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I reflect on how close I might have come to adopting dangerous beliefs, realiz-
ing that some of my earlier assumptions were naive. This reflection prompts me
to think about how it might shape my future research, especially in terms of avoid-
ing incorrect methods that can echo conspiracy-style thinking. I’'m increasingly
aware of the dangers posed by conspiracy theories and populist rhetoric, and how
similar starting points can lead people down vastly different paths. I truly respect
anyone who stands against these forces, particularly in today’s digital world with
its growing social pressures and constant scrutiny.

There is considerable validation and profit to be gained from embracing syn-
cretic rhetoric in digital spaces. Exploring connections between the far right and
potential left-wing cross-pollination is vital. However, while this research is impor-
tant and can also serve as personal reflection, it must be done objectively—avoiding
the very pattern-seeking and flawed thinking it aims to expose.



UBLIRJLIOYINE 1]} JO UOTIUF002I JUISBIIOUT Ue Sem I0JJe] JUedYIUIIS dUQ 'SO66T
oy} ur wsyaIouAs [edryrjod Jo asir 10 SUIXIW 9} 0} PAIN(LIFU0D SI0JOe] AUR
'soryrjod pue WISIATIOR Jo SUTXTW JE[TWIS B PIJOd[joI sages
-SoWI pue SI[AIS OISNW JO JUIKTUI Y], "WINTUUS[[TU MIU € 0} JISO[D PAYoUT 4121008 S
‘SEapI 259} 03 SAdURULIOJIAd BIpaWIN NI PUR WISTIA0SD JO sI9Ae] Surppe uedaq ‘sis
-0IN3N S yons spueq [eow-}sod oI] ‘SaIuaS 19110 ‘Opedp Sy} UI I9Je “MIJ B dWeu
0} WISIUBLIB}LIOYINE-TJUR PUE WSIORI-[JUE ‘WSI[EJUSWUOIIAUD ‘wWisITejides-jue jnoqe
sodessour oprIsGuoTe ‘smoys Je snojrnbiqn a1om XIqaury Jo ‘Basnep] 98Ieydsi( ‘sserd
1] spueq Jo saydjed 'sonrjod 3S1JO[ pue ISIYoTeUE 0} AUBWI PRONPOIIUT AININIGNS
STY} pUe ‘BId Jey} SULINP S3SAI)UT JISNUW AW PIJEUTWOP 2I0IPILY PUE YOOI yund "ul
POA[OAUT SeM [ S2UDS ISTATIOR AU} 03 [RIJUID pue 1] Awi Jo 1red 31q & Sem oIsny
‘pre[ Sutaq a1om
s30adse onjewa(qoid S3T JO W0S PUe WSTATIOR [edIpel Are1odurajuod 10J SUOT}epUNoj
