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whenthepracticesofappropriationandtheextensionofautonomyovertheterri-
torymassivelyimposeanewbalanceofpower.Untilthatmoment,it’sprobable
thatitwillinsteadbe–as,forexample,whathappensinthelocalandregional
proposalsofasocalled“citizenshipincome”–anotherpassageinthefragmenta-
tionoftheCommonandinthehierarchyoftheforms-of-life.Moreover,asthe
autonomousexperiencesofthe’60sand’70shavetaughtus,itisonlywhenwe
areeffectivelycapableofputtingourverylivesinCommon,ofriskingtheminthe
struggle,thatanyegalitarianvindicationhassense.Inourhistory,therehasnever
beenaneconomicvindicationthatwasn’timmediatelypolitical:iffactorywork-
erssaid“moresalaryforall”tomean“morepowertoall”,today“incomeforall”
means“powersharedbyall”.Assingularitiesthathavechosentobeonthesubver-
siveside,wemusthavethecouragetoconstructandsharetheCommonaboveall
amongourselves.Thisiswhatwillmakeusstrong.

Thesis20
Anewsentimentaleducationisincourseintherebelcommunities,it’sinvention
andit’smicrophysicalexperimentationisontheagendaofeverytruerevolutionary
experiencethatfightsagainsttheEmpiretoday.Onecannotspeakoffriendship,of
love,ofbrotherhoodandsisterhood,ifnotasapartinsidethestrategicadvancement
oftheinsurrectionagainstbiopowerandfortheCommon.Inthesamemomentin
whichafriendshipcomestoexist,thatalovebecomesaforceoftheCommon,ora
gangconstitutesitselftofightdominion,theirenemyappearsonthehorizon.The
destructionofthecapitalistmetropoliscanonlybethefruitofanirreduciblelove,
oftheCommoneffortofallthesingularitiesthatwillriseupwithjoyagainstthe
priestsofsufferingandthehiredthugspostedtodefendtheTowersofcommand.
Thecommunism-that-comeswillbegeneratedbytheforms-of-lifeofthemultitudes
thatwillhavechosenthepartyoftheCommonagainstbiopower.

MakePlans.BeReady.
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Thesis1
Wedefinethemetropolisasthecompactgroupofterritoriesandheterogeneous
devicescrossedineverypointbyadisjunctivesynthesis;thereisnotanypointof
themetropolis,infact,wherecommandandresistance,dominionandsabotageare
notpresentatthesametime.Anantagonisticprocessbetweentwoparts,whose
relationconsistsinenmity,totallyinnervatesthemetropolis.Ononeside,itcon-
sists,truetoit’setymology,intheexercisingofacommandthatisirradiatedon
alltheotherterritories–soeverywhereisofthemetropolis.1Itisthespacein
whichandfromwhichtheintensityandtheconcentrationofdevicesofoppression,
exploitationanddominionexpressthemselvesintheirmaximumdegreeandexten-
sion.Inthemetropolis,thecityandthecountry,modernityandsecondnatures
collapseandend.Inthemetropoliswhereindustry,communicationandspecta-
clemakeaproductivewhole,thegovernment’srequiredjobconsistsinconnecting
andcontrollingthesocialcooperationwhichisatthebasetothenbeabletoextract
surplusvalueusingbiopoliticalinstruments.Ontheotherside,itisawholeofthe
territoriesinwhichaheterogeneousmixofsubversiveforces–singular,Common,
collective–areabletoexpressthetendentiouslymoreorganizedandhorizontal
levelofantagonismagainstcommand.Therearenotplacesandnon-placesinthe
metropolis:thereareterritoriesoccupiedmilitarilybytheimperialforces,territo-
riescontrolledbybiopowerandterritoriesthatenterintoresistance.Sometimes,
veryoften,thesethreetypesofterritoriescrossoneanother,othertimesthelat-
terseparatesitselffromtheothertwoand,inyetotheroccasions,thelastenters
intowaragainstthefirsttwo.TheBanlieueisemblematicofthis“third”territory:
butifeverywhereisofthemetropolis,thenitsalsotruethateverywhereisofthe
Banlieue.2InthemetropolitanextensionofCommonlife,theintensityoftherevo-
lutionaryimaginationofcommunism-to-comelives.

