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In the kennel next to the house, the dogs howl all night and all morn-
ing. It is this idea of protection, of wellbeing, of care that we oppose.
Running through the street exposed is preferable to sleeping in a cage
of good intentions

We invite you to close your eyes for a visualization to close:
You are a wolf, lying down in a cage about twice the size of your body, under

the harsh glow of fluorescent lamps that turn on and off, a funhouse mirror of night
and day. You are never hungry, never fearing for your survival, numb in a haze of
sedation as the clock on the wall ticks through the days. You hear a noise, not sure
where it comes from, not sure if it’s within you or outside. Is it distant thunder? The
contours of a memory as it flashes up at a moment of anger? You stand, but instead
of pacing back and forth, you hurl all of your weight against the door, and tumble out
onto the sterile floor. Was it ever locked? You break into a gallop, and run out of the
building, through the streets, past the limits of the city, and the desert opens before you.
The moon is full. You howl.

Silence.
You howl again, louder, not even considering slowing your straining limbs, reveling

in the feeling of the cold air on your fur. You hear a call in response, and your lone
howl becomes a complex weaving of voices, a song. You run to the other wolves and
melt together in a dance of bodies, play, fight, rest. The ticking of the clock eventually
leaves your nightmares, your heart beats along with the rise and fall of the moon. You
howl together for others to hear, to let them know there is somewhere to run.

Our pack lays siege to the city that seeks to recapture us, smashing cages, tearing
out the throats of the lab technicians, trying and failing to tear that cursed clock from
the wall. Some of your kin die by the guns of hunters. Others join, some return to the
safety of their cages. Those who will never return lick one another’s wounds. One night,
you decide to leave and wander alone. The solitude you now choose is nothing like the
isolation of the cage, you left that behind worlds ago. You know that you can always
come home to your kin, changed, different. You climb a dune and absorb the expanse
of the starry sky—your heart floods with the immense beauty of the desert and your
smallness within it. You fill your lungs, release a howl alive with all the grief and joy
of your wandering. Others answer.
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Coupleorachild,someonetocontrol.Ofcourse,livinginthisworldisaconstant
trauma,alwayscompoundingandreinforcingwhatwefightsohardtoresolveand
change.Andsowewillcontinuetoplungeourfriendships,ourlove,intothecage
oftheCouple.Wewillcontinuetoprojectourfearontothoseclosesttous.The
struggletofreeourrelationsfromthiscagecanonlynourishtheanarchisttension.

Afriendputitbeautifullyintheirresponsetothistalk,

“LatelyI’vebeenthinkingaboutintimacylikeabandit.Likeahacker
orascavenger.IknowIneedreciprocalformsofcaretokeepfighting.
ThesedaysI’lltakeitwhereverIcanfindit.Clutchingatthesefugitive
intimaciesevenastheyslipthroughmyfingers.Cobblingtogether
somethingworkable,somethinglivable,somethingthat’senoughto
keepgoing.Learningtoliveinthesespacesofambivalenceandimper-
fection.Idon’tthinkyouhavetohealyourselftohealtheworld,or
whatever.Youjustneedtokeepyourselfgoingenoughtokeepburn-
ingthingsdown.Whoknowwhatkindsofstrangeandwonderful
relationalformsmightemergefromthismess…”

Wetrytooutrunourfearofdisappearing,fearofirrelevance,disposability,ag-
ing,death,byencasingourselvesininstitutionsthatareimmortal—thatexisttohalt
thecycleofdeathandrebirth.Oldwomenwerecriminalizedinthewitchhuntsbe-
causetheywerenolongerproductiveofchildrenorsexualdesire,a.k.a.nolonger
women.Sowealsofearwhathappenswhenwearenolongerproductiveforsoci-
ety:whatrepressionwillwefacewhenwearenolongeryoungandsexyenough
tobeseenasrelevantwithinanarchistcultsofpersonality?Whathappensifwe
dieasnobody’slover,nobody’smother,nobody’schild?Whathappenswhenwe
don’tallowourselvestobeclaimedbyanyone?

Thisfearisbasedontherealitythatsomeofourfriends,ourcomradeswill
eventuallyabandonandbetrayus,leaveoursharedstrugglebehind,orbestolen
fromusbyprisonordeath.Thisisnotuntrue,andwemustlearntogrievethisloss
insteadofattemptingtooutrunit.