3} Y10q UM JWIT} B SeM T ‘SJUauraAow [ednyrjod I1opeoiq 10 "WSIAT)O® pUe dISnu
y3noa saouarradxa orjuayine pue Surueaw JuR{eds Ia8euad) e uraq noqe sem 1
‘ouwr 10 "smara Teonrjod Sursoddo usamiaq ‘defraro paaredrad 1o ‘defrono o) pue
seapI oyrads oy} sem JUIISYIP SO6, AU} 9PBUI JEYA\ "OUII} SATIRULIOJ B Sem T ‘A[[edl
-j170d pue Afreuosiad y10q ‘0002 01 S066T-prux 3} woiy porrad ayj uo Juriospay
‘JySux o) uo Aqreroadsa ‘sonrjod wrearisurewr ur readde osTe Aoy} ‘Aepo], "JySuI 1e]
10 }Jo IeJ 9y} I9Y3Ia 03 anbrun 3 uare Sunjury) Terrojeridsuod pue jsyndod ‘snoxod
-UEp SB 9ZIUG0I9I MOU ] YOTYM SI1I09Y} Aderrdsuoo pue seapr 3sindod y3rm paudife
Aparoadxoun a1om smara jsed Awr Jo owos Jey} 995 | 102dsS0I}o1 U] "UOTIOI[JOI-J[9S
1adasp pue Yrys punojoid e o1 Surpes] ‘puedxs 0) uedaq saaroadsiad Aur Jey) aoua
-10S TeID0S pue AI03SIY UT UOTFeonpa ue pansind [ [13un j usem JJ "}XojU0d WIS\ pue
‘S’ Ay uryim £10309(ex) TedrdA) B pamo[]o] sey 1Jo[-Iej a1y} uo doualradxa AN
‘suoryedryduur
II31[} pUE SUOT}I3[JaI 353y} a10[dxa [[1am 1sod SIY[, BId JBY] JO SaAljeSaU pue saAnisod
a3 y3oq SuTUTUIEXd ‘SO66T Y3 JO 1X23U00 [eorrjod IopeoIq 9y} UIYIM saouaradxa
9S3U} JOPISUOD 0} W PI[ UOTOR[JAI-J[os STY], IN0A Awr ur sonrjod AIeuorjoear se
U99S 9 MOU P[NOM JeyM 0] UMEIP A[SUIMOUUN U] dALY JYSIW [ MOY UO JOI[JoI
aw opewr uorsanb sryy, ‘sa110897€0 YINS Jo suoneIUI] Y} SUTpUR)SISpUN ‘FUIM-1JI]
nq Suryidue JSAW PaIoPISUOD IJAJU P J ISNEII] PIAISUUN JId © SEM | "SISIOSE]
-009 9Y1] sdnoI3 AIEUOOBAI WIIPOW 0} }09UU0D ST A3} MOY pUE SISI[eIUdW
-UOIIAUD [BIIPEI UM S90udLIadxa sed Auwr Jnoge awr payse auoawos ‘AJJuaday
‘9310w s1aAe[ Teuosiad arowr Tadssp—aurenyn
JO UOISEAUT UBISSIY 9} pUE UOHN[OAY UBLIAG Y} SE INS SJUaAd [8qo[S 10 QIAOD
03 sosuodsarx oYI[—paIo[dxXo 9Ie SIWAY} JOAOSSOID SNOTAGO JIOWI Y} UQ JosAw
1J9] UI1S9AN STY} Jo 1red we | ‘[fe 19y -uoroadsorjur feuosiad os[e Jnq sisATeue
eonrfod ATUO J0U SAJOAUT o[ UIISIAN 2} I0J SUONIAIIP MU pue ‘sonjod umoiq
-pax 3 3stndod a1y} 1] ‘@10]dxd udYo T s91do] Y], ‘UOIIIS[J2I-J[3S I0J qealq ®©
Pa9u | ‘sowmowiog “SuUnLIm AABIU-U[OIBISI [ensn AU WOIJ JUIPIP ST 3sod STy,

