceandviolencefortheinterestofthoseinpower;itisnotameansin
whichourlivescanbechangedforthebetter.

ElectoralismDoesn’tLeadToSocialChange
Thebeliefthattheballotboxisthesinglebestwaytonotonlycreatechange,but
alsoholdontogainsmadebyeverydaypeopleisacompletesham.Itisalsoahall-
markofliberalismandmuchoftheLeft.Democracyissimplythewindowdressings
weusetocoverthedictatorshipofeverydaylife.AsScottCampbellwroteinTrump-
ingFear,FindingSafetyinResistance:

WithtensofmillionsfeelingburnedbyTrump’selection,andmost
ofthosenotresonatingwiththeslowerdeathofferedbyClinton,crit-
icismsoftheelectoralsystemarerunningrampant:theconvoluted
primarysystem,thecorruptionoftheDemocraticNationalCommit-
tee,theanachronismoftheElectoralCollege,etc.Yettheseobjections
seekonlyameliorativechange,takingthecurrentconstructofgover-
nanceasagiven.
Ratherthanpointingtospecificflawswithinanoppressiveframework,
itismoreconstructivetoacknowledgethatthesystemactuallyworked
asdesignedandprovidedvoterswilltwophysicalrepresentationsof
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the core tenets of the United States. On one side was the neoliberal
imperialist and on the other themisogynistic white supremacist. As the
saying goes, “No matter who you vote for, they win.” The source of our
discontent, dispossession and death cannot be resolved at the ballot box.
Social constructs of race and gender cannot be voted out of existence
any more than capitalism can be undone with the flick of a pen. Third
parties are nothingmore than the system’s pressure valves, designed to
channel dissenting energies into the electoral process where they can
be rendered non-threatening.
The illusion of choice and agency inherent in voting are rather acts
of disempowerment and surrender. Now that the disillusionment is
spreading, the opportunity is available to further ingrain this electoral
dissatisfaction and offer alternative proposals for social functioning
before the system has its next go at recuperation in two years when,
“We’ve got to take back the House…” Part of this is to challenge narra-
tives around voting, to counter the myth that the civil rights and Black
Power movements were about the right to vote, that democracy is the
highest expression of human organization and freedom, and to under-
mine the psychic weight and value that voting carries in this society.
To vote or not vote is not the issue, rather it is to de-reify voting and
properly situate it in our current context while suggesting that the real
work happens everywhere except at the ballot box.
If it didn’t have such real consequences, from a step back electoral pol-
itics would be laughably absurd. The notion of selecting one person to
rule over 320 million people based on the fact they all reside in a sin-
gle, arbitrary territorial configuration is antiquated, incoherent with
the current world system and dictatorially unrepresentative.

As Scott Jay writes:

Electoral strategies always seem to focus on funding and promoting
themselves, with just enough lip service to give them a gloss of social
movement relevance, but not much more. Instead of being a launching
point for social struggles, electoralism has been a one-trick ponywhose
only concrete strategies feed directly back into itself and not into some-
thing greater. Rather than providing a strategy for propelling social
movements, it is almost exclusively a justification for its own continu-
ance. In the context of a country dominated by two parties, this often
means at some level feeding back into the Democratic Party, reluctant
to harm the only game in town.

Nowhere does this become more clear than with the campaign of Bernie
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Sanders, as it was used to march millions of young, poor, and working-class
voters back into the arms of the Democratic Party after 8 years of being betrayed
by a President who ran on “hope” and “change,” but delivered the opposite.
After Sanders was purposely destroyed by the DNC, he then turned around and
campaigned for Clinton, and has now even embraced working with Trump.

Regardless, most people in the United States wanted nothing to do with the
election and didn’t even bother to vote. As the blog,Where the River Frowns pointed
out:

Estimates indicate that 128.8 million people voted in Tuesday’s Presi-
dential election, which is 55.6% of the voting-eligible population. How-
ever, if people who are typically overlooked for reasons of age and
felony status are included, the percentage drops to only 39.6% of the to-
tal U.S. population having voted. Of those who voted, 59 million voted
for thewinner–amere 18.2% of the total population. According to a sur-
vey from the PEW Research Institute from late October, of those who
support a particular candidate, only 55% or 56% “strongly support” their
candidate of choice. This brings the proportion of the U.S. population
who strongly support the President-elect to 10.2%.

Moreover, whether in the Civil Rights or Labor movement, it was rioting, occu-
pations, and mass resistance and disruption that forced the State to grant conces-
sions, not the slow, long march through the institutions. Furthermore, the demo-
cratic process has only allowed rights, living standards, and better conditions to
slowly be whittled away by more powerful forces backed by the State itself. In
short, undemocratic means forced the hand of the State, while over the decades as
struggle receded back into politics, these gains were lost.

What this means is exactly what anarchists have been saying all along. That not
only does the electoral path not lead to social change, to say nothing of ‘revolution’ –
but overall, the vast majority of Americans reject the “democratic” two-party sham
that most liberals and the Left cling to or think they can create an alternative to
within its confines.

We Need to Build a Movement Outside of Political Parties and
Politics
Electoral politics feeds off of grassroots social movements and struggles, not into
them. As Scott Jay wrote:

[E]lectoral activism feeds into electoral activism. It relies on itself to
further itself. It attracts people who are attracted to electoral politics
and generally does not attract people engaging in class struggle. It