WearedrivenintoFamiliesandCouplesbyadesiretobelongtosomething.Itis
thisdesirethatnationalism,religions,gangs,masssociety,andotherauthoritarian
cultspreyon.Toldthatwithoutmembershipwedonotexist,weencaseourfree
relationswithininstitutionsthat,likecapital,prisons,thecommodity,transcend
death.Againstcivilization’scultofimmortality,weproposebondsofkinship,a
vitalecologyfulloflife,deathandrebirth—asharedbelongingthatisinconstant
formationbasedonoursharedantagonismtodominationandcommitmenttoat-
tackingit,asoutsiders.

FromSexxxualLuddites:AmatoryEthicofLiberatoryDesireforaFreeand
JoyfulAffect:
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WhatfollowsarethenotesofatalkgiveninBerlin,Athens,andMarseillein2020.

Wewanttotalkabouthowthosewhoattackthestaterecreateandreinforce
itspowerthroughtheirparticipationinitsintimateinstitutions,specificallythe
Coupleviagender,theFamily,andSex.

Anytransgressionofnormality—anythreattotheorderofthings—mustbepaci-
fiedandincorporated;subversivecurrentsarequicklychanneledinto,andclaimed
by,movementsdemandingequalityorrecognitionfromauthority.Weseeboth
anarchistsandqueersreactingagainstoneanotherinthissense—queersreacting
againstthecultofthepatriarchalmilitantthatanarchismsooftenembodiesby
devaluingattackandvalorizing“emotionallabor”andidentity.Ontheotherhand,
anarchistsreacttothisreactionbyvalorizingnormativesocialrelationsanddevalu-
ingthe(feminized)terrainoftheemotional,theintimate,the“private.”

Weproposeatransversalapproachthatrejectsthisuselessdeadlockandintends
toattackauthorityonalllevels—fromtheintimatetothestructural—understanding
thatitisintheinterestofpowertomaintaintheideathathowwearecontrolled
andhowwecontroloneanotherareseparateconcerns.Wewanttoaddressthese
phenomena—gender,Family,Couple,Sex—asformsorinstitutionsthatcaptureour
desiresandenergies.Ourdesireforcompanionshipandcommitmentissuckedinto
theinstitutionoftheCoupleandtheFamily.Oureroticenergiesarecapturedbythe
institutionofSex.Genderisreproducedthroughtheviolenceoftheseinstitutions.
Wewanttounderstandhowtheprisonfunctionssothatwecanstageabreakout,
withoutcreatingnewsubculturalmoralstandardsforasuperioranarchistsubject.
Wehaveallbeencaughtinthesnaresofthesesocialformsandit’snotaquestion
ofpurity.

We’llstartwiththeself,howweseeourselvesandhowthisrelatestoourfriends.
Withinsociety,wearecreatedasatomizedsubjectsinanetworkofotheratomized
subjects.Fromthispointofdeparture,wearesubjectsofsocietywhodorelation-
ships,friendship,Anarchy.Theseareacceptableashobbiesorpastimesbutcannot
putintoquestionorthreatenthewallsaroundoursenseofselfwhichisrestricted
totheatomizedsenseof“I”permittedwithinthenetworkofatomized“I”sthatis
dominantsociety.Wearemadetobelievethatourinfinitedesiresandpotential
canbereducedtoshapingandmaintainingouruniquebrandofsubjecthood,by
changingthedecorationsonthewallsofthecubicle-coffinthatwearelockedinto
frombirth.

Thissenseofselfisthefoundationoftherationalistcosmologythatistheoffi-
cialreligionofthesecularstate.Rationalismisuncriticallyinheritedandespoused
byalargepartoftheanarchisttradition.Thiseuropeanlegacysplitstheworld
intobinaries—subject/object,mind/body,civilization/nature,self/other—andonly
acknowledgesasrealwhatcanbemeasuredwithinstrumentsinalaboratory.We
saycosmologybecausewebelievethatdominationstartswithhowweconceptu-
alizeourselvesandourplacewithintheuniverse.Thistotalizingcosmologydoes
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not allow for the existence of any other worlds, and so both requires and facilitates
colonialism, genocide, slavery, and the general deadening of existence.

Experiencing subversive cosmologies threatens the foundations of this civilized
order. This requires finding ways of seeing ourselves and one another as part of a
spider web of relations, of potential complicity. Instead of the fundamental truth
of our reality being our unchanging, atomized Self, our reality is characterized by
its constant change, our borders destabilized and our “self” expanded by the ac-
complices we welcome into our web—a world without objects. We want to wrench
ourselves free from the economy in which we see one another through the lens of
exchange value, in which the Couple and the Family are productive units, and dive
fearlessly into a vital ecology of living beings based on reciprocity and gift-giving.
A subversive cosmology is a practice, not an alienated ideology or “belief system.”