“Surrajunod o1] Awr Jo yonur juads 24 [ Jey3 sontjod pue
saxnjnoqns Axa4 9y} ojur syurod Anjus pury ajdoad moy urefdxe djoy pjnoo 31 asnesaq
owr s3seIdul ST, ‘wAY} 03 Ajwrxoxd snorredard ur A[oyIp sem T jey) 9z1ugooar |
‘93paymotn| AW 03 JSBI[ JB ‘SMITA ATRUOTIORII P[OY ], UPIP ] S[TYA\ OUI Jo d3ejueApe
uae} AJIsea aaey pinod oym d[doad y3im 10 do1[0d 3IM SUOTIORISIUT AUT UT IS M
‘SuOjeN)Is UTBI9D Ul 9W Pajijouaq 31 Moy pue 939[1a1Id umo Aw uo 09I |

‘suorjisod Areuorjoear 10y as1oy uefo1} B U2jjo st Junjuryy
Jo Aem jey], -Sunjuryj [errojeirdsuod jo UONeZI[RULIOU 3} 10] Aem o) pased jeyy
stsATeue 3stindod ‘peoiq e jo uonidope oy} 19yjel Inq ‘sjsajoid uorjeZI[ReqO[3-1jUR 31}
JO 3[NSa1 30211Ip © JOU ‘@dulIadxa Awr ur Joy30 Yy} 03 wnijads Teonrjod a1y Jo apis
auo woiy uonerd [edrsAyd e yonwr os j usem pauaddey jeypy “SPIYs 2Ininy 1oy
Yrompunoid Y} Os[e Inq ISA0SSOID JYSII-}JI] 93€ISI9A0 0} UOIJBUI[OUI UE [30q 995 |
‘S066T U} JO WISIAT}OR UONEZI[eqO[S-TJUe pUe punoIdiapun ay} uo Surjos[oy own
0] JWII} WOJJ J[3SIN0A pue saoeds Um0 INOA durexs A[[eonLd o} osfe ng asoddo
noA jeym anbnr 03 A[uo jou [RIINID S 1 9431[2q [ ‘Jutod Tenrur Aur 0} wInjaI oJ,
'sooeds Teonyjod Auew
ur Aepo} 99s oM Se sa0Ue)S [NJULIRY ‘SUISNJUOD 0} Ped] Ued Jey} SunjuIy} Jo sAem
pameyy 03 100p 9y} uado pue 23eINddE ST SISATEUE Y} JT ATESSIOUUN I8 SO0} IS}
‘ure8y 's,06 oY} SuLIp uondeI} pauTes Jety} 9SOyj JO JUIDSTUIIAI dIe JeY} SUOTIeZI[e
-1oua8 jstindod ojut SPas[q JLI039YI U0 00], "PIjuasaid pue ‘passnosip ‘pazAeue
are euowouayd 2y} Moy pesjsur jng OUIN[UI [eqo[3 pue wsIeLradl WIS JO
aindsip ur jou jeyy Aes | -doUBUIOP UIISIM Jo ASojoay) 10 A109y3 Aderidsuod
® SB PaquIdSIp aq JySmur jeym st AJojopoypeur styj jo doj uo pasodwrradng
"9[OT)IR 2ININJ B JOJ PIAIISI 2 [[IM Je1[} Inq ‘SIY} Inoqe Aes o3 axowr Ajua[d aaey |
*JU31] 03 SUIOD OS[ PIJONIISUOD ST 2FESSIUL Y} MOY] PUIY( ST}I[ea SuT[qnoI) Y3 ng
‘Juaredde aw009q SME]J YOI€ISII SNOLIdS OP AJUO JOU ‘A[9SO[D POUTUIEXD U AN 95€)
-UBAPE UMO II3Y} I0J dATIRIIRU Y} SurjendIuelr sem J0JO® JUSJOAI[EW B SISED Y30q
U] "9prooudd sem J1 Jey} PIIusp nq Tep\ Uerusoq 3} SULINP BITUIIGRIS JB SIWILID
TeM JO 9OUD)SIXd a} AUDP  UpIp AYSWOY)) I sIoyIne ‘A[re[rug ‘siaqureyd ses jo
asn a3 Inq sdured UONBIJUIOUOD JO IDUIISTXD A} AUP ] UPIP Oy [duwrexa 10,]
“WISTUOTSIAQI [BILI0}STY UT s30od
-se A9y 19130 azreIaL} Jo ‘Aejdumop ‘uorsenb o3 Juraowr 210Joq ‘SSOUI[qEUOSEII
Jo douereadde oy} Surard ‘uorsstwpe [eryred e s19po wsIfeTUap Jo adA} sryr, s10ej,
sty sjuasaxd qoy mot] 0] refruuts A[3urqInisip st ‘1amod o3 yyn1 Sunyeads jo uLio} €
pue dTwapede Yjoq sk pawesj ‘A30[opoyiatu Ay, ‘epuemy I9Je[ PUE ‘0A0SOY ‘BrUsSOq
ul sopousd 2y} Jurpredar WSTUOISIAdI IIdY) AJuisnf 03 sp6, 2y} UI sIoyjne pa[qe
-ud yoeoxdde sy, jySnoyy 3seLIOdWI-UE UI9)S9A\ UIIPOW UI [EUOIJEPUNOJ SUIED
-9q YOIYM ‘UBULIOH 'S pIempy oI SIOYINe ISTJo[ A[qISUISO JO NIOM S} UI punoj
[eTuop 9proouasd JJos Y} SIOLITW UT S95e3US qOY Jet[} WISI[ETUuap ISNBIO[OL] YT,
‘wray} sAojdura 1ey} dnois 10 [enprAlpul AUe Jo SUOTJBATIOW dU[}
uonsonb prnom [ ‘uosear siy3 104 “3goid renusjod pue arnsodxos 193e9138 03 SuIpes]

