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tostandinmeaningfulsolidarity.They’reclear-eyedandfearless.Betweenpulls
onacigarette,Callarelaystomehowthepolicewhoarrestedheralldrewtheir
weapons.“Allgunsdrawn.Oneofthemwasshaking,theylookedsoterrified,”she
tellsme,rollinghereyes.Shewas,ofcourse,totallyunarmed.

“AdifferenttimeIgotarrested,theyaskedmeformyfuckingpreferredpro-
nouns.”Webothlaugh.

Ithinkabouttherisks,theconsequencesthatcomewiththeirchoices—criminal
records,societalostracism,evenimprisonment—andyet,theseareriskstheyem-
braceaspartoftheircommitmenttosomethinglargerthanthemselves.They’re
willingtobecriticized,misunderstood,tolosethingstheyoncevaluedforthesake
ofamissiontheyfeelmustbefulfilled.Whentheytalkaboutstandinginsolidarity
withGaza,withtheliberationmovementsoftheworld,itdoesn’tfeellikeahead-
lineoramoralplatitude;itfeelsimmediateandalive,pressingdownintothespace
betweenus.

IthinkofCalla’sintensegaze.I’mleftwithaquestionthat’snolongerhypo-
thetical.

Whatistobedone?
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Eachgenerationmust,outofrelative
obscurity,discoveritsmission,fulfillit,or
betrayit.

—FrantzFanon,ADyingColonialism

Loveisn’taboutwhatwedidyesterday;it’s
aboutwhatwedotodayandtomorrowand
thedayafter.

—GraceLeeBoggs,TheNextAmerican
Revolution:SustainableActivismforthe

Twenty-FirstCentury

ItisnearlyeightydegreesinNewYorkinlateOctober.“Mygod,aren’twe
fucked?”IthinktomyselfasIfindCallaWalshandPaigeBelangerdrinkingcoffee
outsideaMoroccancaféatasmallricketytableontheLowerEastSide.Thepair
looklikeraggedyounghipstersyoumightseeataDIYmetalshowinabasement.
Callaisscrawny,butthereisanunmistakableintensityinhereyes.Paigeinexpli-
cablycarriesthedualityofsomeonewhowouldknityouasweaterorthrowyou
outofahelicopter.

ThetwoareheadingtoValleyStreetJailinNewHampshireonNovember14th
foramonthandahalfstintfortheactiontheyandtwootherstookinNovem-
ber2023.The“MerrimackFour,”astheyarecalled,wereinitiallyhitwithaslewof
felonycharges—conspiracy,criminalmischief,burglary,andmore—thatthreatened
amaximumofthirty-sevenyearsinprison.Theirprotesttemporarilyhaltedopera-
tionsatElbitSystems,Israel’slargestweaponssupplierwhichprovideseighty-five
percentofitsmilitarydronefleetusedagainstPalestiniansinGaza.Luckily,they
struckadeal:sixtydaysincountyjail,asmallvictoryintheirongoingfightagainst
theAmericanarmsindustry’stiestoIsraelioccupation.

I’vewantedtospeaktoCallaforawhile,butjusthappenedtogetluckythat
her“Co-Dee”(co-defendant),asshesayswithasmile,isalsovisitingthecitybefore
lockup.Thepairwerenotabletospeakforoversixmonthsduetoacourtenforced
gagorder,aMcCarthy-eraholdovermeanttodivideanddisruptmilitantleft-wing
actors.Iamshocked.“Dopeopleknowaboutthat?”Iask.Callashakesherhead.

Thegrouphasbeenattimesvilifiedonlinebypeoplefromacrossthepolitical
spectrum.Sometimes,thishasmanifestedincriticismsofyouthfulnaivety,some-
timesasareactiontotheirunapologeticstature,bothontheiractionaswellastheir
politicaloutlook.Ifigurethat’sagoodplacetostartourconversation.

Alex:“Calla,youwere19whenyouparticipatedintheactionagainst
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Elbit Systems. What would you say to people who say you’re a stupid
kid?”
Calla: “The media tends to characterize me as a stupid kid no mat-
ter what I do, so I don’t really care. I’m a stupid kid when it’s con-
venient, I’m an adult facing seven felonies and thirty-seven years in
prison when it’s not. I think some people older than me who ridicule
my age simply feel threatened by my political clarity and experience,
which calls their own frighteningly underdeveloped politics and prac-
tice into question. If I ever become patronizing or disdainful to young
people when I’m older, I hope young people bully and correct me.”