We are not interested in critiquing individual decisions for how to move within
society, or saying that to call someone a comrade is better than calling them your
girlfriend, or that we should all live in a big house without walls or anything like
that. We are bored of being limited to themoral framework of judging one another’s
choices in relation to love and sex. Rather we are interested in understanding the in-
stitutions, forms, and affects that structure our world and ensure that we constantly
reinvent our own domination, so that we can destroy them. A shared language
around what this looks like is only valuable insofar as it reflects a genuine shared
commitment to attack these forms with our friends, ancestors, and ourselves. Lan-
guage aimed at achieving recognition or creating meaning within society’s forms
and institutions is also our enemy.

We want to abandon the structures that mediate intimate life in the present.
We see this not as adopting a new form or ideology, but as a constant tension, a
way of life that is in conflict with these institutions and the infinite ways that they
impose themselves, without a utopian endpoint. We focus on the psychic dimen-
sion of the Couple—how our fears and insecurities are manipulated by the world
around us on both a societal and intimate scale to drive us to seek refuge in this
cage. However, the psychic dimension is inseparable from the material—our fears
of abandonment tied to the constant threats of real scarcity, poverty, and violence
that push us into and prevent us from leaving coercive bonds of codependency. At
the same time, poor people have experimented with creative forms of material in-
terdependence since the advent of poverty, from intergenerational households to
land reclamation, and anarchists have created networks of solidarity andmutual aid
to confront material scarcity for two centuries. Being embedded in these networks
gives us more possibilities for sharing our lives and resources beyond the Couple,
and more places to go when Couples fail us. If we want to banish the Couple from
our lives, we must nurture and sustain these ways of life. Yet these networks are
more meaningful and transformative when they arise from expansive affinity and
complicity instead of hierarchies that are structured around Couple units or cults
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Affinity groups or crews can also turn into a sort of nuclear Family, or a group-
ing of Couples. Although some projects are only possible with the few that we trust
completely, not all projects require these standards. This affords us space to develop
complicity outside of the usual channels, to experiment with trusting new people
over time. If our crew is all we have, like the Couple or Family, it must meet all
of our needs. Since our potential for action depends entirely on the survival of the
crew, we live under the shadow of its impending rupture. This puts our shared life
into a sort of pressure cooker, fertile ground for the formation of norms, discipline
through control, and informal hierarchy. Conflict and the space necessary to work
through it in a healthy way comes to be seen as a threat to our collective survival
or an interruption of our ability to act together instead of a necessary and desirable
source of growth and change. Fearing the dissolution of the crew, we turn further
to Couples so that we are not left all alone when the inevitable rupture hits.

I’ve been trying to navigate this pattern by approaching crew-formation more
informally, something fluid and context-specific rather than permanent and formal
like a cell. We can form an affinity group for a specific project, and upon its comple-
tion we can allow this group to die, allowing for the birth of new constellations of
affinity that grow from these experiences. Having different possibilities of action
within many unique relations that can change according to the needs of projects,
without stable boundaries of inside and outside, allows us to act within a web rather
than a unit.

We also don’t want to reproduce the familial model of the patriarch and his
progeny by elevating influential male theorists and strong personalities to a place
close to worship, as we see in many contexts, from Bonanno to less public dynamics
within each milieu.

It can be scarier to face our own demons than to confront riot police—conflict
with who we were made to be, the poison that we have ingested of this society,
requires courage. For instance, if I feel jealous of the person I’m sharing intimacy
with desiring someone else, and I refuse to locate that feeling within my relation-
ship with that person, I can recognize it as something that comes from my lived
experiences. Then I can see what I’m identifying as jealousy as a mask of my own
fear of loss. I can reflect on where that fear comes from, my friend getting killed or
my deepest love leaving me, and I can mourn those losses with my friends. Only
then can I avoid using that feeling to create a dynamic of control and deepened
exclusivity with the person I’m sharing intimacy with. Without this framework,
this opportunity, my fear and grief would stay stuck and festering within me, and
I would continue to project it onto my loved ones.