4!



nature of the Soviet Union and its eventual collapse, which left many on the West-
ern left disillusioned. The idea of scientific socialism, rooted in Marx and Engels,
appeared to have failed to many. Once institutionalized, it often felt elitist and dis-
connected from the real struggles of the people it was meant to help. In response,
the left began searching for new ways to address modern problems. This involved
revisiting older ideas and exploring new concepts.

When disillusionment with the Soviet experiment disrupted the keystone of
class consciousness, attention shifted to other established protest movements, from
environmentalism to feminism. Each of these movements brought its own unique
history and identity. Together, they formed a >movement of movements,” united in
opposing the universal challenge of responding to the new unipolar world.

A growing interdisciplinary approach in the humanities was influencing aca-
demic institutions, encouraging collaborations between departments such as his-
tory, political science, and literature. In 1989, Kimberlé Crenshaw’s paper “De-
marginalizing the Intersection of Race and Sex” introduced the concept of inter-
sectionality, describing how various forms of discrimination, like racism and sex-
ism, intersect and overlap. This interconnected view of identity and oppression
also began influencing activist spaces, encouraging greater collaboration between
previously separate movements, such as labor rights and environmentalism.

There were also protest views against a unipolar world from the far-right, albeit
in very different ways. These perspectives often emerged from Christian evangel-
ical angles, antisemitism, or far-right conspiracies. With their existing literature,
networks, organizations, and messaging, they could provide ready made slogans
and critiques for those seeking alternatives to the concentration of global power.

Looking back, the music and activist subcultures I was part of opened doors to
positive causes, but they also carried more ambiguous, and at times problematic, in-
fluences. While bands like Nausea focused on somewhat specific activist topics like
animal rights and environmentalism other bands used vaguer language regarding
“the people” vs the “elites” At the time I made assumptions about what this meant
without considering other contrasting points of view. It was a situation ripe for
populist conspiratorialism; the only missing ingredient was to have a malevolent
actor.

Populist rhetoric is interesting because it can appear anti-intellectual and anti-
establishment even when its coming from those very sources. For example, Noam
Chomsky became popular in these circles, even having excerpts of his lectures
mashed into samples for songs like Propagandhi’s track “State Lottery.” I was com-
pletely unaware of his genocide denialism at the time, instead being versed in his
writings on topics like the Zapatista movement. I also viewed the world through
a Western-centric lens, even when critiquing the West. My understanding of how
global activist communities perceived contemporary events was limited, shaped
largely by what Western voices, albeit alternative ones like Chomsky, told me.
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consistent with the messages from Amebix.

I find Rob interesting in that it seems some of the core values and ways of think-
ing existed as he traversed political spheres. From my impressions of him, he’s long
had a moral certitude regarding the sense of betrayal by various institutions such
as propaganda in formal education; he’s employed patternicity to draw conclusions
about how the world works, and he’s distilled us vs. them to the individual vs.
“them” while employing simplification of complex scenarios to create narratives.

In Amebix he implored people to “use your head, take control” in the song
“Chain Reaction,” and now he believes he’s doing just that by unraveling “the great-
est lie,” which is, predictably, recycled and debunked claims of Holocaust denial.
He proclaimed, “Our land, sea and sky!” in “The Power Remains,” using nature as a
resilient revolt against oppressive tyranny and now discusses immigration through
the lens of ethno-nationalism. At the end of “Arise!” he mocked and condemned the
audiences of his shows, and today, he continues that condemnation, labeling them
the woke mob. He engages in fallacious reasoning, indulging in anomaly hunting
and a misunderstanding or rejection of probability, all expressed in a poetic manner.