Calla reminds me that, for what it’s worth, the “Merrimack Four” range from
twenty to thirty-three years old.

Calla: “Everyone saw the Twitter conspiracies that we were a gaggle
of teenage girls manipulated by a billionaire’s cult1 into firebombing a
small local Jewish business. These misogynistic, counterinsurgent nar-
ratives attempted to portray the action as illogical or insane to the level
of the Manson Family or Patti Hearst, and they attempted to deprive
me of my own agency over my righteous actions, actions which I will
never renounce or regret.”

Alex: “What about you, Paige? You and I are a little closer in age. Peo-
ple wouldn’t be concerned about you being manipulated or too young.
How did you find yourself here?”
Paige: “I feel like doing this was inevitable. I have always felt an acute
sense that reality as we know it is not the one in which we are meant
to be living. We are all so intensely alienated from nature, from our
own humanity, from life itself. I’ve always imagined a world outside
this inescapable alienation, although I wouldn’t always have framed it
that way. The only time I’ve ever felt like I fit into this world is when I
have been fighting to bring a new one into being.
I could talk about my theoretical evolution…but I think the real an-
swer is less academic. Put simply, it was the only moral thing to do.
Palestinian resistance is the unquestionable vanguard of the global rev-
olution. There was no option but to resist alongside them and halt the

1Calla is here referring to Jim “Fergie” Chambers, a former heir to one the largest family fortunes
in America who sold his stake in Cox Enterprises and initially helped provide monetary support for
left-wing activists. He now lives in Tunisia, where he owns a major stake in a soccer team and seems
generally less interested in American politics.
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and precise strikes against imperial infrastructure. It is far past the time
for vague political education and outreach with no specific end, which
many of these orgs make a top priority.
Political education efforts need to be reoriented towards understanding
the legal mechanisms for state repression and the surveillance capabil-
ities of the empire on revolutionaries. I love reading political theory,
and it’s essential to have revolutionary theory guiding principled polit-
ical organizations, but book clubs are not bringing people closer to
taking the militant action needed to overthrow the fascist state.
We also need to stop appealing to the morality of the oppressors and
seeking to mobilize people towards demanding radical change from
some higher authority. The people have the power, they just need
to remember it.”
Calla: “Above all, we need to believe we can win within our lifetimes.
I feel like there is historical amnesia about the George Floyd Rebel-
lion four years ago, when 25 million people were in the streets, 300
cities/towns were on fire, Trump was in a bunker, and the feds were
running out of tear gas and rubber bullets. The 2020 uprising was a
reminder of the spontaneous, militant, and revolutionary potential of
the masses, that can only be organized and channeled into protracted
struggle if we defeat the counterinsurgency attempting to neutralize
and co-opt us.
I agree with what communist Grace Lee Boggs wrote in her piece ‘Or-
ganization Means Commitment’ about building a revolutionary move-
ment in the imperial core. It’s far more effective to begin to consoli-
date with a few comrades who you’re closely aligned with, than it is
to organize with 100 people with no shared principles or political lines.
Quality over quantity. NGOs and pundits position themselves as the
movement’s leaders because they have the biggest bank accounts and
media platforms — I would caution people about joining NGOs and tail-
ing their lines and tactics, which are usually tailing behind the masses
and the front liners.
If you want to know what the state is really scared of, who is re-
ally threatening their power, then look at who they are repress-
ing the most.”

At the end of our conversation, I’m left in a strange space, somewhere between
admiration and apprehension. They’re unwavering, undeterred in their conviction
that the only moral stance left to take is an uncompromising one—where resis-
tance isn’t softened by fear of mainstream alienation but is sharpened by a desire
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whilesabotageis‘violent.’Propertydamageisnotviolence,and
ifithappensforthepurposeofshuttingdownweaponscompa-
nies,itis,infact,peaceful.

Thestateweaponizesclaimsofviolenceagainstallresistance,athome
orabroad.Wecanseethisinthewayaccusationsofterrorismare
leviedagainstnationalliberationmovementsandthoseinsolidarity
withthem,aswellasthewayspraypaintingamessageonabuilding
orevenbreakingawindowisdistortedas‘violent’protestintheU.S.

