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Sinceacoupleofweeks,wehaveheardfrommanyaboutthenecessityofex-
pressingthemselvesregardingwhatis“happeningnowinGaza”.Argumentsthat
seemtoalmostsuggestthatanewwarhasstartedarecommoneveninradicalor
anarchistcircles.SincethebreakoutfromGazatookplace,thePalestinianstrug-
gleforliberationhasbeensufferinginGermanyfrombeingreducedtoHamas’
actions.TheGermanState,politicalparties,andevensometimesourcomrades,are
veryconcernedabouthowfarorcloseonecanbetowardsHamas’ideas.Butvery
littleaboutthehistoricalrootsofanasymmetricwarthathaslastedmorethan70
yearsisbroughtintodiscussionbythesepositions.AnongoingmassacreofPales-
tinianpeoplehasbeenhappeningsincethedaysofBritishcolonialism,assistedby
theestablishmentofanapartheidregimeinanartificiallycreatedsettlersociety.

Today,theneedtocondemnconstructedhorrorstories,evenwhentheyhave
beenalreadydeniedinthehegemonicmedia,stillprevailsinGermany.Instead
oflisteningtovoicesfromPalestineortheirexiledcommunities,thereislittlere-
siliencetotheorientalistdiscoursethatthestateandthemediaarepushing,con-
structingtheimageof“theArab”astheultimateevil.Thisdynamichasbeen
presentinallsocalled“WarsonTerror”since9/11,butitoriginatedlongbefore.
Individualsandcollectives,whohaveneverbeensympathizersofHamas,today
findthemselvesbackedupagainstawall,expectedtofollowthedirectivesofa
whitegermanmovement.FirsttheymustpubliclydeclaretheirdistancefromIs-
lamistideasbeforebeinggiventhespacetospeakabouttheirownpoliticalideas
aboutliberationfromthecolonialandfascistoppressionofIsrael.

ThelevelofviolencedisplayedinBerlininthelastfewweekscannotbeex-
plainedmerelyasareactiontothebreakoutofGaza.Studentscanbeslapped
byateacherinschool,peoplearefacingbrutalpoliceviolenceinthestreets,and
demonstrationsaresystematicallybanned.Althoughanti-Semitismfindsitsgreat-
estexpressionsinthisterritory,andweseeitasourresponsibilitytofightthe
multipleexpressionsofwhitechristiansupremacy–beitAiwagner,AFD,Reichs-
bürgerorothers–theGermanstatedeflectsattentionfromthisbyaccusingothers.
Theideaofimportedanti-SemitismisandremainsawayforGermanytofindanew
demonofhistoryandtopushanti-SemitismfromitselftoPalestineinahistorically
revisionistway.Theresultsareevidenttoday.Withtheusualracistagitation,by
constructingtheideathatPalestiniansareanti-Semiticbynature,theGermanstate
istryingtodivideourclassalongethnicandreligiouslines,asasmokescreenfor
thedivisionbetweenusandthegun-grabberswhoarecurrentlyearningalotof
moneyfromRheinmetallshares.

Inordertosilenceanyresistancetothecomplicitybetweenthegermanstate
andtheIsraelmilitaryanditsZionistauthorities,thewell-knownnarrativeofguilt
isutilized,unfoldingitlikeatransparentmantleoverthepeoplesocializedinthe
territorycontrolledbythegermanstate.

Onlynow,afterover100years⁈
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The sea of contradictions in which war is immersed weighs heavily upon us.
Since over 100 years, we see images of Palestinian people being murdered by colo-
nial forces. Since over 100 years, we see images of Palestinian people being dis-
placed from their own territories. Since the II Oslo Accord in 1995, we have wit-
nessed how the narrative artillery of peacemaking attacks all forms of self-defense
and self-determination, characterizing them as barbaric, zeal-driven, or uncivilized.

We are sick and tired of seeing tons of rubble in Gaza, after decades of bombard-
ments by the Israeli forces. And it is with this feeling that we observe the fences
of the biggest prison in the world being torn down. People in Gaza have been sub-
jected to constant violence, violence which we cannot even imagine being inflicted
upon our own bodies but have normalized for others. After all, normalizing the op-
pression of certain people is a necessity of the colonial capitalist world we still live
in. This beast needs the colonized to remain silent, to passively obey. The german
“left” also loves victims to “care for” to redeem their guilt.

What disturbs some people in Germany today, is not the violence in and of itself,
and not all deaths are equally disturbing. We internalize the valuation of the deaths
we can put faces to, while we do not care about the faceless ones. We accept the fact
that some can mourn for their beloved ones, and bury them, and at the same time
we simply accept the disappearance of thousands and thousands. What disturbs
some people, mostly the ones in power, is the fact that those expected to remain
passive are taking action on a path to liberation, and this is when the system finally
shakes. Through their actions, people in Gaza are forcing us in central Europe, to
stop navel-gazing and to take a position on their reality. Today, people who should
be pursuing the Western developmental ideal, throw in our faces a reality that is at
times difficult for us to understand. This gets us out of our heads, forcing us to leave
the place of those who dictate discourse, who say what is of interest and what is not,
and demands that we draw attention to a reality that we all profit from. Or do we
still think that our well-being and economic stability in this country is independent
of the slaughter of others in the Global South?

For many here, it is a blow to their ego, to be confronted by this reality, to be
exposed as not having a clear stance. Because until today they could have been
indifferent, like some of us were, but no longer. Taking a stance in this genocide
should be easy for anyone. For us it is painful, contradictory, and exhausting, but
necessary. War puts us in the position of not having any ready-made option to
choose, but requires us to build positions of our own, or get sidelined…

Maybe this can be a chance for many to begin to understand what colonialism
means also for people here, for our daily life and praxis, and therefore to walk on
the path of anti-colonial fights.

Facing contradictions while remaining in solidarity.
Despite the contradictions mentioned above, we do not distance ourselves from

our anti-militarist and anti-war convictions. It is clear to us that the war machinery
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and the market of death are never the path to liberation. We learned that the idea
of white supremacist peace, in which only the military of UN-recognized nation
states fights in occupied territories, is not peaceful. It is simply an ignorant idea,
which is intended to take away the space for self-defense by monopolizing violence
on a global scale. All deaths that have happened so far are awful, as are those
happening today. That is why we want a struggle that ensures that no one else dies,
or is marked for death because of their identity, and becomes just another number
in a global statistic.

Andwe know for a fact that the regime’s politics, which are shaped by the Israeli
military and supported by the Palestinian Authority that ruled this land from the
90s on, did not provide any fertile ground to a life in freedom, and wouldn’t do so
in any possible future.

In recent days, the news repeats the position that Germany stands with Israel.
Well the german state might, but we have shown in Sonnenallee, Potsdamer Platz,
O-Platz… that we stand with Palestine.

From West Sahara to the mountains in Chiapas, from Wallmapu to the Kashmir
Valley. From our hearts to Gaza, 48, and theWest Bank, that is to say, to Palestine as
a whole, we embrace self-organization and the self-determination of peoples. We
greet those who are oppressed and rise up for other worlds, and who engage in
dialogue through actions.

We stand side by side with the people facing repression. Let’s join Sonnenallee,
and be in the streets in any way one chooses.

From the river to the sea, Palestine will be free!


