01-01-¢c0¢

MoAYS 99

Isnqy
JO 1x21u0)) Y} Se judwdenjuy

& 9ARYT Isn[ Ay, J uo( AYM

19U dnasLI@IATYOIe-}STYOTRUE - S10°9ATYITR-]STYDIRUR

SATYDIY ISIYdIRUY






JX9]U0J JAISNE Y] JO 2INJBIJ B A[UTRIIID 31 _[j Y] I9)Je AB]S SUOAUE p[nom Aym
st 03 NOA pes] pue NOA YOOI A[[EUOIJOWS Jey} OUS[OIA JAISN]E JO SILI0IS YL, (1)
JAn19A9s s)1 Aq ueyy s1030e] 9say} Aq paure[dxa AJIpear aI1ow are SISNED 1 SULIRY
3} Jery} pue OPIoads-JUapIouT Uey) ISYJeI JATJR[NWND dIe SJOYS S Jey) orposida
uey} 191y)es Suro3uo st sdrysuorie[a1 9AISNGe UT 9JU[OIA JeY} S9JBIIPUI 90UIPIAD STIO]
-ewoure Juejrodur jsow ay[, :[nesse esrsAyd Jo sjuaprour 19130 03 ST 31 uey) (Sunfe;
a3eysoy pue Jurddeupny ax17) 43191 U0 S3IeNE PaFU0T0Id 0] UNYE SIOUW [OIFUOD AL
-I90J JO WA)SAS B SE JN( DOUS[OIA JO SJUIPIOUT [ENPIAIPUL S JOU ISR SIULYP Ie}S
ueAq ‘91T [PUOSId] U] UIWOM GDJUT UIN MOK :]0AIU0)) 24124900 OO ST U]
‘Ajmisn[ pue 9sNOXa 03 UOIFIAUUOD JO SJUIWOW JOTId JO 90UIISIXD 93 asn U}
A31]3 Je1]} [01}U0D JO SO1}OE] JI9A0 dI0W FUIONPOIIUT A]MO[S 210J3q WIITA I UM
satouapuadap pue uoroauuod (30ed prder e je Ua1jo) p[Ing pesjsur Jng ‘pip L3ueIns
a1y} se defs e yjim dIySUOTIe[oI 31} 1B} J0U Op UJO AJT[], "UIAY} 9FBIIA[ 0] MOY] UL
SATIIqRISUINA IIOY} MOUY AU, "SINLINOJSUI 1Y} mouy A9y, ooe[d aures oy} ur
9AT] U2Ad AW pUE DAT[ AU} 2IoUM moud A3U], "ooe[d3IoMm JO/pue ‘A[TUIe] ‘SPUSLI]
S, WmoIA Iy} Yim 11odder pue 3snrj JuedIugs USAD UdJJO Pue UI-Ang Sey U)o
‘[9A9] 2JEWINUL UE UO WIITA JIOY} SMOUY IdSNJe Y], “UIdY} 0} U0 INOA [0IJU0D
01 19mo0d a[)1] sey] pue ‘de[s Joyj0oUE O] UTEWI 0] NOA [9dw0d 0] SUBIW OU SBY] ‘NOA
MO JOU S20p IoFUeI)S ], WA Isnge Ue 0} d[qe[rese suorydo oy} se awes ay)
JOU 9Tk JNesse INOA JO JUWIOW 3y} Ul NoA 0} d[qe[reae suordo a} pue ‘dures Y}
ST Juawow Ienonred e ur 1o1aeyaq juaredde Iray) JT uaAs 9oe] oy} ul noA sdefs 10
no4 synsut pue no4 o3 dn syfem oym Io8uer}s e 0 o[qeredurod jou ST 19snqe Uy