Ideally,therewouldbenodistinctionbetweenprotestandsabotage!
‘Protests’wouldnotbethepeace-policed,permittedparadesasthey
arenow,butlegitimatemomentsofupheavalagainstthepowerofthe
state.Probablytheywouldallincludealittlesabotage.Wearepolic-
ingourselveswiththerulingclasses’distorteddefinitionsofwhatis
moral,andinternalizingthesedefinitionsinthewaywecritiquemili-
tanttacticsthatactuallythreatenpower.Iftypicalprotestswereactu-
allyprotests,andnotjustnon-confrontational,toothlessrallies,then
theywouldhaveagenuineroleinthediversityoftacticsneededto
takedowntheempirefromwithin,andmilitancywouldplayarolein
themaswell.Asitstands,sustaineddirectactionhasbeentheonly
thingforcingmaterialconcessionsfromtheempire…likeCambridge
Elbitshuttingdownforgood.”

Alex:So,whatcanpeopledo?Wheredoyouthinkpeopleshould
peopledirecttheirenergy?

Calla:“Everyonecanbeescalating,orbuildingcapacityforescalation.
Therearedifferentrolesforeveryone—organizingthemasses,building
theunderground,makingpropaganda,goingonthefrontlines,feeding
thefrontliners.

FromtheRICOanddomesticterrorismchargesagainstStopCopCity
activists,totheUhuru3’sfreespeechtrial,toSamidoun’s‘terrorist’
designation,clearlyweareenteringanewphaseofcounterinsurgency,
anditismoreimportantthaneverthatthemovementdevelopsastrong
counter-repressionstrategy.Rightnow,thatmeansstudyingupon
historicalcounterinsurgencieslikeMcCarthyism,COINTELPRO,the
GreenScare,andpersecutionoftheHolyLandFoundationFive—and
alsopreparingtacticallyformorerepressiontocome.”

Paige:“Activistsneedtoturntheirattentionawayfrommassorgsthat
counterthethreatofstaterepressionandinfiltrationbytoningdown
theirmilitancyandadvocatingfor‘peaceful,’reformisttactics.Weneed
tostartseeingsmallergroupsoftrustedpeers,carryingoutdeliberate
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supplyoftheweaponsusedtomutilateandmurderthem.Declaring
solidaritywithoutmaterialsupportseemedperformativeatbest,and
counter-revolutionaryatworst.”

PaigeandCallaareveryconsistentintheirviews,andCallaoftensharessimilar
opinionsonsocialmedia.Somepeoplefindtheminflammatory.Thisiswheresome
criticismcomesfrom.

Alex:“Criticsoftenarguethatdirectactionslikevandalismorproperty
damagecanalienatepotentialalliesorharmamovement’scredibility.
Whatdoyouthinkofthosecritiques,especiallyinthecontextofyour
recentaction?”
Calla:“Anyonealienatedbythedismantlingofgenocidalweapons
factoriesisnotsomeoneIwanttobeinamovementwith.Anyone
soscaredabouttheliberalmainstreamopticsofmilitantresistance,
whetherinPalestineorhereintheU.S.,isgoingtobeafriendofcoun-
terinsurgency.
We’veheardthisargumentagainstPalestineActionsabotagetacticsin
favoroforganizingElbitworkersorappealingtotheirconscience…on
theassumptionthattheyhaveanyconscienceleft.Imperialistweapons
companyworkers,regardlessoftheirpersonalbackground,areene-
miesoftheglobalworkingclassandallcolonizedpeople,andwedonot
havetimetocoddletheirmoralitywhentheyareenablingtheslaughter
ofthousandsofPalestinianseveryday.
Icertainlyhavemyowncritiquesofouractionandtheearlyphase
ofPalestineActionUS—Ithinktheintentional/symbolicarrest
tacticshouldbeabandoned,acleardegreeofseparationbetween
“aboveground”and“underground”organizingneedstobemade,and
themovementmustdevelopstrongerdigitalandoperationalsecurity
toeffectivelygoontheoffensive.ButnoneofmycritiquesofPalestine
ActionUShavetodowithregrettingourthrusttowardsmilitancy,
escalation,andattackingtheZionistsupplychain.Ouractionwasto
showsolidaritywiththepeopleofGazainamaterial,notabstract,way
—nottoappealtoweaponsfactoryworkersortotheNewHampshire
masses.”
Paige:“Ithinkweneedtoworrylessaboutalienatingthemovement
andmoreaboutescalatingresistancetofascismandimperialismhereat
home.Theideologicalsplitinthemovementabouttactics,inmyview,
ismoreabouttheaimsofthoseoneithersideofthedivideandless
aboutthetacticsperse.Whatreallydifferentiatesthesetwoconflicting
tendenciesisthatoneseekstorealizesocialismintheimperialcore,
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and rallies primarily about the injustices of capitalism and their effect
on the American proletariat, and the other represents a staunch anti-
imperialist position and seeks to open up a front of resistance against
imperialism at home, in order to stand in actual solidarity with the
national liberation struggles around the world that are casting off the
yoke of the US empire and bringing about a global revolution that frees
everyone from capitalism, imperialism, and fascism.
People need to come to terms with the fact that fascism is, in fact, our
material reality, and that any meaningful resistance to it will be met
with significant political repression. The only way to dismantle a sys-
tem like that is through militant resistance. Any potential ally not will-
ing to face that reality, and would instead critique tactics as alienating
or harming one’s credibility, is not a real ally to the revolution. I under-
stand that there is hesitance to engage in escalatory action in the face
of state repression, but to be reduced to posturing about themoral-
ity or respectability of these tactics in general is only doing the
state’s counterinsurgency for them.”