Turning to face my trauma, rejecting the addictions that allow me to avoid it
such as the Couple, is just a first step to healing, but it is a massive, terrifying
step that most people spend their entire life fleeing. Only by engaging this trauma,
which is a life-long journey, can I step through the fear that leads me to need a
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inshittingandsodomythathasbeensystematicallyassaultedbythe
capitalistestablishment’sopinionofthesphincter.Itinscribesdirectly
uponthefleshitsfundamentalprinciples:thepowerlinesofexploita-
tion,theneurosisofaccumulation,themystiqueofpropertyandpro-
priety,etc.Wewanttorediscoverthepleasureinshakingourselves
joyously,withoutshame,notbecauseofneedorcompensation,butjust
forthesheerpleasureofshakingourselves.Wewanttorediscoverthe
pleasuresofvibrating,humming,speaking,walking,moving,express-
ingourselves,raving,singing—findingpleasureinourbodyinallways
possible.Wewanttorediscoverthepleasureinproducingpleasureand
increatingpleasurethathasbeenruthlesslystraightjacketedbytheed-
ucationalsysteminchargeofproducingobedientworker-consumers.

Wewanttoberidofsexualsegregation.Wewanttoberidofthecat-
egoriesofmanandwoman,gayandstraight,possessorandpossessed,
greaterandlesser,masterandslave.Wewantinsteadtobetranssexual,
autonomous,mobile,andmultiplehumanbeingswithvaryingdiffer-
enceswhocaninterchangedesires,gratifications,ecstasies,andtender
emotionswithoutreferringbacktotablesofsurplusvalueorpower
structuresthataren’talreadyintherulesofthegame.

Wewanttoturnnowtohowgenderandsexualnormsimpactandalienate
anarchy.Theinsurrectionarytraditionwarnsustorejectspecializationinfavorof
socialcontagionandexpansiveness.Theroleofthemilitantisthatofthesoldier—a
specialistinwar.Theanarchisttendencytofetishizemilitancyandcreatecultures
ofmachostoicismrequiresthatwedevalueitsinverse—thehomeanditsterrainof
feminizedemotionality.Toupendthisbinary,weproposeadoptingawarriorethic.
Awarriorethicintegratesthespiritualdimensionofconflict,valuingsharedritual
forhowtopreparetoriskdeath,andforbeingwelcomedbackintothearmsofour
friends.Itallowsforaholisticvisionofstruggleamonghealers,hearthkeepers,
storytellers,andfighters—wecancirculatefluidlyamongtheserolesofstruggleas
circumstanceanddesirechange,allofwhicharenecessaryforcreatingworldsin
theruinsofthisone.Wedon’twanttoactlikesoldiersundertheblackflag.

Ournervoussystemsshutdowntosensationwhentheyarepermanentlyacti-
vatedtothreat,givingrisetothesymptomsweidentifyasresponsestotrauma—
hyperarousal,numbness,insomnia,dissociation,depression.Stoicism,orbeing
“hard”,ishowmenaresocializedtoengageinconflict,butisjustavalorization
ofthe“freezing”traumareaction.Inordertohoneourtechniquesofwarmaking
weneedtodevelophealingmodalitiestoreappropriateoursenses.Weneedtobe
abletotakeourarmoroffwhenwearen’tinimmediateharm’sway,learnhow
toreleasetraumaratherthanendlesslyaccumulateit.Weneedtobeemotionally
awareandopenourselvestoconnectionasalifeforceinourstruggle.
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ofpersonality.ThestruggletobreakfreefromthebondsoftheCouplethatentrap
ourimaginationsgoeshandinhandwiththestruggletodestroythematerialstruc-
turesthattrapusinlivesthatarenotourown.Wechangeourlivesinordertoact,
weactinordertochangeourlives.

Sofirstoff,we’llspeaktowhywewanttodestroygender,ratherthanexpand
it,reappropriateit,oraffirmit.

Facedwiththehomogenizingforceofcivilizationthatflattensusallintoitsgen-
deredsubjects,differenceisourstrongestweapon.Betweenusthereisaninfinite
diversity.Toreduceallofthisdifferencetothecategoriesofmenandwomen/
malesandfemalesrequiresagreatviolencefromthetimeofourbirths.Tosaythat
thesexualdifferenceisanobjectivebiologicalrealityisoneofthegreatliesthat
foundsthisnightmarethatwelivein.Weknowthateachofourbodiesisunique,
andweeach,tonamejustoneexample,havedifferentproportionsofestrogenand
testosterone.Tomaintainthegreatlie,theyoperateonbabieswithouttheircon-
sent,mutilatingtheirbodiesbecausetheirveryexistenceexposesthelieand,so,
mustbeerased.

Forthisreason,tosaythatthosewithvaginasarewomenandthosewithpenises
aremenisanimpositionfromabovethatrequiresconstantviolencetobemain-
tained.Italsorequiresthatwedisciplineourownbodiessothattheyfitwithinthis
binary,sothatwomenreproducethemselvesassexualobjectsformen.