Rob may claim to transcend the left-right paradigm, but in truth, he echoes right-
wing conspiracy theories and talking points, ultimately leading to antisemitism.
He’s a valuable case study because his shift toward antisemitism was so dramatic,
yet it also illustrates how red-brown thinking can develop, fueled by conspiracy
theories.

While I didn’t gain much insight from discussing the topic with him, I now
have a clearer understanding of how he personally ended up in such a troubling
and disappointing place. If anything, it just proved how dangerous and flawed
conspiratorial thinking can be and why it needs to be combated in all spaces even
when deployed against seemingly shared targets. It isn’t more authentic because
of its contrarian nature, it doesn’t provide special insight like that of the Gnostics,
it isn’t above politics because it generally brings people to the same reactionary
stances, and it has nothing to do with “free speech.” It’s a logically flawed way of
thinking, presented as a cheat code to knowledge that results in real-life pain and
suffering.

However, the issue of antisemitism on the left also deserves attention. In the
spirit of Amebix, not Rob, we should not bend the knee out of fear of condemnation,
nor overlook the issues within our spaces or ourselves; there is plenty to critique.
A starting place for learning about antisemitism from the left titled “Antisemitism
Viewed from the Left: A Reading List” was provided to me by Spencer Sunshine
who recently wrote “Neo-Nazi Terrorism and Countercultural Fascism The Origins
and Afterlife of James Mason’s Siege.”

If the analysis is sound, then populist rhetoric and conspiracy are unnecessary.
They add no value to the argument but serve as gateways to harmful ways of think-
ing and conclusions. Unfortunately, they are effective in driving media engagement,
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ous state or to highlight nationalistic themes, especially when the focus of protests
shifts to vague targets like global elites or organizations such as the International
Monetary Fund and World Bank, which are framed as representative of those sys-
tems.

As I reflect on that time, I find myself reconsidering the intersection of personal
experience and broader political trends. Contemporary research on red-brown or
syncretic politics often points to the 90s as the moment when these ideas gained
traction in the modern era. This includes everything from tankies defending au-
thoritarianism to volkish anarchists borrowing from National Bolshevists. While
I agree that these undercurrents intensified during this period, I also push back
against some of the more direct links that have been made.

What I experienced wasn’t so much a migration from one end of the political
spectrum to the other, nor was it a direct consequence of the anti-globalization
protests; rather, it was the adoption of a broad, post Cold War populist analysis that
facilitated the normalization of conspiratorial thinking. Still, I feel uneasy when I
reflect on my attraction to certain aesthetics that, in hindsight, could be viewed as
gateways to crypto-fascism, for lack of a better term.

As noted earlier, music was a central element for me during that period, as it
is for many young people. Hardcore, punk, and metal bands were blending styles.
Most of the bands and people I encountered were firmly leftist, even though many
bristled at such labels. But there was a heavy influence of tribalism or primitivism
in the sound and aesthetic that has since spawned conversations about cultural
appropriation. Symbols from world cultures were merged with 80s anarcho-punk
imagery, including Norse and European iconography. This interest in past culture
wasn’t just in the underground; it was also present in mainstream culture. Anti-
semite Mel Gibson’s Braveheart was huge, and punk shows often looked like gath-
erings of extras from the film. World music was also being integrated into elec-
tronic music, while conspiracy theories, popularized by shows like The X-Files and
movies like JFK began to seep into the popular zeitgeist. Some of this may have
stemmed from paranoia and unease about a rapidly changing world, whether due
to the geopolitical shifts following the collapse of the Soviet Union, technological
advancements like the internet, or the approaching new millennium. It might also
have been influenced by the baby boomer generation leaving their mark on culture
after gaining control of institutions and media.

Regardless of the reasons behind it, the far-right had been steeped in conspir-
acy thinking for decades. The 90s saw some of the worst domestic terrorism in U.S.
history, from Timothy McVeigh to Eric Rudolph. These figures were tied to the
gun show circuit, militia movements, and the Christian Identity movement. This
era set the stage for the normalization of right-wing extremism, which would later
manifest politically in the Tea Party and, ultimately, MAGA. At the heart of these
movements were conspiracies about One World Government, which anti-globalists
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intellectual or identity-driven ones.