Thesis2
Inthemetropolitanstruggles,thebiopoliticalstrikedefinestheprinciplearticu-
lationoftheattackstrategythattheirreconciliatedforms-of-lifetakeagainstthe
metropolisofcommand.Today,therefusalofworkcannotbeotherthanthere-
fusaltoconcedepiecesoflife,fragmentsofaffectionsandshredsofknowledgeto
cyberneticcapitalism.Today,struggleagainstcapitalismisthedirectremovalof

1IntheoriginalItaliantext“dellametropoli”hereplaysonwhatwouldusuallybe“nellametropoli”
orliterally“inthemetropolis”.Takinganalternateapproach,thesensecouldalsoberenderedinEnglish
using“belongstothemetropolis”.

2InreferencetotheminoritydensesuburbsofParis,whereoverthelastfewyearsnumerousvolatile
situationshavesystematicallyerupted.
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bodies from exploitation and attacking revenue, guerrilla warfare against gentrifica-
tion and violent appropriation of the Common, sabotage of the control devices and
destabilization of political and social representation. Likewise, and just as direct, is
the wild experimentation in the forms-of-life, liberation of affections, construction
of communities, inoculation of happiness and dynamic expansion of desires. Just
as bodies – in as much singularity as in population – are the target of the biopo-
litical police and exploitation, it is only starting from the singularity of bodies that
every human, biopolitical, general strike against the metropolis starts: it is in the
singularity as form-of-life that holds the Ungovernability that resists biopower.

Capitalist initiative can be anticipated, at least if diffused singular refusal is
accompanied by the decision to build a metropolitan organization of autonomous
groups able to bring the rebel forms-of-life to become an insurgent multitude.
When singularities rise up as a Common body, the Ungovernable can become
revolutionary process.

Thesis 3
The blocking tactic is essential to the effectiveness of the biopolitical strike when
it is seriously done in the metropolis, which is to say when it exceeds specificity
and extends everywhere as a paralysis of control, a circulation block, a counterbe-
havioral virus, a suspension of production and reproduction, an interruption of the
communication factory. In other words: impeding the normal course of capitalist
valorization. Through blocks it is possible to recognize the generalized nature of the
biopolitical strike. The piqueteros of Buenos Aires3 and the insurgence against the
CPE in France4highlighted the force and the capacity of organization. Blocks are
material signs of the secession of capital and biopower. Every metropolitan block
opens other roads, other passages, other lives: the metropolitan block is necessary
for the construction and the defense of the exodus.

Thesis 4
Sabotage responds to the necessity of unifying government destabilization to com-
mand deconstruction and thus reinforces the metropolitan blocks. It intervenes on
different levels in metropolitan life: from the anonymous singularity that slows the
rhythm of value production-circulation to the punctual and devastating interven-
tion of a declared conflict. In the first case, it is a spontaneous, diffused, anti-work

3The piquiteros movement was an important factor in the post-economic collapse of Argentina in
2001. The english picket line was adopted but with an additional emphasis on the impermeability of the
block.

4idem
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Thesis 17
Just as capitalist revenue parasitically exploits metropolitan social cooperation, pol-
itics coincides with the parasitic revenue of the government on the multitude’s
forms-of-life: violent or “democratic” extortion of consensus, the privately public
use of the Common, and the abusive exercise of an empty sovereignty over society
are the ways that political revenue fattens itself in the shade of the global capital
skyscrapers. In the metropolis, only the political remains as a possibility of exer-
cising the Common and multitudinarian deadline for its appropriation. One should
never do some politics, if to reach the “point of no return”. Politics are always a
form of government. The political is, sometimes, revolutionary.

Thesis 18
The biopolitical metropolis is administrated exclusively using governance. Social
movements, autonomous forces and all those who truly have the desire to subvert
the status quo understand that when a struggle begins one should never commit
the fatal error of going straight to negotiate with governace, sit at it’s “tables”, ac-
cept its forms of corruption and thus become its hostage. On the contrary, it is
necessary right from the beginning to impose the battleground, the deadlines and
even the modality of struggle on governance. Only when the balance of power is
overturned in favor of the metropolitan autonomy will it be possible to negotiate
governance’s surrender while standing up, on solid legs. The extraordinary insur-
gence of Copenhagen11 demonstrates that which is possible, if only one has the
courage to take the initiative and persevere as oneself.