Tomaintainthecategoryofmanalsorequiresconstantdiscipline.Thosedeter-
minedtobemenaretrainedtobeasocialpoliceforcethatupholdsthispatriarchal
orderthroughviolence.Theyrapeus,killus,beatus—toremindusthatweare
womenandtoremindthemselvesthattheyaremen.Andintherarecircumstance
thattheygetthrowninjailforwhattheydotous,it’sotherrapistsandmurderers
whoholdthekey.Theyhavetokeepusinthisbinaryofman/womantoreproduce
alloftheinstitutionsthatmakethiscolonialworldfunction—work,thefamily,the
couple—tokeepusworkingandreproducingtheirworkforce,producinganddisci-
pliningmorebodiesforthemtoexploitandrape.Theothergreatlieofraceasa
biologicalrealityisconnectedwiththelieofgenderatitsroot:thehistoricalcon-
structionofracializedandgenderedsubjectsthroughslaveryandcolonialismmap
bodiesintobinariestofacilitatecontrol.

Theyhavetoreduceustocategoriesthattheycreate,becausetocontinuecon-
trollingustheymustunderstandus.Evenifwecreatenewidentitiesofrecognition,
theyareneutralizedandconvertedintonewcategoriesofcontrol,incorporating
themasnewcommercialmarkets.Thisiswhytherearenowqueerandtranspo-
lice,bosses,andlandlords.Whileseekingrecognitionfromaboveisatrap,wemust
supportoneanotherinthedifferentstrategiesandtoolsweeachusetosurvivethis
nightmare,suchaschangingourpronounsorourbodies.Wemustfeelseenby
oneanothertobuildthetrustnecessarytoattacktogether.Andbytrulyseeing
ourcomrades,beingseenbyourcomrades,wecancreateakindofinterpersonal
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freedom, a fuel for our collective fire.
There have always been those who have rejected this nightmare and refused to

live within its boundaries. Active solidarity and relationships of affinity with anti-
authoritarian indigenous struggles can teach us ways of understanding ourselves
that are not imposed from those in power, like the many peoples who don’t di-
vide themselves according to the man/woman binary. These dissidents have been
met with all the organized violence of the state, like in the concentration camps,
reservations, and residential schools where they were incarcerated and killed for
transcending their order. And in the entire colonial world where all other worlds
struggle against attempted annihilation and assimilation.

Gender is constituted through the institutions of the Family and the Couple. So-
ciety forces us to put our intimacy within these productive containers to prevent
the formation of more extensive complicity. The Family has been critiqued widely
within anarchist discourse, as has marriage, but the Couple has largely evaded crit-
icism and continues to shape the way we relate to one another and limit potential
affinity.

The Couple splits us off from ourselves and the living web of relations, restrict-
ing care, material and emotional support, affection, and intimacy to this codepen-
dent unit. What we are calling “The Couple” is only mutual control, management,
and governance. It is the extension of the colonial logic of land privatization, the
objectification of our inter-subjective relationality. Of course, the love we share
or have shared within couples cannot be reduced to this form, but the form itself
serves to capture free love and desire and contort it into something that is produc-
tive for society—an intelligible unit that is easily controlled. The Couple fulfills the
same purpose as marriage, although not legally codified—permitted flexibility in
the cybernetic age. The Couple takes the atomized subject and merges it with an-
other into a single atomized unit with two faces. Our self worth, inseparable from
our success at gender, depends on our desirability—our value determined by how
well we mold ourselves into a unit.

The story of the Couple tells us that another being can complete us, make what
is incomplete whole. It is fixed within the feminized “private” sphere of the home,
painting as shameful betrayal the seeking of support or intimacy outside of the unit.
As soon as a Couple contract is established, the Relationship becomes a private
affair, surgically removed from the friendships it was once embedded within and
exempt from the critiques we otherwise apply to our shared lives.

A Relationship litmus test: Can you kill a harmful dynamic or pattern without
killing your friendship? Can you break up with a certain way of being or relating
that does not serve you and remain friends, changed and new? If these two things are
indivisible, if killing one means the other dies with it, you might just be in a Couple.

Many of us have lost friends to Couples, been cast aside the moment the default
order of things becomes possible. This betrayal is generally not seen as significant, if
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in the fire. Now think of the elements of your love that you want to nourish and
grow: wildness, vulnerability, bravery. Visualize them as oxygen that feeds your flame,
allowing it to burn brighter. Revisit this ritual however often you need, not only in crisis
but as a way of maintaining indomitable intentions.