My tattoos depicted industrial civilizational collapse mixed with Celtic art from
the Book of Kells. I was particularly drawn to these along with other crust and
gothic aesthetics. At the time, these symbols didn’t strike me as anything other
than ideas that I had about the world and aesthetics that I liked. Since then, the
right has coopted a lot of European pagan imagery. Much work has been done
with on this phenomenon, especially regarding eco-fascism. Reading this, I can see
how researchers could link these things into a narrative about either the populist
left or early inklings of eco-fascism. While I didn’t personally experience syncretic
politics in the camp, I now realize that the aesthetics I was drawn to have, in some
ways, been co-opted by the right. It’s a fallacy to suggest that people who enjoy
these aesthetics are all of a sudden members of the far-right. But again, I do wonder
what exactly the initial draw was, which was in my mind apolitical, and how that
might be analyzed.

It’s important to reemphasize that I didn’t come across any overt right-wing or
fascist rhetoric in those spaces. I don’t think it was present then, though I recognize
that things could have changed or been different in other groups. I do see how,
over time, there may have been opportunities for reactionaries to gain a foothold
with susceptible individuals. The article >Against Green Reactionaries” provides
valuable insight into eco-fascists within anarchist circles, referencing figures like
Michael Moynihan, elements of the black metal scene, and esoteric authors such as
Julius Evola.

I often reflect on how right-wing groups portray themselves as ”volkish” and
the implications of that. In particular, I think about the National Bolshevist cri-
tique that the German left was too abstract for workers, making it seem detached,
aloof, and inauthentic. This makes me consider what initially drew me to certain
ideas—perhaps a pursuit of authenticity over academic discussions or third-party
organizing at that time. While it would be too simplistic to claim a direct cause-and-
effect, I find myself pondering the desire for authenticity in politics or subcultures.
Instead of forcing connections that weren’t part of my own experience, I focus on
what motivates people to follow such vastly different ideological paths.

I've always been perplexed by individuals like Keith Preston, who claims to
be an anarchist but speaks at white nationalist events. It’s a clear contradiction,
but over time, I've understood how some people end up on this trajectory. My
own experiences with anarchism were intertwined with antifascism and antiracism,
but for others, that wasn’t always the case. For many who ended up going down
different roads, it seems that conspiracy was often the Trojan horse for reactionary
idea. An example of this is Rob Miller from the bands Amebix and Tau Cross.

As mentioned music played a significant role in the broader scene. At the time,
one of the most prominent bands, at least in terms of patches and shirts, was Ame-
bix. They are often regarded as the godfathers of crust punk. Their apocalyptic
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In the answers to these questions may lie the shape of future American extremism.
It goes on to reference Louis Beam’s infamous quote to describe the protests in
Seattle: “The new politics of America is liberty from the NWO [‘New World Or-
der’] Police State and nothing more.” The insinuation was that leftist anarchists
and far-right activists were fighting the same battle against “globalism;” which in
my experience, is not exactly accurate.

I have never met anyone on the left who sympathized with right-wing figures
like Beam, Randy Weaver, Timothy McVeigh, or Eric Rudolph. That’s not to say
that some on the right weren’t attempting to court others on the left, but similar
to more extreme groups today, they did not mix. While a common enemy could be
identified in a superficial analysis, who these groups believed they were fighting
and why they were doing so were very different.