As we talk, I am thinking about what this last year looked like in American pol-
itics and organization. How hundreds of thousands, if not millions of people took
to the streets, were arrested, and participated in all kinds of actions and material
support for the people of Palestine. How much of that work fell alarmingly flat.

I am thinking about the “Uncommitted National Movement,” a grassroots pro-
Palestinian group, which intensified efforts to influence the Democratic Party’s
stance on the supporting Israel by doing things like convincing over 100,000 voters
in Michigan – approximately 13% of the electorate – to cast ballots for “uncommit-
ted” in the Democratic presidential primary. When delegates from this movement,
who had secured positions at the Democratic National Convention, demanded a
Palestinian speaker at the convention to address their concerns, their request was
denied. Ultimately, they endorsed Kamala Harris, whose policy towards Israel, at
least as of the publishing of this piece, has not materially changed.

Alex: “So what role do you think a typical protest versus something
like sabotage should play in these movements? Do you see one as more
effective than the other?”
Calla: “In any liberation struggle there is a time and place for mass
rallies, for economic boycotts, for political education, for petty vandal-
ism, for sabotage, for urban guerrilla warfare, for all of the above. A
diversity of tactics only works, though, if we are building our capacity
to inflict material blows on our enemy and win the ultimate victory.
Fanon said that colonialism ‘will only yield when confronted with
greater violence.’ Fanon’s statement is confirmed by the international
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failure of a year of mass rallies fetishizing ‘non-violence’ and coopera-
tion with police. Around-the-clock rallies and days of action with no
escalation have become a demobilizing force: they serve as a pressure
release for people’s pent-up anger and energy, and then people go
home, usually only having yelled at an empty building and listened to
speeches saying what everyone there already knows and agrees with.

I see a defeatist tendency coming from some people in the imperial
core who think that we are exempt from taking part in the resistance,
that people in the Global South should be doing all the dying, that the
only thing we can do is passively voice our outrage and appeal to the
non-existent morality of the oppressors. We cannot afford to be de-
featist, but we should look at what has worked and what hasn’t, be
honest about our errors, and strategize how to correct these errors and
escalate.”

Alex: “So, what works?”

Calla: “Direct action, community organizing, confrontation with
the police, and secondary/tertiary targeting successfully shut down
the first Elbit facility in the US in my hometown of Cambridge,
Massachusetts. Two of us are still facing charges there, but everyone
else’s charges have been dropped.

Through sabotage and property damage tactics, Palestine Action UK
has permanently shut down several Elbit facilities and forced investors
– most recently Barclays – to divest. In Atlanta, the united front against
fascist state repression, the mass orgs’ general non-disavowal of mili-
tants, the deepening of clandestine tendencies, and militants’ contin-
ued attacks on police and surveillance infrastructure appear to have
kept organization from disintegrating there in the face of extreme coun-
terinsurgency.

And even if Cop City is built, the slogan of the movement there is, ‘If
you build it, we will burn it.’ The struggle went far beyond the initial
goal of shutting down a brick-and-mortar facility - Stop Cop City can
be understood as a framework for people’s war against the police state.
Similarly, even if the university encampments did not win divestment,
they did radicalize tens of thousands of people and give them front-
line experience. Each of these experiences have created new layers of
militants and led to qualitative leaps in our long-term strategy.”

Paige: “The fact that there is a distinction at all between protest and
sabotage is based on arbitrary conceptions of what is ‘violent’ and ‘non-
violent.’ Typical protests are upheld as ‘non-violent’ and ‘peaceful,’