The Couple is often established, through explicit contract or implied through
restriction of intimacies, by Sex. Sex is the institution that recuperates our erotic
energies and corporality and codifies them into a symbolic order, a language that is
scripted and transactional. Play is transformed into work. The compartmentaliza-
tion of our sensuality into a specific act—separate from our other sensory exchanges
and all the ways we share ourselves with our friends—creates Sex as the inverse, the
negative space, of Work.

In 1975, Silvia Fedirici wrote, in “Why Sexuality is Work”:

In reality, every genuine communication has a sexual component, for
our bodies and emotions are indivisible and we communicate at all lev-
els all the time. This has meant the imposition of a schizophrenic con-
dition on us, as early in our lives we must learn to draw a line between
the people we can love and the people we just talk to, those to whom
we can open our body and those to whomwe can only open our “souls,’
our friends and our lovers. The result is that we are bodiless souls for
our friends and soulless flesh for our lovers.

We must destroy this boundary between body and soul, the foundational lie
of rationality, to free our sensuality from this order. By rejecting Sex, we can ex-
plore what becomes possible when we see our erotic energies as other forms of
sensation and communication that we use to share/expand ourselves. This avoids
the fetishization of Sex as integral to liberation that can lead to radical sex cults,
like elements of the Weather Underground in the ‘70s. Our experiences with sex
work reveal with startling clarity the capture of erotic gestures into a transaction.
These gestures, in this explicitly transactional context, serve to reify our atomiza-
tion, pouring concrete into the separation between us. While sharing my body with
a friend, I do what to an outside observer would look like the exact same thing with
my body that I did with a john. But this gesture is nothing like the other, here it is
a corporeal venture into trust, a step in our dance that dissolves our stable sense of
self.

We want to quote from “To Destroy Sexuality,” anonymously submitted to the
publication 3 million perverts in the 1970s:

We want to rediscover sensations as basic as the pleasure in breathing
that has been smothered by the forces of oppression and pollution; or
the pleasure in eating and digesting that has been interrupted by the
rhythm of profitability and the ersatz food it produces; or the pleasure
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archyandcontrol.Wehaveallsensedandexperiencedhowwrongthingsare,if
onlyonanintuitivelevelthatwehaveyettodiscoverhowtoconfrontinpractice.
However,iftheseideasaretakenassimplyanalternativemapforromanticpart-
nerships,wemissthepointandriskcoveringuptheencroachmentoftheCouple
intoourlovingrelationships,facilitatingdenialwithnewjargon.Forthistowork,
itmustbeacommitmentnotonlytoourintimatepartners,buttoallofourfriends
andtoourselves.RefusingtoallowtheCoupletowrapitswiresaroundyourlife
meansrefusingtoextricateyourrelationshipswiththoseyoufuckorfallinlove
withfromyourspiderweboffriendsandaccomplices;itmeansmakingacommit-
menttohonorandprioritizetheuniquefeelingsandtrustineachandallofyour
relations.

Inversely,weshouldalsobecriticalofautomaticallyintegratingnewlovesinto
asceneorcrew.Theformsoftrustsharedwithphysicalintimacyandthoseof
anarchiccomplicityareuniqueandmustbecultivatedandvaluedontheirown
terms.

Ihavebeenexperimentingwiththeseframeworksforseveralyears.Inacertain
sense,nothingchanged—Iwassuckedintoadeeplycodependent,andinsomemo-
mentsabusive,relationshipwhereinadearfrienddistortedtheirloveformeinto
afixationtheycouldusetoavoidconfrontingtheirpast.Myloveforthemwasin
turntwistedwithbitterresentmentforthetraptheyspokesovehementlyagainst
andthencontinuedtosteprightinto.Ihadbeenthroughthisbefore,itwasan
old,painfulstory.Inanothersense,everythingchanged—Ihadaclearvisionof
whatIwantedinourfriendshipthatmadenoneoftheexceptionstoourshared
valuesofindividualandcollectivefreedomandnon-dominationthatareusually
madeinthecontextofCouples.WhenourfriendshipstrayedfromthesevaluesI
wasabletorecognizethatandintervene,evenifonlybyrefusingtoengage,some-
thingthatisoftenunheardofwithintheCouple.Whenmyownhurtturnedinto
resentment,Iwasabletobeself-awareandcriticalofmyactionsintheirownright,
apologizewhenIfeltIhadactedwronglyandchangebehaviorsthatdidnotreflect
myprinciples,insteadofjustifyingmybehaviorbasedonhowtheyweretreating
me.Iwasabletorecognizeharmwithoutnormalizingitasapartofbeinginlove.
Andwhen,tragically,Ifeltthattheirfearofmeleavingthemultimatelyeclipsed
theirloveforme,Iwasabletowalkaway.Insteadoflivingundertheweightofan
ultimatum—beingeithertogetherorapart;insteadofinternalizingtheirterrorof
beingabandonedandmakingtheirhealingmyresponsibility,blamingmyselffor
theirsuffering,Iwasabletotrustthemandourfriendsenoughtoleave.Iwasable
toseemyownneedsanddesiresautonomouslyfromtheirsandactonthem.