Thesis 19
In themetropolis, just as work has become superfluous, paradoxically, everyone has
to work all the time, intensively, from the cradle to the grave and maybe beyond;
evidently the compulsion to work is evermore obviously a political obligation in-
flicted upon the population so they will be docile and obedient, serially productive
of goods and individually occupied in the production in and of themselves as im-
perial subjects. We vindicate the refusal of work and the creation of other forms
of production and reproduction of life that are not burdened under salary’s yoke,
that are not even linguistically definable by capital, that start and finish with and in
the Common. Guaranteed metropolitan income can become a Common fact only

11A reference to the campaign of resistance to the eviction of the Ungerdomshuset collective house
in Copenhagen.
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HeredisciplinedoesnotmeanotherthantheCommonorganizationofindiscipline.
Theform-of-organizationistheplaneofconsistencyonwhichindividualsandmul-
titudes,affectionsandperceptions,reproductiontoolsanddesires,gangsoffriends
andindocileartists,armsandknowledge,lovesandsadnessescirculate:amulti-
tudeoffluxesthatenterinapoliticalcompositionthatpermitseveryone’spower
togrowwhile,atthesametime,diminishesthatoftheadversary.

Thesis15

Inthemetropolis,individualsareonlythebodilyreflectionofbiopower,whereas
singularitiesaretheonlylivingpresencescapableofbecoming.Singularitieslove
andhatewhileindividualsareunabletolivethesepassionsifnotthroughthemedia-
tionofthespectacleinsuchawaythattheyaregovernedanneutralizedevenbefore
beingabletoarrivetothepresence.Theindividualisthebaseunitforbiopower
whereasthesingularityistheminimumunitfromwhicheverypracticeofliberty
canbegin.Theindividualistheenemyofthesingularity.Thesingularityisthe
mostCommonwecanbe.

Thesis16

Themomenthascometoputthecategoryof“citizenship”,theheredityofanurban
modernitythatdoesn’texistinanywhere,intodiscussion.Inthemetropolis,being
acitizenmeanssimplyreenteringinthebiopoliticaljobofgovernmentability,sec-
ondingthe“legality”ofaState,ofaNationandofaRepublicthatdoesn’texistif
notonlyasganglionoftheEmpire’sorganizedrepression.Thesingularityexceeds
citizenship.Vindicatingone’sownsingularityagainstcitizenshipisthesloganthat,
forexample,migrantswritedailywiththeirbloodontheMediterraneancoasts,in
theCPTinrevolt,9onthewallofsteelthatdividesTijuanafromSanDiegooron
themembraneoffleshandcementthatseparatestheRombidonvilles10fromthe
shamefullysparklingCityCenter.Citizenshiphasbecometheawardforfaithful
allegiancetotheimperialorder.Thesingularity,assoonasitcan,happilydoes
withoutit.Onlythesingularitycandestroythewalls,borders,membranesand
limitsconstructedastheinfrastructureofdominionbybiopower.

9CentrodiPermanenzaTemporanea”litteralytranslatedwouldbe“Temporarystaycenter”which
isquitemisleading:CPTareprisonstructuresusedtoholdpeoplecaughtwithoutstaypermits,usually
destinedfordeportation.

10Abidonvilleisasmallarea,usuallyinabandonedareasofacity,whereamigrantRompopulation
lives,quitesimilartomigrantcampsfoundintheUS.
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behavior,intheseconditissubversiveintelligencethatdiagonallyinterruptscon-
flictmediationinthegovernmentability.Thesubversivescienceofthemetropolis
isthereforealsodefinedasthescienceofsabotage.

Thesis5

Whenthebiopoliticalstrike,sabotageandblockingconvergethepresuppositions
formetropolitanrevoltarecreatedbetweenthem.Metropolitaninsurrectionbe-
comespossiblewhenthechainingtogetherofspecificstrugglesandtheaccumu-
lationofrevoltsmakeacomprehensivestrategythathits(orovertakes)territories,
existences,machinesanddevices.

Thesis6

Socialcenters,5liberatedspaces,housesandcommunizedterritories,shouldbeto
thepoliticalcritiqueofthemultitudesandtransformedintonewMutualAidSo-
cieties.Justasbetweenthe18thand19thcenturies,theseterritorialaggregations
couldprovidenotonlysolidaritybetweenindividuals,mutualitybetweenforms-of-
lifeandorganizationforbothspecificandgeneralstruggles,butalsotothesingu-
larity’sandthecommunity’stextureofconscienceinthattheyarebothoppressed
andexploited.TheCommon,asapoliticalact,isthereforebornasaprocessin
whichthefriendshipandmutualitybetweenthosewhoaredeprivedtransformsit-
selfintoaresistancecommune.Today,everysocializedspacecanbecomethatplace
inwhichanautonomousorganizationinandagainstthemetropolisiscondensed
fromtheirrebelliousintensity.Temps,workers,gays,students,women,lesbians,
teachers,immigrants,queers,children–everydaysingularitiesmustbeabletorefer
tothesespacestocreaterevolutionaryforms-of-lifeandorganizethemselvesinso
thattheyareunassailablebythebiopoliticalpolice.Commonelements–likemu-
tualaidfunds,minorknowledges,sharedhousing,communitygardensandparks,
autonomousproductionandreproductiontools,passionsandaffections–should
besalvaged,invented,built,andbeavailabletoallthosewhodecidetoenterinto
resistance,onstrike,orinrevolt.Thesumofalloftheseelementswillcompose,
territorybyterritory,theCommonsofthe21stcentury.