Then, where exactly was the overlap? The overlap I experienced during that
time centered on non-traditional alliances, such as those between environmental-
ists and labor, but did not include far-right groups. Does that mean it didn’t hap-
pen? No, I'm certain it did. However, it’s essential to place it in the proper con-
text. These groups never really merged, nor were there mass migrations from one
to the other. Instead, what took place, in my view, was more about the adoption
and cross-pollination of ways of thinking rather than specific ideologies. Populist
rhetoric and conspiratorial generalizations weren’t just tolerated, they were pre-
ferred over the more academic-sounding critiques that had been common a few
years earlier. This was partially based on distrust of media and institutions along
with anti-intellectualism if it defended mainstream narratives. This trend intensi-
fied as the Democratic Party was increasingly seen as out of touch with much of
the left, particularly in the 2000s. The rise of social media injected this process with
steroids, and outside events only further accelerated this crossover. Today, Third
Positionist groups remain relatively minor in activist circles, but sources of infor-
mation, messaging, and framing of events are shared across internet spaces, albeit
with different styles of delivery.

However, political overlap in the 90’s cannot be denied. I remember zines selling
“God, Guts, and Guns” merchandise alongside anarcho-syndicalist pins and Chom-
sky lecture CDs. And while no one I knew talked about “Jewish cabals,” there were
discussions about “bankers” and international elites within the context of global
capitalism. Though I didn’t see much overt crossover, there was a certain open-
ness to populism, which created space for new conspiracy theories to take hold. I
wonder, for instance, how the modern "Great Reset” conspiracy might have been
received or dismissed by groups from that time.

The SPLC article also references the National Revolutionary Faction in Britain
and the appearance of neo-Nazi Matt Hale at the Seattle protests. While I think the
SPLC exaggerates the political overlap to fit a particular narrative, I can’t deny that
the signs were there, both in mainstream culture and in subcultures, hinting at what

was to come. Rather than a physical merging of groups or a migration of supporters,
the external divisions largely remained, but the ways of thinking, analyzing, and
interpreting the world began to shift. These changes can be tracked and analyzed
today by following the flow of specific content throughout social media and media
personalities. And I realize now that, to varying degrees, I was part of those initial
shifts—whether through music, aesthetics, or vague political affinities.

In the late 90s, I briefly rode freight trains and squatted in Portland, Oregon. In
reflection I can see how some of the SPLC’s critique of what I’d call leftist populism
existed, particularly its description of how the 1960s "back-to-the-land” ideals were
repackaged into the leftist rhetoric of the era. This mindset influenced my own
travels. I grew up in the Northeast, where these ideals were widespread, with easy
access to hubs in areas like Vermont and Massachusetts. However, once I hit the
road, politics became vague and secondary. The reality was much less political.
Many of the people I met were addicted to drugs or alcohol, or victims of various
abuse. This was outside of the urban centers and country co-ops but on the periph-
eries of society. In that context, ideological consistency, much like my then strict
vegan diet, tended to fall by the wayside, often unconsciously.

I quickly understood my place of privilege in how various people treated me.
Because of that, I also began to gain clarity on some of my ideals and assumptions.
I remember hitchhiking through either eastern Oregon or Idaho, looking like a typ-
ical crust punk while my friend was going through heroin withdrawal. We weren’t
the most appealing to passersby, but eventually, an old pickup truck pulled over,
and the driver waved us into the truck bed. We were both thankful and jumped in.
He sped down the road, taking sharp turns and blasting 80s metal. My friend, even
in the pangs of heroin withdrawal, had to laugh at the situation. When we finally
arrived in a small town, the driver stopped to let us out. He came around the back
to wish us luck in travels. I shook his hand and noticed swastikas tattooed on his
knuckles. Both he and his companion had shaved heads. In that moment, I realized
why he had picked us up: we were both white. I've thought about how that might
have turned out differently if we weren’t cis white men.

Another story from that time stands out. Radical environmental movements,
especially groups like Earth First!, were part of the activist landscape. An SPLC
article mentions them specifically:

“The radical right has added other ideas into the mix. More and more, its ide-
ologues applaud the actions of terrorist groups like the Animal Liberation Front
and sometimes violent “deep ecologists” like those in Earth First! and the Earth
Liberation Front, which claimed the $12 million arson of a Vail, Colo., ski resort in
1998

Though I never had direct contact with Earth First!, I did visit a group in Eugene,
Oregon, called "Red Cloud Thunder” They were a breakaway from the Cascadia
Forest Defense, sometimes called the Fall Creek Tree Sit. The group was somewhat