*dIySuOIJe[21 SAISNGE UE SULIO} ey} Josnqe 3} omodws 0}
Iapio ur pajdood pue ‘pauTeI)suod ‘padnpal aIe AUIoUo)ne pue Aousge s WA 3}
Jorym ur Quawrdenus JO 1X31u00 91} ‘AJ,HBQJ ur ‘s1 ]I Inq ‘Inoqge 3I0W Iesy 0] pud]
A31]3 T01ARY2( JUS[OIA JO SJUIPIOUT [BNPIAIPUT ‘DUISIJXS SIOUI U]} S IsNe puelsIopun
o1doad Auely “A[peq noA sjear} oym dUOIWOS aapa] 10 VSUI[eYd ‘ISI1Sa1 03 AJ[Iqe
INOA SjIwI[ Jetf} 1X9JU0D [BUOTIe[I I9pe0Iq © ST J1 :AJpeq noA sjear} 10 noA sjnsur
9UOIWIOS IIAJUSYM A[dUIIS JOU ST 9SNQY "9SnNge UedW A[EIT}EWOINE IOTABY] OIXO0}
IO 2DUD[OTA JO SIJUB)SUI [ENPIAIPUI OP IOU ‘IOTABYQ( JIX0} IO SOUS[OTA JO SIOUB]SUT
[enpIAIpUT AQ PIUTWLIdIAP JOU ST ISNQY “IOYHINJ Aue 910[dXd 9M 910J9( J091I0D }sNUX
am Jey]} asnqe Jo Surpue}sSIdPUNSIW [ejUaWEpUN] © ST Uorsanb smy} jo joor 3y
J3uraea] noyym urede
awIr} pue awr) judtuiear) oyLiroy jdaooe o3 readde swmora asnge op Aym os TayIng
Aue Auedwod 1191} a1eYS 0] PAUIIUI 2 J0U P[NoMm NOA 9oe] a3 ur nok padders 10
98eqred Jo 9091d ssa[UI0M B NOA PI[ED PUE J9313S 9} U0 NoA 03 dn padTem aU0dWOos
J1 e 19V "S[qeurdewun Swads SIdSNAe IY) (M SUTUTEUAI STIOTA ‘9SNge SWIOJ
Jey} 1X2)UO0D [[BISA0 dY} JO SUIPUR]ISISPUN PITWI] B YIIM ‘PIIPUI ‘pUy _;9Aed] Isnl
Aoy 1,uptp Aym  9q 03 swaas Ajuanbaiy uonsanb 351y s ojdoad Auew ‘sdrysuoriefar
JATSTIE UTYIIM SIOUDLIdAX? II9Y} WOIJ [[9} SIOATAINS Jey[} UOTII200 pue ‘Furnydised
‘uorje[ndruet ‘90UI[OTA [eNXIS pue [edISAYd JO SI1I0}S Y} YIIM PIde] UM



but as long as you remain focused only on them you will remain unable to find the
answer to your question.

Put simply: not being able to leave an abusive relationship is a symptom of
being in an abusive relationship, not its cause. An abuse victim is not continuing
to experience abuse because they refuse to leave, the abuse is creating a context
in which the victim unable to leave. There are various tactics, overt and covert,
that can come together to create this context — emotional manipulation, physical
intimidation, social isolation, financial control, control over children, control over
housing, weaponization of the State (ex: threats to report an undocumented victim
to ICE), etc. — and which ones are used frequently and which ones do not even
play a role is unique to both the abuser and their victim. This is why understanding
abuse as an overarching context of entrapment is vital to understanding the situation
abuse victims find themselves captured within.

Additionally, it is important to recognize that not only is leaving an abuser an
extremely difficult task (it takes, on average, 7 attempts for abuse victims to leave
their abuser and remain separated from them) but it is also a highly dangerous
one. Of abuse victims who are murdered by their partners, up to 75% of them are
murdered at or after the moment they leave the relationship. Abusers seek to gain
and maintain control over their victims, and when they see their victim attempting
to escape that control, their response is frequently deadly. “Just leaving” is very
rarely as simple, or as safe, as outside observers would like to believe.

Asking “if they’re being abused why don’t they just leave?” assumes that there
is another reason, usually some personal failing, that causes the victim to stay in
an abusive relationship, but the actual answer to that question is “they don’t leave
because they are being abused.” Indeed, it may be far more productive to begin ask-
ing by the abuser doesn’t leave or allow their victims to leave, because the answer
to that question has a much greater capacity to shed light on the abusive context as
a whole.

The abuser doesn’t leave, or allow their victims to leave, because they are per-
sonally empowered by the abusive context. They mobilize all the resources and
strategies at their disposal to maintain coercive control over their victims because
doing so allows them to extract value for themselves (whether that value is emo-
tional support, sexual satisfaction, domestic labor, or simply the gratification of hav-
ing power over another person) from their victim at the expense of their victim’s
autonomy. They use their intimate knowledge of their victim, outside cooperation
of family, friends, and coworkers, whatever privileges given to them by larger social
systems, and control over material resources to steal that victim’s agency.

Situations of abuse are situations of entrapment. Victims of abuse have their
ability to act reduced, constrained, and coopted by their abuser. It is not a matter
of choice, it is a matter of domination and control that is compounded by a larger
system that both justifies it and supplies structures that make it possible.
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