Insteadofabreakup,aritual:Withabelovedfriend,lightsomekindoffire,a
candlewilldo.Together,thinkofalltheelementsofyourrelationshipthatareformal,
hierarchical,bureaucratic.Nameoutloudtoeachotherthepartsofyourfriendship
thatdon’tserveyou:control,jealousy,competition.Writethemdownandburnthem
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itisacknowledgedatall.Howmanyofushavebeenshuntedintoasupportingrole
totheromanticleads—feltlikeaweirdintrusionintothescript,anembarrassing
anddesperateployforrelevance?Weareexpectedtoacceptthatthebondsof
friendshiparetobeputdownandtakenbackupaccordingtothewhimsofthe
Couple—theirfights,breakups,andreconciliations.AsIresistagainstmyrecasting
fromconfidanteandcompaniontooccasionalcoffeedate,itbecomesclearthat
myfeelingsabouthowthePartnersaretreatingoneanother,thechoicestheyare
makingwithintheirCouple,areunwelcome.Noneofmybusiness.We’veseen
somuchabuseplayoutinCouples,culminatingintraumaticbreakupsthatdivide
entirecrewsandwiderscenesbecauseofaninabilitytocriticallyapproachthe
dynamicsandbehaviorthathappenwithintheunitoftheCoupleinacollective
way.

We’vebeenfedthestoryofRomanticLovefromourearliestyearswithDis-
ney,folktalesaboutfairieswreakinghavocdistortedintostoriesofheroessaving
princesses,alwaysendinginaweddingoratleastabigheterosexualkiss.Wethink
it’srevealingtolookattheetymologyofRomance:“astory,writtenorrecited,of
theadventuresofaknight,hero,etc.,oftenonedesignedprincipallyforentertain-
ment,”fromOldFrenchromanz.

ThesocialroleofRomanticLoveissimilartothatofthespectacle,insofaras
itprovidesanaddictivetechnologythatservespowerbetweenanetworkofbody-
screens.Itcanbeseenastheintimatemanifestationofthespectacle,theflattening
ofanothersingularbeingintoanimageofprojections.Whenyouseesomeoneas
yourotherhalf,you’renotactuallyseeingthem.

WefindthefollowingpassagefromAttakattak,translatedinTheLocalKidsis-
sue1makesabeautifuldistinctionbetweenfreeloveandtheenclosureofRomantic
Love:

Iwillnotalwaysbehere,Iwillmaybenotalwaysloveyouexactlylike
youwish,youwillnotbeeverythingformeandIwillnotbeeverything
foryou.ButIhaveenoughconfidenceinwhatyouaretoknowthat
yourbeingwillalwaysbedeartomebecauseitiswonderfullyunique
andirreplaceable.Lifewithoutyouwouldnotbeimpossible,itwould
beterriblymoreemptyandgrey.Asalifealwaysandonlywithyou
wouldbecrueltome.Butthereisanunstableequilibriumbetweenour
promise,thatsenseofeternity,andourdesiresforsomewhereelseand
forfreedom,thatequilibriumisourdesiretoloveeachother.

Oftentimes,anarchistsliketofoolthemselvesintothinkingtheyhaveescaped
theclutchesoftheCouplebyproliferatingitslogic—polyamoryistakenforfree
love.Wedisagree.ThisframeworkleavestheformoftheCoupleintactandcreates
anentireeconomyofenergyandaffectiontomanageit.Polyamoryisneoliberal
monogamy.Countlessrebrandedmodelshaveemerged,desperatetoadaptthe
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logic of intimate control to the queer free market by suggesting that we can find
liberation by expanding our spheres of control and domination. The “primary part-
ner,” with their “secondaries” is an easy hierarchy to critique, but the fundamental
logic of polyamory is that we each have a finite quantity of energy (i.e. love) that
is to be meted out according to negotiations within the respective couple units. We
are all managers in the worker co-op of love! The idea that another’s jealousy can
be addressed by managing my relation with someone else is a convenient way to
avoid facing the fear of death and abandonment we all struggle with due to the
artificial scarcity and very real isolation of society.