5InItalian,“centrosociale”specificallyreferstotypeofsquat,oroccupiedabandonedspacesthatare
convertedintoself-runcollectiveprojects.Thereareasmanyvariationsasthereareexamplesthrough-
outItalianterritory,includingconcerthalls,libraries,restaurants,pubs,etc..
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Thesis 7
The only security to which non submissive forms-of-life aspire is the end of op-
pression and exploitation. The material and ethical poverty that the biopower con-
strains millions of men and women to is the source of the insecurity that reigns in
the metropolis and governs over the population. Against this, we can’t fall into the
loophole of asking for rights, which means more government and therefore non-
liberty: the only Common law is created and determined through its revolutionary
exercise. Every desire, every need that the forms-of-life of the multitudes are able
to express are in their right. In doing so, they lay the law.6

Thesis 8
Without rupture there is no possibility of bringing the escape routes beyond com-
mand. Every rupture corresponds to a declaration of war by the rebel forms-of-life
against the metropolitan Empire: remember Genoa 2001.7 In the metropolis, an
asymmetry between biopower and forms-of- life rules, but it is exactly this asym-
metry that can become a fundamental weapon in metropolitan guerrilla warfare:
the impact between forms-of-life and command creates an excess and, when it is
expressed with force and strength, can become revolutionary organization of Com-
mon life.

Thesis 9
In the metropolis, the articulation and the linking of different forces and not medi-
ation is what pushes their intensity to drive the game of subversive alliances. The
construction and the effectuation of the Rostock revolt, against 2007’s G8, showed
the potency of this “game8.” Autonomy, as a strategic indication for the succession
from biopower, means the political metropolitan composition of all of the becoming-
minor into a becoming-Common, a horizontal proliferation of counter-behaviors
dislocated on a single plane of consistence without ever producing a transcendent
unit. In the metropolis there is no revolutionary Subject: there is a plane of consis-
tence of subversion that brings each singularity to choose it’s part.

6The Italian “diritto” has the double meaning of both “right” (as in a civil right) and “law”. Obviously,
law here is not intended to mean some legal procedure but what could be called a Common right.

7The mobilizations against the G8 summit of 2001 in Genoa.
8The Rostock demonstrations were characterized by a veritable mixing of the plurality of variated

groups, and the adopting a much more fluid form in respect the usual “bloc” formations. The result
was a colorful mass of different tactical expressions that was extremely difficult for the law enforcement
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Thesis 10
he important part of every social metropolitan movement is found in the excess
which it produces.

Thesis 11
Without a shared language, there is never any possibility of sharing any sort of
wealth. Common language is constructed only in and by struggles.

Thesis 12
One of biggest dangers for the autonomous forms-of-life is indulgence in the tech-
nical separation between life and politics, between managing the existent and sub-
version, between goods and Common use, between enunciation and material truth,
between ethics and blind activism for its own sake. The confusion between what
is Common and what is held in property, in individualism and in cynicism, should
be defeated in practice, which is to say through an ethic of the Common forged in
conflict.

The personal is biopolitical, politics are impersonal.

Thesis 13
Themetropolitan architectures of autonomy are all horizontal. As such, they adhere
to the form-of- organization in all of their constitutive political stances and vice
versa. Those of power, in every form and everywhere it is present, are all vertical
and that is how they separate individuals from the Common. These architectures
are to be deserted, surrounded, neutralized and, when it is possible, attacked and
destroyed. The only possible hierarchy in metropolitan autonomy is in the clash
with dominion.

Thesis 14
The form-of-organization, in the present historical conditions, cannot be other than
the form-of-life. It is non-normative regulation of the Common for the Common.

bodies to counter. Excess, in all of its forms, is the expression a struggle’s truth. What remains after
every struggle is always a Common truth.


