
AnarchistArchive
anarchist-archive.org·anarchist-archive@riseup.net

NotesTowardsaTheoryofthe
Manarchist

RayFilar

2016-01-14



2 7



63

TheManarchististhebestactivist.Heknowsthisinhisheart.TheManarchist
proposesthemostradicalactions,articulatesthemostmeaningfultheories.He
aloneisenlightened.WeallmustreadAdorno,butonlytheManarchistunderstands
himproperly.

TheManarchistloveswomen,andsodoesnotneedtolistentothem.Hispo-
sitionisapoliticsofentitlement,cismaleness,whiteness.Hisvoiceislouder,his
wordstruer.Hisanarchistfutureisinevitable,drawnfrombookswrittenbyother
whitemen.Itisasuperiorvision.Heknowsmoreaboutanygiventopicthanyou,
forhehasadegreeinit.

TotheManarchist,weareallonerace,thehumanrace.TheManarchisthas
aphobiaofidentitypolitics.Hewishespeopleofcolour,feminists,queers,would
stopsplittingtheleft.These‘sour-facedidentitarians’spoilhisfun.TheManarchist
understandsotherpeoples’oppressionsbetterthantheydothemselves(oneofhis
friendsisblack):aftertherevolutionracismwilljustdisappear.Thepoliticsof
whiteworkingclassmenarenotidentitypolitics,theyarethetruestruggle.

SometimestheManarchistisjustlightlyoffensive.Heisaman-baby.Hewishes
youwouldconsiderhisneedsmore.Hecan’tgiveyouemotionalsupportright
now,he’sworkingonanaction.Heassumesyouneedhishelptodopracticaltasks.
Luckily,hebroughthisacousticguitartotheparty.Hewishesyouwouldshave
yourarmpits,justforspecialoccasions.Heisworkingonhiscasualsexism.You
havetoexcusehim,he’sreallyfuckeduprightnow.

‘Bourgeois’istheManarchist’sfavouriteinsult,buttheManarchisthimselfhas
neverbeenbourgeois.TheManarchistlikestofuckshitup.TheManarchistloves
queerultraviolence,andheisalsoabitqueerhimselfbecauseheispolyamorous
(fuckslotsofwomen)andkinky(dominant).TheManarchistknowsthatmarriage
isacapitalistinstitution,sohe’sexploringrelationshipanarchy.Heisthrowingoff
patriarchalconstraintslikeloyalty,responsibility,housework.Hisgirlfriendshave
apropensitytojealousy,whichisnothisfault.They’reparanoid,whichisnothis
fault.Theyrememberthingswrongly.Forsomereasontheywon’tfuckeachother
whilehewatches,whichshowsthelieofwomen’sliberation.

TheManarchistisacommittedfeminist,asheishappytoloudlydeclareon
anyoccasionthathedoesthecleaningup,offerschildcare,ormakesteaforothers.
HoweveroftenwhenunglamorouslabourneedsitturnsoutthattheManarchistis
busywithsomethingveryimportant.TheManarchistpreferstobeatthecentreof
theaction.HewasatMillbank.HewasatG20.HewasatOccupy.He’sahunt
sab.Infacthewasalwaysthere.Wereyouthere?TheManarchistbasksinmale
admiration.Heagreeswithwomenhewantstodate,untiltheysayyes.

TheManarchistknowsthatactivismwasinventedbywhitemen.Ideasarethe
originalworkofpastbros,andhistoryaprocessionofthem.Anarchism,social-
ism,communism,theselabelsdescribeatraditionofmalegenius.Inthepastsome
women(EmmaGoldman,RosaLuxembourg,RosaParks)hadgoodideas.Inthe
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present, women’s good ideas approximate to fascism: safer spaces policies are for
babies, meetings without white men are reverse racism, community accountability
is a witch-hunt. The Manarchist does not see any irony in claiming men are be-
ing witch-hunted. These days it is so hard for a man to even speak without being
silenced.

Though he has barely read them, the Manarchist loves to critique the works of
women, of people of color, of trans people. He has important things to say about
how they could improve. He can explain to you why your campaign is wrong,
philosophically speaking. The revolution is coming, and it will be a massive riot.

The Manarchist’s true face is violence against women, against people who are
not white men. He likes to ‘date girls with ‘issues’, so he can ‘look after them’.
He wants ‘to fuck you while you are sleeping’. He does not see this as rape. He
believes ‘street harassment has nothing to do with rape’. Because he doesn’t believe
in a politics of exclusion, he hangs out with rapists. His friend may have hit his
girlfriend once or twice, but he does really good activism and anyway he regrets it
now.

TheManarchist is a feminist when hewants to fuck. TheManarchist will use the
language of sexual liberation to coerce you into sex. He’ll call himself a feminist
while raping you. He will be assiduous about calling out rape apologists…when
they are women and/or black. He’ll talk about community in the meeting in the
morning and hit you in the evening. He will tell you not to be so stupid. Don’t
slut-shame him.

Do not accuse the Manarchist of sexual assault. Do not accuse him of rape
apologism. What happened to innocent until proven guilty? Women who go to the
police after being raped are capitalist betrayers. If they marry policemen, well, they
deserve violence against them.

The Manarchist’s ‘anarchism’ is hierarchical politics by men who are not in
charge yet. He is white supremacist patriarchy in black bloc. He is not an outlier.
He is in every left social circle, and so are his Manarchist friends. The Manarchist
is a normal guy who dedicates his life to making a better world. If anything, you
are the counter-revolutionary.

Most of us, particularly women, have a story to tell about about the Manarchist.
Yet he is hard to tell stories about. The Manarchist gets away with it. He is popular.
He does practical solidarity work. He is the best activist. He is the best at saying
he is the best.

What distinguishes the Manarchist is that he does not accept that he is one. He
will not listen. Now, he will mansplain to you why you are wrong.

Written by Ray Filar. Based on conversation with/stories from: Mijke Drift, Kirsty
La Rain, Riley Coles, Jasper Jay, Olivia Walker, Linda Stupart, Annette Behrens,
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Toni Mac, Jacob V Joyce, Sophie Lawton, Deborah Grayson, Marta Owczarek, Selin
Yildizoglu, Hannah McStar, Lily Ash Sakula, Abigail Williams.