Another reactionary position—that of the empowered slut, a self-sufficient unit
of one, who engages in dating or cruising, also fails to put into question the organi-
zation of dominant society. In the dating paradigm, it is seen as acceptable to only
fuck people you don’t truly care about, trust or respect. Distinguishing the underly-
ing impulse is key here—a desire to connect and share intimacy with people outside
of your circles to expand and transform your world, or a desire to keep your friends
separate from your lovers to be able to skirt responsibility for your actions. The
practice of “not dating or hooking up within the scene” can be particularly ugly if
it serves to separate the people you fuck from the people whose opinion you care
about, preventing them from sharing critiques of your actions. Proposed as a way
to avoid the disastrous social consequences of breakups that sabotage shared poten-
tial, this practice can play out as a “don’t shit where you eat” approach—meaning
you can treat intimate partners and lovers however you want as long as they’re not
part of your world.

We propose starting by collectively denaturalizing all Couple dynamics. It is
seen as normal for an intimate partner to have influence over who you share inti-
macy with. This is seen as a matter that should be negotiated within the Couple, as
it is our job as Partners to manage one another’s affections. What would happen if
we threw that whole framework in the trash and were forced to look at what was
underlying this dynamic?

Simply saying “I don’t care who you fuck, do whatever you want” is not a so-
lution. We are part of a web, a crew. The people that our friends bring into their
worlds impact our shared world. But it is much more difficult, messy, and gener-
ative to approach these dynamics from a place of care for our friend, our ecology,
and our shared potential than from a place of control via management and bureau-
cracy within a Couple. If someone I love starts giving her love to someone who is
treating her badly, this is absolutely my business, as it is the business of the rest
of our friends. And it is her responsibility to consider the impacts of bringing this
person into her life, our world. Likewise, when one of our friends or accomplices
treats their intimate partners like shit, this is our concern. When we accept this
shared commitment, we are forced to face the underlying dynamics that inform
our decisions—the fear of being undesirable, of change, of aging, of loneliness, and
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gendered expectations.
We are not proposing the repression of emotions like jealousy that can move

through us, but rather to recognize that these emotions are not located within the
Couple, but within ourselves, and can only be truly resolved within our network of
trust.

Of course, this should not be confused with suggesting that our love and affec-
tions should be submitted to an informal board of review for approval. Communist
and liberal ideas of community accountability that attempt to apply the frameworks
of justice and equality to our loving friendships do not make usmore free, but rather
add yet another layer of control and management to our already suffocated lives.
We are not suggesting putting more aspects of our lives under a microscope, saying
that everyone must get along and collaborate for the sake of the Revolution. Each
of our relationships is different, not all have the same intensity or hold the same
place in our heart and that’s okay—flattening our relations into a false homogeneity
only leads us to deceive ourselves.

Faced with the social impetus to understand our relations within an economy
of scarcity and negotiate austerity measures, we can instead extend an anarchist
idea of social expansiveness. Giving love freely actually expands our heart and our
capacity for loving others. If we are always in relation with everything around us,
what is a Couple? It is a container that takes something alive that is fluid and in
constant change and objectifies, freezes it. This is relevant to how we think about
anarchy aswell—as soon as our relations, our love, our struggle, becomes quantified,
we’re walking dead. Releasing our love, our intimate affect, from the bounds of the
Couple makes possible the subversive cosmology based on an expansive sense of
self.

The Couple form can occupy and take over any of our relationships, even ones
that we see as “platonic” friendships. This often springs from the bonding that
comes with shared trauma, giving rise to codependent isolation. Some of my most
Coupley relationships have been platonic anarchy “power couples” that formed
through the shared trauma of the betrayal of a snitch, the death of a friend, com-
rades being locked up. And each of these has led to rupture, where the relational
patterns became too toxic to heal. By critiquing the form in its entirety we hope to
avoid the easy false solutions of scapegoating certain exceptionally toxic relation-
ships and exempting others. Developing understandings of all the ways this form
controls our lives can allow us to constantly recognize and release the elements of
The Couple as they creep into our relations and nourish elements of free love and
interdependency.

When first coming into contact and experimenting with an anti-Couple ethic,
the natural impulse is to map it onto one’s current romantic partnerships. This
impulse makes a lot of sense, as anyone who shares the values explored here will
likely already have put great effort into freeing their love from the bonds of hier-


